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Jo Daviess County Health Department 
Board of Health Meeting 

Jo Daviess County Health Department Conference Room 
Thursday, October 1, 2020 @ 7:00 pm 

 
MINUTES 

 
This meeting was also hosted virtually via Zoom for any members of the public wishing to 
attend.  
 
1. Call to Order:  President Merri Berlage called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

 
2. Roll Call:  Members present: Merri Berlage, Don Hill, Hesper Nowatzki, and Lisa Haas.  

Members present electronically: Peg Dittmar and Tracy Bauer. A quorum was established                             
Member not present: Dr. Barbara Kepner.   
Staff present: Sandra Schleicher, Chad Olson, and Marcia Christ 
Others present: Troy Potter and Brandon Behlke 
Others present electronically: Scott Toot, County Board Chair, and other members of the 
public 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 
a) Minutes from the September 2, 2020 Board of Health Meeting: Lisa Haas made a 

motion to approve the Board of Health meeting minutes; Don Hill seconded the motion.  
All were in favor, motion carried. 
 

4. Citizens’ Comments: Merri Berlage read the following citizen comments submitted by 
Beth Baranski; any related documents that were included along with this statement will be 
attached at the end of the meeting minutes. 
 

      October 1, 2020 
 

Dear Board of Health Members – 
I am writing to you again about concerns related to the land application 
of domest ic  septage in Jo Daviess County. In spite of your recent votes, 
it is my hope that you will consider taking this matter up at some point 
and recommending a discontinuation of this practice to the county board. 
In the meantime, I will provide pertinent information as available to be 
read into your minutes, and appreciate this opportunity. 



 

 

 

I felt there was some confusion at your September 2, 2020 meeting 
regarding who is adopting the practice of land applying domestic septage 
in our county. Please see the attached responses to my recent FOIA 
requests related to this matter. 
The responses to these FOIA requests (and Nancy White's follow-up 
confirmation) suggest, in summary, that as of September 2, 2020, there 
were 11septic plumbers/haulers licensed to operate in Jo Daviess 
County. According to the information provided by the Health 
Department, only one of these septage haulers, listed as "Mike 
Sproule, Mike & Nick Sproule Construction," is land applying 
domestic septage on agricultural land under Jo Daviess County 
ordinance Title 5, Chapter 8, Article A: "Disposal of Domestic Septage." 
All other active haulers are disposing of waste according to one of the 
other four approved methods in the county. Each of these four alternative 
methods involve discharge to IEPA- approved facilities (municipal 
sanitary sewer systems, sludge lagoons or sludge drying beds, incinerator 
devices, or sanitary landfills). 
Domestic septage is defined in the Jo Daviess County ordinance as 
"Liquid or solid material removed from a septic tank or similar system 
that receives only household, noncommercial, nonindustrial waste as 
defined in 40 CFR part 503." Other haulers do land apply biosolids. 
Biosolids are the material that has been treated at a wastewater 
treatment plant under EPA regulation and monitoring. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to clarify these important points. 

 
5. Financial Reports: Public Health fund, Public Health Capital Investment fund, Animal 

Control fund: August 2020 budget comparison reports were presented for review and 
discussion. 
  

6. Unfinished Business  
 

a. Discussion and possible action regarding isolation and quarantine ordinance 
Following board member review and discussion of the drafted ordinance as 
presented; Don Hill made a motion to accept the Isolation and Quarantine Ordinance 
with John Hay’s approval and review of the 15-day notice; seconded by Lisa Haas.  
The motion carried by voice vote; Ayes: 5, Nays: 1 - Merri Berlage. 
.   

b. Discussion and possible action to approve amended Public Health Fund (003) 
and Catastrophic Fund (046) FY2021 Budgets, and move forward to the Joint 
Committee Budget Meeting.  
- Public Health Fund 003; Following review and discussion of the budget 

revisions, Lisa Haas made a motion to approve the amended FY2021 PH Fund 
003 budget as presented and move forward to the Joint Committee Budget 
Meeting; seconded by Hesper Nowatzki.  All were in favor, the motion carried. 



 

 

- PH Catastrophic Fund 046; Following review and discussion of the budget 
revisions, Don Hill made a motion to approve the amended FY2021 PH 
Catastrophic Fund 046 and move forward to the Joint Committee Budget 
meeting; seconded by Hesper Nowatzki.  All were in favor, the motion carried. 

 
7. New Business  

a. Opening and reading of sealed bids for Elizabeth properties 
Merri opened three sealed bids received; she read who had submitted the bids and for 
what property, and the amount of the bids submitted.  It was determined that two of 
the bids received did not meet the minimum bid requirement. 

b. Discussion and possible action to approve sealed bids for sale of Elizabeth 
properties: Lisa Hass made a motion to approve the sealed bid submitted for lots 
07-001-125-00 and 07-001-126-00 in the amount of $30,000; Hesper Nowatzki 
seconded the motion.  All were in favor, the motion carried. 
Hesper Nowatzki made a motion to re-post the request for bids for lots 07-001-127-
00 and 07-001-128-00 at the same minimum requirement of $118,000, and to present 
at the November meeting; Lisa Haas seconded the motion.  All were in favor, the 
motion carried.    

c. Discussion and possible action regarding Environmental Health fees 
Sandra stated that following a 2017 fee study, the Board of Health had approved fee 
increases over the next three years, at 50% per year.  Lisa Haas motioned to not 
institute the raise of EH fees at this time due to the economy and to request 50% 
reimbursement through the counties small business program; Don Hill seconded the 
motion. Merri Berlage, Peg Dittmar, Don Hill, Hesper Nowatzki, and Lisa Hass 
voted in favor of the motion, Tracy Bauer chose to abstain.  The motion carried. 
 

d. Discussion and possible action regarding Animal Control agreement with 
villages: Chad Olson explained that villages who contract with Animal Control to 
pick up an unlimited number of stray dogs is currently charged a $900 annual fee and 
requested they consider charging a per dog rate in order to cover all related expenses. 
Following further discussion, Hesper Nowatzki motioned to approve charging per 
dog @ $300 each; seconded by Peg Dittmar.  All were in favor, the motion carried. 
  

e. Discussion and possible action regarding purchase of fit testing machine. 
Board members reviewed quotes that Sandra had received for the purchase of a fit 
testing machine, considering the warranty, maintenance, and training that would be 
included in the cost.  Following further discussion, Tracy Bauer motioned to approve 
the quote from TSI in the amount of $18,080.00; seconded by Hesper Nowatzki.  All 
were in favor, the motion carried. 
 

8. Closed Session:  At 8:17 pm Merri Berlage moved to go into closed session reading the 
statement below; Lisa Haas made a motion to enter into closed session; seconded by Hesper 
Nowatzki. All members were in favor, the motion carried. 
Voice roll call was taken; Merri Berlage, Peg Dittmar, Don Hill, Hesper Nowatzki, Tracy 
Bauer, and Lisa Haas, were present along with Sandra Schleicher, and Marcia Christ.  
Chad Olson and Brandon Behlke left the meeting. 



 

 

a) Purchase/lease property section 2(c)5 "The purchase or lease of real property for the use 
of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a 
particular parcel should be acquired."  

 
At 8:45 pm Hesper Nowatzki made a motion to return to open session, seconded by Peg 
Dittmar.  All were in favor, the motion carried. 
Voice roll call was taken; Merri Berlage, Peg Dittmar, Don Hill, Hesper Nowatzki, Tracy 
Bauer, and Lisa Haas, were present along with Sandra Schleicher, and Marcia Christ. 
 

9. Possible action as a result of closed session: No action was taken as a result of closed 
session. 
 

10. Administrator’s Comments: Sandra reported the number of active Covid cases and the 
number in quarantine; stating there is definitely an increase.  Sandra gave new employee 
updates, discussed mitigations to begin on Saturday, and reported on preparation for mass 
vaccination.   
 

11. President’s Comments: Merri reported she had attended a Mayor’s meeting where there 
was discussion on how Covid is affecting local businesses. 
 

12. Board Member Comments: no additional comments 
 

13. Citizen’s Comments: no additional comments 
 

14. Next Scheduled Meeting Date:   November 4, 2020 @ 7:00 pm 

 

15. Adjourn:  Hesper Nowatzki made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:09 pm, seconded by 
Don Hill.  All members in favor, the motion carried. 
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