
 

 

 
 

 
 

J O   D A V I E S S   C O U N T Y   H E A L T H   D E P A R T M E N T 
9483 US RT. 20 WEST  P. O. BOX 318  GALENA, ILLINOIS 61036  (815) 777-0263 

 
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

Wednesday, October 15, 2019 at 7:00 pm 
Jo Daviess County Health Department Conference Room 

 
MINUTES  

 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  Mary Berlage, Board of Health President, called the meeting to order 

at 7:00 pm. 
 

2. INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS:  Merri Berlage introduced Tracy Bauer as the 
newest member of the Board of Health. 
 

3. ROLL CALL – A voice roll call was taken;  
Members Present: Merri Berlage, G. Allen Crist, Peg Dittmar, Don Hill, Hesper Nowatzki, 
and Tracy Bauer.  Members Not Present: Liz Blair 
Staff Present: Sandra Schleicher, Interim PH Administrator, Marcia Christ, and Chad Olson, 
Animal Control Officer   
Others Present: Brandon Behlke with the Galena Gazette  

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) G. Allen Crist motioned to approve the September 11, 2019 Special Board of Health 
Meeting Minutes; Hesper Nowatzki seconded the motion.  All were in favor, the motion 
carried. 
 

5. CITIZENS’ COMMENTS:  There were no comments at this time 
  

6. FINANCIAL REPORTS – Sandra Schleicher presented Public Health fund 003 and Animal 
Control fund 020 August financial reports; there were no questions or concerns. 
  

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a) Discussion and possible action regarding Elizabeth property 

Sandra presented estimated costs that she received from Delta3 Engineering for different 
phases of the Elizabeth property which members plan to discuss further at the next Board 
of Health meeting.  
   

8. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Discussion and possible action to approve revised Environmental Health fee 

schedule 
Sandra briefly reviewed the 2017 Fee Study and the recommended fee schedule changes 
for Environmental Health services.  There was discussion of the proposed increases and 
the cost involved in providing the service.  Sandra briefly explained the difference in how 



 

 

restaurants are rated following an inspection; what is involved and the time spent in order 
to assure that they meet state requirements.  G. Allen Crist motioned to approve the 
revised Environmental Health Fee Schedule as presented; Peg Dittmar seconded the 
motion. All were in favor, the motion carried. 
 

b) Discussion and possible action regarding Animal Control shelter contract 
Chad Olson discussed with board members a new Iowa law effective November 1, 2019 
that will require all dogs be seen by a Veterinarian and vaccinated before crossing state 
lines into Iowa, and how it will affect the Animal Control contract with the Dubuque 
Humane Society.  Chad stated he has been looking into other possible options, that he has 
been in contact with the manager of another shelter regarding the services they may be 
able to offer and that it is going to be presented and discussed at the their Board meeting. 
No action will be taken at this time and will be discussed further at the next Board of 
Health meeting.  

 
c) Discussion and possible action regarding Animal Control municipal agreements 

Chad explained the cost involved in picking up stray dogs in Jo Daviess County and often 
having to transport them to the Dubuque Humane Society.  He recommended that board 
members consider the proposed contract between Animal Control and each municipality 
and charge a fee for picking up dogs, which has been done in the past.  There was 
discussion of charging an annual fee, or an individual fee for each dog that is picked up, 
or each call received.  Hesper stated she would like to see more information and asked 
that Chad determine the average number of calls for each municipality.  Board members 
agreed and asked that the information be available for further discussion at the next 
meeting.  
    

d) Discussion regarding contract with Cal Schafer 
Sandra explained that Cal Schafer is the current Animal Control Rabies Administrator 
and the contracted fee would not change.  Tracy Bauer motioned to approve and continue 
the contract; seconded by G. Allen Crist.  All were in favor, the motion carried. 
    

e) Discussion regarding Open Meeting Act training 
Sandra reminded board members that as Public Officials they are required annually to 
complete the Open Meetings Act (OMA) online training.  
 

f) Discussion and possible action regarding contract with Best, Inc.  
Sandra explained that the Business Employment Skills Team (BEST) has a yearly 
contract for office space rental.  Sandra stated the monthly fee is currently $145 and 
considering that another renter is paying $250 a month, she proposes increasing BEST 
monthly fee to $200 effective January 1st, noting that they don’t use Health Department 
telephone or internet services.  Tracy Bauer motioned to approve BEST, Inc. monthly 
rate increase from $145 to $200 effective January 1, 2020; seconded by Hesper 
Nowatzki.  All were in favor, the motion carried. 
 
 
 

9. CLOSED SESSION: 



 

 

At 7:39 p.m. Merri Berlage moved to enter into closed session noting items a) and b) listed 
below; a motion was presented by G. Allen Crist; and seconded by Hesper Nowatzki.  All 
were in favor, the motion passed.  
Voice Roll Call was taken; Merri Berlage, G. Allen Crist, Peg Dittmar, Don Hill, Hesper 
Nowatzki, and Tracy Bauer were present. Marcia Christ, Recording Secretary, was also 
included in closed session.  Sandra Schleicher, Chad Olson, and Brandon Behlke left the 
conference room. 
 
a) Personnel section 2(c)1"The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 

performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for 
the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an 
employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine 
its validity.”  Topics of discussion: Public Health Administrator 

b) Personnel section 2(c)3 "The selection of a person to fill a public office, as defined in 
this Act, including a vacancy in a public office, when the public body is given power to 
appoint under law or ordinance, or the discipline, performance or removal of the 
occupant of a public office, when the public body is given power to remove the 
occupant under law or ordinance.”  Topics of discussion: Public Health 
Administrator 
 

      At 8:03 p.m. Peg Dittmar motioned to return to open session; seconded by Hesper Nowatzki. 
      All were in favor, the motion carried.  Sandra Schleicher, Chad Olson, and Brandon Behlke 
      rejoined the meeting 

 
10. POSSIBLE ACTION AS A RESULT OF CLOSED SESSION 

a) Hesper Nowatzki motioned to appeal the state decision regarding Nicole Ruchotzke’s 
employment eligibility for the position of Administrator; Peg Dittmar seconded the 
motion.  All were in favor, the motion carried. 

b) Don Hill motioned to give Board President the authority to repost the position if needed; 
G. Allen Crist seconded the motion.  All were in favor, the motion carried. 

 
11. ADMINISTRATOR’S COMMENTS 

Sandra Schleicher, Interim Administrator, stated she has received 2 applications for the open 
RN position which will be posted until the end of this week. 
Sandra wanted to make members aware that the Employee Handbook needed to be updated, 
with an inclusion regarding the new state of Illinois cannabis rules.  Merri recommended 
following the County Handbook noting Health Department acceptions as done in the past. 
 

12. PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS:  No further comments at this time 
 
13. BOARD MEMBER CONCERNS:  No concerns at this time 

 
14. CITIZENS’ COMMENTS:  There were no citizen comments 

 
15. NEXT SCHEDULED BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING:  November 7, 2019 at 7:00 pm 
 
16. ADJOURN:  Tracy Bauer made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Peg Dittmar. 

All were in favor, the meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm. 


