
 
1 of 2 Pages 

 

Jo Daviess County Sheriff’s Merit Commission  

Minutes of the Meeting of Monday, April 23, 2018 

Jo Daviess County Public Safety Building, Galena, Illinois 61036 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The Sheriff’s Merit Commission was called to order by Chairman Mary 

Vincent at 3:03 p.m.  Commissioners Mary Vincent, Julie Helman, Steve 

Meyer, and Kat Speaker were present.  Commissioner Jim Boho was not 

present.  Sheriff Kevin Turner and Deputy Sheriff Craig Ketelsen were also 

present during the meeting, although neither were present during the 

interviews. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
The Commissioners reviewed the minutes from the Thursday, August 31, 

2017,  meeting.  No changes or corrections were needed.  Steve Meyer made a 

motion to approve the minutes, Kat Speaker seconded that motion and the 

minutes were approved.  Mary advised that she was unable to attend the State-

wide Merritt Commission meeting last month held in Kane County due to the 

her work schedule/ tax season. 

  
III. SHERIFF’S REPORT   

 
Sheriff Turner advised that the former employee who was under investigation, 

terminated her employment by taking a new position at the Brewster Cheese 

Factory while on administrative leave.  At this time, she is requesting 

arbitration in attempt to gain her prior job back. A discussion was had 

regarding the need to waive the testing requirement.  Julie Helman made a 

motion to waive the requirement of testing for the candidates for Sherriff, due 

to the fact that all four candidates  for Sargent are currently employees of the 

Sherriff’s Department.  Steve Meyer seconded that motion and the motion 

carried.    

 

IV. OLD BUSINESS –  No old business to report. 

 

V. EXECUTIVE SESSION/INTERVIEWS 
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At 3:10 pm, Steve Meyer made a motion to go into executive session to 

interview the candidates, Kat Speaker seconded that motion and the motion 

was approved.   

 

At this time, the commissioner interviewed five applicants for the position of 

Deputy:  Kyle Huseman, Nathaniel Hoftender, Don Powers, Mitchell 

Ottenhausen, and Adam Horn.  After those interview, the commissioners then 

interviewed the four candidates for the position of 

Communications/Corrections Sargent:  Steve Endress, Tina Brandel, Nick 

Keleher, and Tom Lange. 

 

The interviews ended at approximately 6:00 p.m. 

 

While still in executive session, a discussion was had with the commissioners 

and Deputy Ketelsen. 

 

A motion was made to move out of executive session by Steve, seconded by 

Kat and the motion carried.  A motion was made to place all candidates on the 

eligibility list except Mitchell Ottenhausen.  A motion to place all four 

candidates for Sargent on the eligibility list was made by Steve Meyer, 

seconded by Kat Speaker and the motion carried.   

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT –  Julie made a motion to adjourn the meeting 6:25 p.m., 

seconded by Steve Meyer and the meeting was adjourned. 
 

 
  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

       
 

JULIE M. HELMAN, Secretary  

 
 

 

 

 


