
 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
COMMITTEE: Law Enforcement & Courts   
CHAIRPERSON: Bill Bingham, Chairman 
DATE/TIME: May 21, 2018 @ 5:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:   

 Bill Bingham 
 Steve Allendorf 

 Brandon Behlke  
 Scott Toot 

 LaDon Trost 
 RJ Winkelhake

 Don Zillig (entered @ 5:06 pm) 
  
A quorum was established. 
 
Other Board Members:  None 
 
Others:  Klaus Kreschmer, Paul Kurt, Dan Reimer 
 
1. Minutes Approval: 

a) Minutes from April 16, 2018 Law Enforcement & Courts Committee meeting 
Steve Allendorf made a motion to approve the April 16, 2018 Law Enforcement & 
Courts Committee meeting minutes as presented.  Seconded by RJ Winkelhake and 
motion carried. 

b) Minutes from May 8, 2018 Special Law Enforcement & Courts Committee meeting 
Scott Toot made a motion to approve the May 8, 2018 Special Law Enforcement & 
Courts Committee meeting minutes as presented.  Seconded by Steve Allendorf and 
motion carried. 

2. Citizens’ Comments:  None.   

3. Unfinished Business 
a) Update on five year capital improvement plan – Nothing new to update. 
b) FY2017/FY2018 Strategic Goals & Plans – Timeline Responsibilities – Nothing new to 

report. 
 

4. New Business 
a) Discussion and possible action on the purchase of body cameras – Lt. Tim Wand, discussed 

that Sheriff Turner would like to purchase body cameras from Axon and he would like the 
Law & Courts Committee to review the quotes and forward the purchase plan to the 
Finance Committee for approval.  The committee reviewed the handout which was 
included in the informational packet.  Dan Reimer discussed that $20,000 was appropriated 
in the FY2018 budget as an unfunded request for the purchase of body cameras. The 
committee reviewed the recommended proposal which includes the purchase 19 body 
cameras, 12 in car units, and 22 basic licenses for $21,745. The annual maintenance fee is 
$10,917 beginning in year 2.   Sheriff Turner applied for a grant to help pay for the body 
cameras but was unsuccessful. The year one cost exceeds the amount appropriated and the 
ongoing annual maintenance cost was not approved in the budget plan. Sheriff would like 
to go ahead with the purchase, but make sure the Finance Committee approves of a target 
increase for the annual maintenance agreement which begins in 2019. Reimer explained 
that with targeted based budgeting the Finance Committee would have to approve the 
annual maintenance expense as either a necessary or mandatory expense. If the FY2019 
budget guidelines remain the same as previous years the committee could approve the 
annual maintenance expense as a recurring expense beginning with the FY2019 budget.  If 
they don’t feel it is mandatory or necessary it would go into the unfunded list with the 
whole project.  Steve Allendorf and RJ Winkelhake both expressed their desire to purchase 



 

the body cameras and get them to the officers as quickly as possible and make a 
recommendation to the Finance Committee to fund years two, three, four and five for the 
maintenance fee.  Dan Reimer added that if approved there should be a resolution drafted 
for County Board approval memorializing the purchase and ongoing annual maintenance 
cost.  RJ Winkelhake made a motion to move forward a recommendation to the 
Finance, Tax & Budgets Committee to purchase body cameras at a cost of $21,745 
with $20,000 already in the FY2018 budget and to fund an additional $1,745 in 
FY2018 and fund annual maintenance costs of $10,917 beginning with FY2019 for 
four years.  Seconded by Don Zillig and motion carried. 

b) Discussion and possible action to rescind a motion, made by the Jo Daviess County Board 
on April 9, 2018, to award a contract to Mobile Electronics for the purchase of a radio 
antenna at the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in Hanover, Illinois at a cost not to 
exceed $19,097.00  – Dan Reimer discussed  that a contract was awarded for the purchase 
of a radio antenna for the Emergency Operation Center (EOC) in Hanover, however it was 
subsequently  determined that there were some issues with the bidding process.  John Hay, 
State’s Attorney, reviewed the action taken by the County Board and recommended that the 
contract award be rescinded.  A notification letter was sent to Mobile Electronics.  RJ 
Winkelhake made a motion to rescind a motion, made by the Jo Daviess County 
Board on April 9, 2018, to award a contract to Mobile Electronics for the purchase of 
a radio antenna at the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in Hanover, Illinois at a 
cost not to exceed $19,097.00.  Seconded by Scott Toot and motion carried.  Steve 
Allendorf abstained from the vote. 

c) Discussion and possible action to approve the use of sole/single source procurement, per 
County Code Title II Chapter 1 Section 7F., for the purchase of radio communication 
equipment for the Emergency Operations Center in Hanover, IL and the purchase of a new 
Radio Communication Tower from Paul Kurt and ComElec Services – Steve Allendorf 
discussed that Paul Kurt and ComElec Services were the contractors who completed the Jo 
Daviess County  Radio Communication Systems Project a few years ago and ComElec has 
a continuing  annual maintenance agreement with the County to maintain the system.   Kurt 
is extremely familiar with the system.  Chuck Pedersen is under some time restraints with 
completing the purchase of equipment for the EOC grant.  The proposed tower in Hanover 
was originally planned just to provide communication during an emergency. However, in 
future discussion it was determined that a taller antenna could help with providing 
communication coverage to other areas of the County that are currently not served, 
especially along the Mississippi River.  Dan Reimer discussed that the State’s Attorney 
recommended that a Request for Proposal be prepared. Allendorf discussed the difficulty of 
knowing what equipment specifications are needed in an RFP. There was considerable 
discussion on the location of the tower and the need to have the soil tested completed 
before finalizing a location. RJ Winkelhake made a motion to approve the use of 
sole/single source procurement, per County Code Title II Chapter 1 Section 7F., for 
the purchase of radio communication equipment for the Emergency Operations 
Center in Hanover, IL and the purchase of a new Radio Communication Tower from 
Paul Kurt and ComElec Services.  Seconded by LaDon Trost.   
 
RJ Winkelhake  made a motion to withdraw the motion to approve the use of 
sole/single source procurement, per County Code Title II Chapter 1 Section 7F., for 
the purchase of radiou communication equipment for the Emergency Operations 
Center in Hanover, IL and the purchase ot a new Radio Communication Tower from 
Paul Kurt and ComElec Services.  Seconded by LaDon Trost.  The motion is 
withdrawn. 
 



 

RJ Winkelhake made a motion to request Steve Keeffer move forward with a soil 
analysis for the Hanover EMA Radio Communication Tower.  Seconded by LaDon 
Trost.  RJ Winkelhake made a motion to amend the original motion to include a 
second site.  Seconded by LaDon Trost.  Motion carried on the amended motion 
following a voice vote.  Motion carried on the original motion as amended following a 
voice vote. 
 
RJ Winkelhake made a motion to recommend that a design/build proposal be issued 
for a radio communication tower at the Hanover EMA Facility in Hanover, IL that 
meets height requirements for transmission and reception to the Galena tower, and 
the necessary installation of equipment including foundation, excavation and concrete 
work and moving the repeater from the Hanover water tower to the new tower at the 
Highway facility.  Seconded by LaDon Trost.  Reimer reviewed a budget worksheet and 
possible funding sources/line item appropriations in the current FY2018 budget for this 
project.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

d) Discussion and possible action on an Ordinance to Amend the Code of Ordinances of Jo 
Daviess County, Illinois Title 4. Business and License Regulations, Chapter 1 Liquor 
Control, Section 9 Renewal of License – RJ Winkelhake commented that this is something 
the Liquor Commission is bringing forward to the Law Enforcement & Courts Committee.  
The purpose is to amend the Liquor Control Ordinance to require an annual background 
check on every renewal of a liquor license.  The County currently only requires a 
background check with the initial liquor license application.  RJ Winkelkhake made a 
motion to Amend the Code of Ordinances of Jo Daviess County, Illinois Title 4, 
Business and License Regulations Chapter 1 Liquor Control, Section 9 Renewal of 
License to read that every liquor license will have a background check done every 
year.  Seconded by Steve Allendorf and motion carried. 

 
5. Staff Reports 

a) Sheriff's Report – No report. 
b) Circuit Clerk’s Office – No report. 
c) Probation – No report. 
d) Public Defender – No reports.   
e) Other – None. 

 
6. Citizens’ Comments – None. 
 

7. Board Member Concerns – Chuck Pedersen discussed that the Elected Officials Workshop, 
which will be held at Crossroads Community Church in Galena, has been rescheduled to 
Wednesday, August 22nd from 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., followed by a tour of all of the 
equipment, lunch is included.  If the County Board would like, Pedersen can bring a class here 
called “NIMS for Elected Officials” for a four hour class that would satisfy NIMS training 
requirements. Committee members were favorable to this.  Pedersen will reach out to IEMA to 
get this scheduled.  Don Zillig commented that two months ago at the Legislative Committee 
meeting Sheriff Turner sent them a Sheriff’s Association update opposing four house bills and 
one senate bill.  Last Wednesday at our Legislative Committee meeting a vote was taken on a 
resolution opposing these bills, the motion passed five to two.  LaDon Trost discussed that 
Effingham County and a number of other counties have passed a resolution to become a 
sanctuary county against certain bills that have been presented on gun legislation.  Trost is 
strongly opposed to all of these bills, because most of them are basically unenforceable and 
they make instant felons out of honest, law abiding people.  He believes if we lose any portion 



 

of our second amendment, what comes next.  Trost contacted Effingham County and got a copy 
of their resolution and revised it for Jo Daviess County exactly as it was done by Effingham 
County and the twenty some other counties that have passed it.  Trost read the Effingham 
County resolution.  Don Zillig added that the Sheriff’s Association supported this resolution.  
RJ Winkelhake discussed that he opposes a resolution and believes in the laws that we have 
that control the weapons that we can buy, we need to enforce those.  This committee has all 
taken an oath of office to support the constitution of this state and the laws of this state.  By 
doing something like this you give people that live here a sense that they don’t have to obey the 
rest of the law.  If they travel to another part of the state they are in violation of the law.  
Winkelhake believes we do not have any business creating any kind of sanctuary from any of 
our state laws. That is not serving the public very well.  Steve Allendorf feels we are here to 
represent our constituents.  He would want to speak to those constituents and find out what the 
general consensus is.  We live in a very diverse county.  We have our own personal opinions 
but we need to look to the people that we represent and find out what they want us to do.  RJ 
Winkelhake commented that he received a phone call from Representative Stewart who told 
him that Jo Daviess County was the recipient of an Opportunity Grant. The area designated 
includes all of Stockton and all the way south and east in the county.  This is a part of the 2017 
tax reform that the federal government passed. 

 
The next Law Enforcement & Courts Committee meeting will be Monday, June 18, 2018, at 5:00 
p.m. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m. following a motion by Don Zillig and a second by Scott Toot. 
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