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JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

JUNE 9, 1998 
 

Vice Chairman of the Jo Daviess County Board, Don Crawford, called the meeting to order at 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 1998, at the County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, 
Illinois.   

 
ROLL CALL was answered as follows: Present-Hylene Anderson, Merri Berlage, Ronald 

Buening, Clifford Carroll, Don Crawford, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, William 
McFadden, Charlice Offenheiser, Richard Runde, John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Present: 13. 
Absent-Judith Gratton, Domer Schubert, James Slaats and Jack Zillig. Absent: 4. 

 
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Don Crawford. Invocation and thought of the 

day were given by Hylene Anderson. 
 
THE CONSENT AGENDA was approved as per attached with the following items removed 

for individual voting: 1. the recommendation of the salary increases for the County Engineer and the 
Supervisor of Assessments, 2. the recommendation for the County to be co-applicant for an OSLAD 
grant along with the City of Galena, 3. the recommendation to enter into a 50/50 funding agreement 
with Carroll County for the Savanna Army Depot infrastructure and 4. the consideration of an 
ordinance amending the County’s Alcoholic Beverages Ordinance to include a Limited Liability 
Companies as eligible licensees. 

Corrections to the Executive Committee Minutes of June 1, 1998 included spelling corrections 
of the words pursued, update, based and contained. The June 3, 1998 Government Administration 
Committee minutes included a correction to the spelling of the word regulations. 

The motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Lynn Sisler, seconded by Hylene 
Anderson. 

Motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Hylene Anderson, Merri Berlage, Ronald Buening, 
Clifford Carroll, Don Crawford, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, William McFadden, 
Charlice Offenheiser, Richard Runde, John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. 
Absent-Judith Gratton, Domer Schubert, James Slaats and Jack Zillig. Absent: 4. 

 
PUBLIC WORKS: A Supplemental County Maintenance Resolution appropriating 

$10,459.23 from the Motor Fuel Tax allotment for General County maintenance for 1997 was 
approved following a motion made by Merri Berlage, seconded by Richard Runde. 

Motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Hylene Anderson, Merri Berlage, Ronald Buening, 
Clifford Carroll, Don Crawford, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, William McFadden, 
Charlice Offenheiser, Richard Runde, John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. 
Absent-Judith Gratton, Domer Schubert, James Slaats and Jack Zillig. Absent: 4.  

 
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING: A motion that the County be a co-applicant 

for an OSLAD grant for the purpose of land acquisition of the “Galena Gateway Park” along with the 
City of Galena; and if the grant is successful, and the park land is acquired, the County transfer its 
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ownership interest to the City or some other appropriate governmental unit was made by William 
McFadden. 

Monica Notheis, representing the Land Acquisition Committee of the Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation, summarized the proposal for the Galena Gateway Park. She explained that the primary 
objective is to preserve the Richards’ farm and the panoramic view of Galena in its natural state. She 
stated that the Conservation Foundation is proposing to apply for a $400,000 Open Space Land 
Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) grant through the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR). She explained that an OSLAD grant applicant must be a governmental unit. The foundation is 
requesting that the County become a co-applicant with the City of Galena. The Foundation would raise 
the additional funds required to acquire the land. Ms. Notheis stated that the proposal would be stronger 
if based on countywide statistics rather than just the City of Galena. She commented that the park 
concept is consistent with the 2020 Vision Study that was previously done in the County. The study 
indicated a high priority in saving the natural beauty of the County. It is also consistent with the 
ongoing discussion of the Jo Daviess County Planning process. 

After much discussion by the board a call for the question was made by Clifford Carroll, 
seconded by Ronald Buening. 

The motion for the call of the question carried by voice vote. 
The original motion that the County be a co-applicant for an OSLAD grant for the purpose of 

land acquisition for the “Galena Gateway Park” along with the City of Galena; and if the grant is 
successful, and the park land is acquired, the County transfer its ownership interest to the City or some 
other appropriate governmental unit carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Hylene Anderson, Ronald Buening, 
Clifford Carroll, Don Crawford, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken,  William McFadden, Charlice 
Offenheiser, Richard Runde, John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Ayes: 11. Nays-Merri Berlage and 
Larry Lyons. Nays: 2. Absent-Judith Gratton, Domer Schubert, James Slaats and Jack Zillig. Absent: 4. 

 
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT was granted to West Galena Township for the creation of a park 

for recreational purposes following a motion made by Clifford Carroll, seconded by Ronald Buening.  
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A PLAT OF SUBDIVISION and re-zoning for Harvest Trust, G.D. Evans, beneficiary on a 

parcel of land into three lots at the northwest corner of Clark Lane and Longhollow Road was approved 
following a motion made by John Rutherford, seconded by Ronald Buening. 

Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT for Robert V. Little for the construction and operation of a 

miniature golf course on the northwest corner of U.S. Route 20 and Badger Road, East Dubuque was 
granted following approval of a motion made by John Rutherford, seconded by John Creighton. 

Motion carried by voice vote with a nay vote recorded for Vincent Hasken. 
 
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT was denied to Conmat, Inc. for the operation of new quarry 

located on East Evans Road, Stockton following a motion for approval by John Creighton, seconded by 
William McFadden. 

Motion failed by a show of hands: Ayes: 2. Nays: 10.  Abstain-Larry Lyons. Abstain: 1. Absent: 
4. 

 
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT was granted to Sproule Construction, Inc. for the re-opening of a 
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quarry on the northwesterly side of Derinda Road, 1.5 mile southeast of Tower Road following a 
motion for approval by Ronald Buening, seconded by Charlice Offenheiser. 

Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
WES MARSHALL of Eagle Ridge Inn and Resort was appointed to the CVB Board following 

approval of a motion made by William McFadden, seconded by Vincent Hasken. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
THE CVB will participate in the Burt Wolf broadcast opportunity with expenses not to exceed 

$9,000 appropriated from the Electronic Media Advertising line item if private sponsorship is not 
secured following approval of a motion made by William McFadden, seconded by Vincent Hasken. 

Motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Hylene Anderson, Merri Berlage, Ronald Buening, 
Clifford Carroll, Don Crawford, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, William McFadden, 
Charlice Offenheiser, Richard Runde, John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. 
Absent-Judith Gratton, Domer Schubert, James Slaats and Jack Zillig. Absent: 4. 

 
 
THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION to enter into an agreement with Carroll County 

for 50/50 funding of the Savanna Army Depot infrastructure was approved following a motion made by 
William McFadden.  

John Rutherford stated that the army’s objective is to close the base and get out as cheaply as 
possible. He feels the army has polluted all 13,000 acres of the Depot and  it will take millions of 
dollars to clean it up. John stated that if the prison was sighted down where the present infrastructure is 
then it could tie into the present wastewater plant, which is very adequate. John says it does not make 
good economic sense to place the prison 3 miles away from any infrastructure, creating new wells, 
creating a new wastewater treatment plant at a cost of 12 million dollars. He feels the LRA pushed this 
sight envisioning if the prison is up north and the wastewater system and sewers stretch all the way 
down to the south end of the Depot then industry will come and tap into it. He feels this is only a vision 
and it will not happen. Rutherford feels that it could cost up to 1 million dollars to put in a whole new 
infrastructure.  

Don Crawford said there will not be any new wells to serve the prison and it was the  
Department of Corrections that chose the sight for the prison. 

Lynn Sisler commented that she understood from previous meetings that this would be 
discussed in committee and various options would be brought back to the whole board for a vote. 

Motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Hylene Anderson, Merri Berlage, Ronald Buening, 
Clifford Carroll, Don Crawford, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, William McFadden, Charlice 
Offenheiser and Richard Runde. Ayes: 10. Nays-Larry Lyons, John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Nays: 
3. Absent-Judith Gratton, Domer Schubert, James Slaats and Jack Zillig. Absent: 4. 

 
A RESOLUTION was approved that 1. authorizes the signing and filing of an application with 

the Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Affairs for the $600,000 in appropriated funds 
for infrastructure improvements at the Savanna Army Depot, and 2. when received, such funds shall be 
deposited in a special fund titled “Savanna Army Depot infrastructure Fund” to be used solely for such 
purpose as further authorized by the County Board in partnership with Carroll County and the 
Jo-Carroll Depot LRA, and 3. the FY 1998 Jo Daviess County Budget is hereby amended to reflect the 
addition of the foregoing authorized fund, its revenues, and the expenditures to be made therefrom 
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following a motion made by William McFadden, seconded by Vincent Hasken. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Hylene Anderson, Merri Berlage, Ronald Buening, 

Clifford Carroll, Don Crawford, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, William McFadden, 
Charlice Offenheiser, Richard Runde, John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. 
Absent-Judith Gratton, Domer Schubert, James Slaats and Jack Zillig. Absent: 4. 

 
THE BOARD AUTHORIZED the LRA to hire MSA Professional Services Inc. for the initial 

planning and design for infrastructure at the Savanna Army Depot following a motion made by Vincent 
Hasken, seconded by Ronald Buening. 

Motion carried by voice vote with a nay vote recorded for John Rutherford. 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COURTS: No action was needed. 
 
SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL: Hylene Anderson reported that the Transfer Station 

opening that was scheduled for July has been pushed back several months mainly due to  weather. 
 
FINANCE TAX AND BUDGET: No action was needed. 
 
GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION: AEIS is authorized to remove the underground 

diesel tank behind the Public Safety Building if the cost does not exceed $2,950 following a motion 
made by Lynn Sisler, seconded by Clifford Carroll.  

 Motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Hylene Anderson, Merri Berlage, Ronald Buening, 
Clifford Carroll, Don Crawford, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, William McFadden, 
Charlice Offenheiser, Richard Runde, John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. 
Absent-Judith Gratton, Domer Schubert, James Slaats and Jack Zillig. Absent: 4. 

 
THE COUNTY ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ORDINANCE was amended to include 

Limited Liability Companies as eligible licensees following approval of a motion made by John 
Rutherford, seconded by Lynn Sisler. 

Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Larry Lyons inquired on the status of the LRA appointment that 

was to be considered at this meeting. Vice Chairman Crawford informed the board that the LRA board 
stands one member short and no recommendation was received from the chair for the new appointment. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: The Prevailing Wage Ordinance, Chapter 17, Wages of Employees on 

Public Works, was adopted by the Jo Daviess County Board following a motion made by Ronald 
Buening, seconded by Vincent  Hasken. 

Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: Daniel Downey of Galena spoke in opposition of County and 

State government. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: The board entered executive session at 9:15 p.m. to discuss 

personnel issues following approval of a motion made by Hylene Anderson, seconded by Larry Lyons. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Hylene Anderson, Merri Berlage, Ronald Buening, 
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Clifford Carroll, Don Crawford, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, William McFadden, 
Charlice Offenheiser, Richard Runde, John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. 
Absent-Judith Gratton, Domer Schubert, James Slaats and Jack Zillig. Absent: 4. 

The board exited executive session at 9:40 p.m. 
 
THE COUNTY ENGINEER’S salary was increased to $49,500 effective upon approval 

following a motion made by William McFadden. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Hylene Anderson, Ronald Buening, Clifford Carroll, 

Don Crawford, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, William McFadden, Charlice 
Offenheiser, Richard Runde, John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Ayes: 12. Nays-Merri Berlage. Nays: 1. 
Absent-Judith Gratton, Domer Schubert, James Slaats and Jack Zillig. Absent: 4. 

 
THE COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ASSESSMENT’S salary was increased to $36,562 

effective upon approval following a motion made by William McFadden. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Hylene Anderson, Ronald Buening, Clifford Carroll, 

Don Crawford, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, William McFadden, Charlice 
Offenheiser, Richard Runde, John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Ayes: 12. Nays-Merri Berlage. Nays: 1. 
Absent-Judith Gratton, Domer Schubert, James Slaats and Jack Zillig. Absent: 4. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned following a motion made by Ronald Buening, 

seconded by Richard Runde. 
 
Vice Chairman Don Crawford adjourned the meeting at 9:50 p.m. until 7 p.m. on Tuesday, July 

14, 1998 at the County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
   
            

       ___________________________________  
      Jean Dimke, County Clerk 


