
JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 13, 2012 
 
 CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson of the Jo Daviess County Board, Marvin Schultz, called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 13, 2012, at the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo 
Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
  
 ROLL CALL was answered as follows: Present-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, Bernece Hill, 
Don Hill, Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Kim Monk, Margie Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Ron 
Smith, Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. Present: 13. Absent-William Cooper, Richard Dittmar, Ron 
Mapes and Dan Sheridan. Absent: 4. 
 
 THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Chairperson Schultz.  

 

 THE INVOCATION and thought for the day were given by Merri Berlage. The invocation 

included a moment of silence for Jesse Grindey, a Hazel Green, Wisconsin man that died Monday while 

serving in Afghanistan.  

AGENDA ITEM I – CONSENT AGENDA 
 The consent agenda was approved as attached following a motion made by Ron Smith and 
seconded Randy Jobgen. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, 
Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Kim Monk, Margie Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, 
Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. Absent-William Cooper, Richard Dittmar, Ron 
Mapes and Dan Sheridan. Absent: 4. 
  
 AGENDA ITEM II – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 

Amy Doolittle, representing Riverview Center, asked the board to consider approving a 
proclamation declaring April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month and to encourage all citizens to learn 
more about preventing sexual violence. It was the consensus of the board to authorize the County Board 
Chairperson to sign the proclamation. 

 
AGENDA ITEM III – UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 There was no unfinished business brought before the board. 
 

AGENDA ITEM IV– NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS  
By consensus of the board Agenda items G1 and G2 would be addressed at this time. 

  
 PLANNING COMMISSION/ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 The Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve an application by Paul Middendorf, 7800 
S. Burdick Ave., Oak Creek, WI  53154 and Eldon & Cynthia Middendorf, 8520 N. High Ridge Road, 
East Dubuque, IL  61025, owners, for a one lot subdivision located at 8363 N. High Ridge Road, East 
Dubuque was approved following a motion made by Dane Jackson and seconded by Margie Montelius. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, 
Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Kim Monk, Margie Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, 
Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. Absent-William Cooper, Richard Dittmar, Ron 
Mapes and Dan Sheridan. Absent: 4. 
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 An amendment to the text of the Jo Daviess County Zoning Ordinance, addressing Title 8; 
Chapter 4, Article 8-4c-5, Nonconforming Signs was approved following a motion made by Bernece Hill 
and seconded by Don Zillig. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, 
Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Margie Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, Terry 
Stoffregen and Don Zillig. Ayes: 12. Nay-Kim Monk. Nays: 1. Absent-William Cooper, Richard Dittmar, 
Ron Mapes and Dan Sheridan. Absent: 4. 

 
CVB BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
This committee had no business to bring before the board at this time. 
 
FINANCE, TAX AND BUDGET: 
The following FY2012 line transfer request in the amount of $3,643.00 was approved following a 

motion made by Ron Smith and seconded by Randy Jobgen. 
a) Transfer of $3,643.00 to 048-46172-990-507 to Capital Equipment/Interfund Transfer from 

048-46172-810-507 Capital Equipment/Equipment.  
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
The following FY2012 line item transfer requests and the associated claims in the amount of 

$1,584.25 were approved following a motion made by Ron Smith and seconded by Terry Stoffregen. 
a) Transfer of $917.00 to 001-40102-706 County Board/Printing from 001-40102-702 County 

Board/Professional Services to pay a claim to Copy Works in the amount of $617.00. 
b) Transfer of $967.25 to 001-40102-706 County Board/Postage from 001-40102-702 County 

Board Professional Service to pay a claim to Galena Postmaster in the amount of $967.25. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, 
Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Kim Monk, Margie Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, 
Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. Absent-William Cooper, Richard Dittmar, Ron 
Mapes and Dan Sheridan. Absent: 4. 
 

This brings the total claims amount paid in March 2012 to $398,670.55. 
  
 The County will enter into a contract with Nancy Lewis to provide grant writing services for the 
County following approval of a committee motion made by Ron Smith. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 The final distribution of the residual estate of Paul J. Bush in the amount of $46,962.59 will be 
deposited in the General Capital Investment Fund following approval of a committee motion made by 
Ron Smith. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING: 
 A resolution establishing the Blackhawk Hills Regional Council was approved following a 
committee motion made by Merri Berlage. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, 
Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Kim Monk, Margie Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, 
Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. Absent-William Cooper, Richard Dittmar, Ron 
Mapes and Dan Sheridan. Absent: 4. 
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PUBLIC WORKS: 
 The plan for the 2012 Tour of Galena/Jo Daviess County cycling stage race as presented by xXx 
Racing and scheduled  for June 8, 9 & 10, 2012, was approved following a committee motion made by 
Merri Berlage. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A resolution to appropriate funds from Motor Fuel Tax Allotment for the salary of the County 
Engineer in the amount of $79,792 from line item 006-43142-401 was approved following a committee 
motion made by Merri Berlage. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, 
Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Kim Monk, Margie Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, 
Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. Absent-William Cooper, Richard Dittmar, Ron 
Mapes and Dan Sheridan. Absent: 4. 
 
 A 50/50 project with Thompson Township to repair a bridge abutment on Menzemer Road in the 
amount of $1,863.69 to be paid from line item 011-43145-890 from the FY2011 budget was approved 
following a committee motion made by Merri Berlage. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A Federal Participation Agreement with Illinois Department of Transportation for flood damage 
repair from the Emergency Relief Program in the amount of $511,550 was approved following a motion 
made by Merri Berlage and seconded by Dane Jackson. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, 
Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Kim Monk, Margie Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, 
Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. Absent-William Cooper, Richard Dittmar, Ron 
Mapes and Dan Sheridan. Absent: 4. 
 
 LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COURTS: 
 The plan for the 2012 Tour of Galena/Jo Daviess County cycling stage race as presented by xXx 
Racing and scheduled for June 8, 9 & 10, 2012, was approved following a committee motion made by 
Dane Jackson. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 An intergovernmental agreement between Stephenson County, IL and Jo Daviess County, IL 
regarding housing handicapped prisoners was approved following a committee motion made by Dane 
Jackson. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 Amendments to Jo Daviess County Code of Ordinance Telephone System Board Title 3, Chapter 
2, section 3-2-2 Membership; Appointment; Chairperson, section 3-2-3 Terms of Office; Vacancies and 
section 3-2-7 Powers and Duties were approved following a committee motion made by Dane Jackson. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Gerald Bennett, Merri Berlage, Bernece Hill, Don Hill, 
Dane Jackson, Randy Jobgen, Kim Monk, Margie Montelius, Steven Rutz, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, 
Terry Stoffregen and Don Zillig. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. Absent-William Cooper, Richard Dittmar, Ron 
Mapes and Dan Sheridan. Absent: 4. 
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 An Illinois State purchase bid from Green Chevrolet, Inc of Jacksonville, IL for three 2012 
Chevrolet Impala Police Pursuit squad cars at a cost of $19,657.68 each and a total cost for all three 
vehicles in the amount of $58,973.04 was approved following a committee motion made by Dane 
Jackson. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 Intergovernmental agreements regarding the installation and maintenance of equipment associated 
with Jo Daviess County Radio Communication System with the Menominee-Dunleith Fire Protection 
District, Village of Scales Mound and Village of Warren with the review by State’s Attorney Kurt were 
approved following a committee motion made by Dane Jackson. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A contract was awarded to Midwest Alarm Services to install a fire alarm system in the Public 
Safety Building at a cost of $7,153.00 to be paid from the Public Safety Building budget line item 001-
41122-711 following approval of a committee motion made by Dane Jackson. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A contract was awarded to Top Notch Plumbing, Heating and Electrical to provide electrical 
services to install Midwest Alarm devices in the Public Safety Building at a cost of $5,250.00 to be paid 
from the Public Safety Building budget line item 001-41122-711 was approved following approval of a 
committee motion made by Dane Jackson. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A five-year maintenance agreement with Midwest Alarm Services for annual inspection of the fire 
alarm system in the Public Safety Building at a cost of $565.00 annually to be paid from the Public Safety 
Building budget line item 001-41122-711 was approved following a committee motion made by Dane 
Jackson. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A contract was awarded to Freeport Communications for the purchase of nine mobile radios (8 
squad and 1 covert) for a total cost of $6,657.21 to be paid from the Sheriff’s Vehicle Fund line item 038-
46179-606 following approval of a committee motion made by Dane Jackson.  
 The motion carried by voice vote. 

 
SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL: 
This committee had no business to bring before the board at this time. 

  
 LEGISLATIVE: 
 Merri Berlage and Kim Monk reported that they attended a hearing in Springfield and testified on 
HB4537 dealing with the Prevailing Wage Act. 
  

EXECUTIVE: 
 Jo Daviess County will enter into an Inter Agency Agreement with the Illinois State Police for 
criminal history record information following approval of a committee motion made by Marvin Schultz. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY: 
 This committee had no business to bring before the board at this time. 



Jo Daviess County Board Meeting Minutes 
March 13, 2012 
Page 5 of 7 
 
  
 OTHER COMMITTEES AND BOARDS: 

Board members appointed to other special committees updated the board with actions involving 
those committees.   

 
AGENDA ITEM V – BOARD MEMBER CONCERNS 

 Merri Berlage was concerned that the Public Defenders were not filing their report of hours as 
stated in their contract. State’s Attorney, Terry Kurt, said he would remind them. 
 
 Marvin Schultz stated that it has been reported that the community of Harrisburg, Illinois, which 
was severely damaged by a recent tornado, was denied FEMA assistance.  It was the same scenario in 
which Jo Daviess County was denied FEMA assistance for last year’s flood. Last year Marvin talked to 
an aide in the FEMA department and explained the problem with the formula for public assistance under 
FEMA. Marvin was told that maybe the formula was not working and that it should be reviewed. Marvin 
said that with the recent tornados that this would be a good time to pursue this problem. He said he would 
like to see some meetings with the Legislative Committee and or the local Emergency Management 
officials to see if there can be something done to ensure fair treatment for all communities that have 
suffered from a disaster. 
 

AGENDA ITEM VI – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
Marvin Schultz said that candidates from the newly aligned 17th Congressional Distric, which Jo 

Daviess County is now a part of, will be speaking at the DeSoto House tomorrow night at 7 p.m. 
 
Terry Kurt said he was contacted by some Frentress Lake citizens that are concerned with the 

proposed closure of the railroad trestle which would deny ambulance access to the area if there is a train 
stopped on the tracks. Marvin Schultz said that the Legislative Committee will be looking at the issue and 
would pursue the reinstatement of the Federal fine for trains blocking the tracks over a certain amount of 
time. 

 
Marvin Schultz stated that he feels that the State Legislatures are spending too much time on bills 

that are not important. He feels that the State of Illinois has so many important problems to deal with such 
as a back log of bills and unemployment. He feels that there is a need to get the focus of government back 
to critical issues that the State is currently facing. 
 

AGENDA ITEM VII – CLOSED SESSION 
The board entered closed session at 8:17 p.m. to discuss personnel section 2(c)1, collective 

bargaining section 2(c)2, property section 2(c)5 and litigation section 2(c)11 following approval of a 
motion made by Merri Berlage and seconded by Steve Rutz. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 The board exited closed session and reconvened to open session at 8:35 p.m. following a motion 
made by Kim Monk and seconded by Ron Smith. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 AGENDA ITEM VIII - POSSIBLE ACTION AS A RESULT OF CLOSED SESSION 

There was no action needed as a result of closed session. Agenda item VIII was addressed at last 
month’s meeting. 
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Chairperson Marvin Schultz reminded board members that the April County Board meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, April 9, 2012, at 7 p.m. in order to allow members to attend the Township Annual 
meetings on Tuesday. 

 
AGENDA ITEM IX - ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned following a motion made by Don Zillig and seconded by Terry Stoffregen. 
The motion to adjourn carried by voice vote. 
 
Chairperson Schultz adjourned the meeting at 8:36 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Monday, April 9, 2012, at 

the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
 
 
 

                                    _________________________________ 
       Jean Dimke, Jo Daviess County Clerk  
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JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 

MARCH 13, 2012 
 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 

1. County Board meeting minutes from the February 14, 2012 Board Meeting and February 23, 2012 
Special Board Meeting. 

 
APPOINTMENTS 

1. Appointment of Patrick Keleher as trustee to the Scales Mound Fire Protection District to fill a 
three-year term ending April 30, 2015. 

2. Appointment of Bruce Strohacker as trustee to the Apple River Fire Protection District to fill a 
three-year term ending April 30, 2015. 

3. Appointment of Ernest Lieb as trustee to the Stockton Fire Protection District to fill a three-year 
term ending April 30, 2015. 

 
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Request from the League of Women Voters of Jo Daviess County for financial contribution. 
2. Letter of thanks from NICAA Senior Citizens Services for budget contribution. 
3. ICA (Illinois Counties Association) Scholarships information in regard to 2012-2013 academic 

year. 
 
CLAIMS 

1. Claims approval in the amount of $397,086.30. 
2. Emergency Telephone Systems Board Fund claims in the amount of $29,137.93. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


