
JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 14, 2012 
 
 CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson of the Jo Daviess County Board, Marvin Schultz, called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 14, 2012, at the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo 
Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
  
 ROLL CALL was answered as follows: Present-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, William Cooper, 
Richard Dittmar, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Ron Mapes, Kim Monk, Margie 
Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Dan Sheridan, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. 
Present: 17. Absent-0. 
 
 THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Chairperson Schultz.  

 THE INVOCATION and thought for the day were given by Merri Berlage.  

AGENDA ITEM I – CONSENT AGENDA 
 The consent agenda was approved as attached following a motion made by Bill Cooper and 
seconded by Ron Smith. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, William Cooper, 
Richard Dittmar, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Ron Mapes, Kim Monk, Margie 
Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Dan Sheridan, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. 
Ayes: 17. Nays: 0. Absent-0. 
      
  AGENDA ITEM II – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 

There were no citizens’ comments at this time. 
 
AGENDA ITEM III – UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 There was no unfinished business brought before the board. 
 

AGENDA ITEM IV– NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 Theresa Wittenauer, Economic Development Coordinator of The Blackhawk Hills Regional 
Council gave a presentation on the annual accomplishments and ongoing projects of the Council. 
 
 SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL: 
 This committee had no business to bring before the board. 
 
 PLANNING COMMISSION/ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: 
 The Planning Commission’s recommendation to issue a Special Use Permit to John and Betty 
Schueller, owners, and Richard J. Schueller, petitioner, to allow for a single family residence in the AG 
Agricultural District on a lot less than forty (40) acres and a one-lot subdivision located adjacent to 13655 
W. Chetlain Lane, Galena, was approved following a motion made by Dane Jackson and seconded by 
Steve Rutz. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, William Cooper, 
Richard Dittmar, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Ron Mapes, Kim Monk, Margie 
Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Dan Sheridan, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. 
Ayes: 17. Nays: 0. Absent-0. 
 
 LEGISLATIVE: 
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 This committee had no business to bring before the board at this time. 

 
EXECUTIVE: 

 A motion to have the board review and consider a resolution to place a question on the April 2013 
Consolidated Election ballot regarding an electrical aggregation referendum for unincorporated areas of 
Jo Daviess County was made by Ron Mapes and seconded by Marvin Schultz. 
 The motion carried by a show of hands. Ayes: 10. Nays: 7. 
 
 INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY: 
 This committee had no business to bring before the board at this time. 
 
 CVB BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
 The CVB Illinois Tourism Marketing Partnership Grant Program application in the amount of 
$51,525.50 was approved following a motion made by Merri Berlage and seconded by Bill Cooper. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
    
 FINANCE, TAX AND BUDGET: 
 The following FY2012 line item transfer request in the amount of $2,200.00 was approved 
following a motion made by Ron Smith and seconded by Randy Jobgen. 

a) Transfer of $2,200.00 to 007-41128-502 ETSB/Travel Expense from 007-41128-901 
ETSB/Contingency. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 

The following FY2012 line item transfer requests and associated claims in the amount of 
$22,454.38 were approved following a motion made by Ron Smith and seconded by Randy Jobgen. 

a) Transfer of $824.25 to 038-46179-606 Sheriff Vehicle/Equipment from 038-46179-820 
Sheriff Vehicle/Vehicle to pay a claim to Galls in the amount of $979.96. 

b) Transfer of $665.00 to 001-41123-719 Communications/Other Services from 001-41123-704 
Communications/Telephone to pay a claim to Archonix in the amount of $2,692.00. 

c) Transfer of $754.00 to 002-43141-702 Hwy/Professional Service from 002-43141-901 
Hwy/Contingency to pay a claim to Ira Wiesenfeld & Associates in the amount of $2,000.00. 

d) Transfer of $5,650.00 to 038-46179-606 Sheriff Vehicle/Equipment from 038-46179 Sheriff 
Vehicle/Vehicle to pay a claim to Digital-Ally in the amount of $5,650.00. 

e) Transfer of $503.23 to 038-46179-606 Sheriff Vehicle/Equipment from 038-46179-820 
Sheriff Vehicle/Vehicle to pay a claim to Galls in the amount of $503.23. 

f) Transfer of $1,166.97 to 027-45161-907 Tourism/Trade Show from 027-45161-702 
Tourism/Professional Service to pay claims to Copyworks in the amount of $114.50, Union-
Hoermann in the amount of $398.00, Purchasing Card in the amount of $59.85, Purchasing 
Card in the amount of $559.62 and Transportation for Illinois Coalition in the amount of 
$35.00. 

g) Transfer of $1,926.33 to 027-45161-703 Tourism/Postage from 027-45161-702 
Tourism/Professional Service to pay claims to FedEx in the amount of $111.70, FedEx in the 
amount of $21.85, Purchasing Card in the amount of $15.99, USPS in the amount of 
$1,512.58, UPS in the amount of $117.84, UPS in the amount of $21.89, UPS in the amount of 
$84.48 and UPS in the amount of $40.00. 

h) Transfer of $7,538.89 to 016-49197-702 Contingency/Professional Service from 016-49197-
990 Contingency/Interfund Transfer to pay a claim to Carlson Dettmann Consulting in the 
amount of $7,535.89. 
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The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, William Cooper, Richard 
Dittmar, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Ron Mapes, Kim Monk, Margie 
Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Dan Sheridan, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. 
Ayes: 17. Nays: 0. Absent-0. 
 

This brings the total claims amount paid in August 2012 to $1,455,704.93. 
 
A resolution to provide procedures for approving multiple service providers to the Jo Daviess 

County, Illinois Deferred Compensation Plan was approved following a committee motion made by Ron 
Smith. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A resolution authorizing the adoption of a youth diversion fee was approved following a 

committee motion made by Ron Smith. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING: 

 A committee motion to approve a resolution amending the existing building and zoning fee 
structure with the fee for zoning text amendments to be $200 including publication fees was made by Ron 
Mapes. 
 An amendment to the motion changing the wording “including” to read “which includes” was 
made by Steve Rutz and seconded by Ron Smith. 
 The amendment carried by voice vote with nay votes recorded for Merri Berlage, Rick Dittmar 
and Randy Jobgen. 

 The original motion including the amendment carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, 
William Cooper, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, Ron Mapes, Kim Monk, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Ron 
Smith and Terry Stoffregen. Ayes: 10. Nays-Merri Berlage, Richard Dittmar, Dane Jackson, Randy 
Jobgen, Margie Montelius, Dan Sheridan and Don Zillig. Nays: 7. Absent-0. 
 

PUBLIC WORKS: 
 An agreement with property owner Larry Begun for tree work to be completed at the intersection 
of Blackjack Road and Batey Hollow Road with State’s Attorney Kurt’s approval was approved 
following a committee motion made by Merri Berlage. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
  
 An engineering agreement with Fehr Graham and Associates for a repair project on a bridge on 
Blackjack Road over Small Pox Creek to be paid from 011-43145-702 County Aid to 
Bridges/Professional Service was approved following a committee motion made by Merri Berlage. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
  

A bid award and contract with ComElec in the amount of $24,164.40 for the radio narrowbanding 
project to be paid from line item 002-43141-810 County Highway/Equipment Purchase were approved 
following a committee motion made by Merri Berlage. 

 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, William Cooper, 
Richard Dittmar, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Ron Mapes, Kim Monk, Margie 
Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Dan Sheridan, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. 
Ayes: 17. Nays: 0. Absent-0. 
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 A grant agreement between Jo Daviess County and the Illinois Terrorism Taskforce (ITTF) with a 
grant amount not exceeding $11,882.50; grant funds are from the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) was approved following a committee motion made by Merri Berlage. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
  
 LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COURTS: 
 Agenda items IV, K 1, 2 & 3 were pulled from the agenda and will be addressed at a future board 
meeting scheduled for August 20, 2012. 
 
 A resolution authorizing the adoption of a State’s Attorney Records Automation fee was approved 
following a committee motion made by Dane Jackson. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A resolution to establish a State’s Attorney Records Automation Fund, adopt a fund description 
for the State’s Attorney Records Automation Fund and amend the FY2012 Jo Daviess County Budget to 
receive revenue and expense funds from the State’s Attorney Records Automation Fund was approved 
following a committee motion made by Dane Jackson. 

 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, William Cooper, 
Richard Dittmar, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Ron Mapes, Kim Monk, Margie 
Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Dan Sheridan, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. 
Ayes: 17. Nays: 0. Absent-0. 
 
 A resolution to approve a $200,000 payment to Comelec Services, Inc. for equipment purchased 
for the Jo Daviess County Radio Communication Project was approved following a committee motion 
made by Dane Jackson. 

 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, William Cooper, 
Richard Dittmar, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Ron Mapes, Kim Monk, Margie 
Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Dan Sheridan, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. 
Ayes: 17. Nays: 0. Absent-0. 
 
 The total claims paid for August 2012 is now $1,655,704.93. 
  
 OTHER COMMITTEES AND BOARDS: 

Board members appointed to other special committees updated the board with actions involving 
those committees.   

 
AGENDA ITEM V – BOARD MEMBER CONCERNS 

 Merri Berlage and other board members discussed a letter she and other board members received 
dealing with complaints on procedures at the Health Department. 
 

AGENDA ITEM VI – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
 R. J. Winkelhake, unopposed County Board candidate for District #5, expressed his gratitude to 
the County Board for allowing him to attend a County Board Conference at Eagle Ridge Resort. 
 
 Dan Donar from Menominee praised the officers and investigators dealing with issues involving 
his son. He said he was dissatisfied with the way the State’s Attorney Office handled the problem.  
 

AGENDA ITEM VII – CLOSED SESSION 
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The board entered closed session at 8:50 p.m. to discuss personnel section 2(c)1, collective 
bargaining section 2(c)2, property section 2(c)5 and litigation section 2(c)11 following approval of a 
motion made by Kim Monk and seconded Merri Berlage. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 

 The board exited closed session and reconvened to open session at 9:10 p.m. following a motion 
made by Merri Berlage and seconded by Dan Sheridan. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 AGENDA ITEM VIII - POSSIBLE ACTION AS A RESULT OF CLOSED SESSION 

Chairman Schultz appointed Ron Smith to the Jo Daviess County Labor Committee following 
approval of a motion made by Rick Dittmar and seconded by Steve Rutz. 

The motion carried by voice vote.  
 
AGENDA ITEM IX - ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned following a motion made by Jerry Bennett and seconded by Dan Sheridan. 
The motion to adjourn carried by voice vote. 
 
Chairperson Schultz adjourned the meeting at 9:12 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 11, 

2012, at the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
 
 
 

                                    _________________________________ 
       Jean Dimke, Jo Daviess County Clerk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
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AUGUST 14, 2012 
 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 

1. County Board meeting minutes from the July 10, 2012 Board Meeting and the June 7, 2012 
County Board Workshop. 

 
APPOINTMENTS 

1. Appointment of Gary Bartell to the Emergency Telephone System Board (ETSB) for a remainder 
of a three-year term ending April 30, 2014. 

 
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Letter from the City of Dubuque regarding the Automated Traffic Enforcement (ATE) ordinance. 
2. Letter of resignation from the ETSB Board by Doug Wierema. 
3. Thank you from the family of Herb Hill. 
4. Letter from Mediacom on rate adjustments starting September 1, 2012. 

 
CLAIMS 

1. Claims approval in the amount of $1,433,250.55. 
2. Emergency Telephone Systems Board Fund claims in the amount of $34,481.18. 
3. Sheriff’s DUI claims in the amount of $2,180.00. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


