
COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
COMMITTEE: Executive Committee   
CHAIRPERSON: Scott Toot, Vice-Chairman 
DATE/TIME: April 4, 2019 @ 6:30 pm 
PRESENT:   

 Brandon Behlke (7:01p) 
 Scott Toot 
 Steve Allendorf 

 

 Bill Bingham  
 Don Hill  
 John Lang 

 

 LaDon Trost  
 Lucas Bourquin 

A quorum was established.   

Other Board Members: None 

Others:  Melisa Hammer, Kathy Phillips, Dan Reimer and Eric Tison 

1. Minutes Approval 
a) Minutes of the March 5, 2019 Executive Committee meeting – John Lang made a motion to 

approve the March 5, 2019 Executive Committee meeting minutes as presented.  
Seconded by Steve Allendorf and motion carried. 

2. Citizens’ Comments – None.  

3. Unfinished Business 

a) FY2017/FY2018 Strategic Goals and Plans/Board Retreat Committee Assignments – Scott 
Toot reported that the 2019 County Board Retreat will be held on May 15th at the Elizabeth 
Community Building.  Dan Reimer discussed that at past County Board Retreats, the 
Committee Chair of each standing committee provided a brief update and progress report on 
each of the items assigned to their respective Committee. The Committee reviewed their 
Committee assignments from the 2017 County Board Retreat. 

b) Update on the Bautsch Gray and Marsden Mine Sites on Blackjack Road – Nothing new to 
report at this time. 

c) Update on Jo Daviess County FOIA requests – The committee reviewed the updated FOIA 
request report. 

d) Jo Daviess County Social Media – Nothing new to report at this time. 

e) Update, discussion and possible action on the creation of Special Service Area Commissions 
Scott Toot reported that Special Service Area Commissions were established at the March 
County Board meeting. Toot discussed that he would like to appoint four County Board 
members to each of the Special Service Area Commissions plus one non-county board 
member who lives in the respective Special Service Area.  Toot talked to John Hay about a 
resolution to create the commissions.  Toot will send out a letter to all of the ambulance 
boards. 

4. New Business       
a) Discussion and possible action on Informational Editorial on Hotel/Motel Tax, Guest 

Accommodations and Bed & Breakfast Process – Melisa Hammer, Treasurer, reviewed a 
draft informational letter that discusses some of the issues regarding license requirements for 
guest accommodations and bed & breakfasts, payment requirements for hotel/motel tax and 
online travel agencies. Hammer and Eric Tison, JDC Planning & Development Administrator 
met with Hillary Dickenson from Galena Gazette to discuss some of the issues associated 
with guest accommodations and collection of hotel/motel tax. Tison discussed the 
informational piece and that educating the public is important to ensure that properties are 
properly licensed and in compliance. Hammer and Tison recommended that information be 



posted on the JDC website and that public meetings be scheduled to explain the guest 
accommodations process and the hotel/motel tax process. 

b) Discussion and possible action on a Resolution to Approve the Classification of the Chief 
Deputy Assessment Officer Position, to Amend the Jo Daviess County Pay Grade Structure 
Schedule, and Approve a New Position Description – Scott Toot commented that this item 
will be postponed this month and brought back next month.    

c) Discussion and possible action on an ordinance(s) to establish civil fees and criminal and 
traffic assessments to be charged by the Circuit Clerk – Kathy Phillips, Jo Daviess County 
Circuit Clerk discussed that the Illinois General Assembly passed legislation in 2018, which 
completely overhauls the criminal, traffic and civil fee structures in the circuit courts 
throughout the State of Illinois. The purpose of the legislation is to consolidate fees into 
unified schedules for all counties, to realign fees to be constitutional, and to provide for fee 
waivers for low income individuals. Effective July 1, 2019, Section 27.1b of the Clerks of 
Courts Act sets out the fees to be charged in all counties by the Clerks of the Circuit Court. 
Unless otherwise specified the amount of the fees shall be determined by ordinance or 
resolution of the county board and remitted to the county treasurer to be used for purposes 
related to the operation of the court system in the county. The County portion of the amount 
is set by statute. Right now most of the revenue from fines and fees is deposited into the 
General Fund. The Act states that the funds have to be used for the courts so we may not be 
able to deposit the revenue directly into the General Fund even thou the expense budgets for 
the Courts, Circuit Clerk, and Court Security are General Fund budgets. Brandon Behlke 
entered the meeting at 7:01 p.m. and took over as chairman of the meeting.  Melisa 
Hammer suggested that a special revenue fund be established to receive the fees from the 
Circuit Clerk and an annual appropriation be made to transfer funds to the General Fund to 
defray some of the costs associated with the Courts.  John Hay joined the meeting via 
conference call.  Hay clarified that these assessments are being put in place so that fines and 
court costs are easier to figure out and so that they are equally applied across the state so 
there is no unequal treatment.  This new legislation has the possibility of causing a significant 
decrease in the amount of money the County receives from court fees and things of that 
nature, due primarily to the waiver of fees for low income individuals. John Lang made a 
motion to approve a Resolution to Establish Civil Fees and Criminal and Traffic 
Assessments to be charged by the Clerk of the Circuit Court.  Seconded by Don Hill and 
motion carried.  A nay vote was recorded for Steve Allendorf. 
 
Scott Toot made a motion to enter into closed session at 7:26 p.m. for the purpose of 
Personnel section 2(c)1 “The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 
performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for 
the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee 
of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.”  
Topic of discussion:  Chief Deputy Assessment Officer AND Purchase/lease property 
section 2(c)5 "The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, 
including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel 
should be acquired. Section 2.06.” Topic of discussion: Lease of property, Galena, IL.  
Seconded by Bill Bingham and motion carried.  At 8:23 p.m. Scott Toot made a motion 
to reconvene to open session.  Seconded by Steve Allendorf and motion carried.  A roll 
call vote followed resulting in all ayes from Steven Allendorf, Brandon Behlke, Bill 
Bingham, Don Hill, John Lang, Scott Toot, and LaDon Trost. 
 

5. Closed Session 
1. Personnel section 2(c)1  



"The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of 
specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing 
testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal 
counsel for the public body to determine its validity."   Topic of discussion:  Chief Deputy 
Assessment Officer 

2. Collective bargaining section 2(c)2  
         “Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their 

representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of 
employees.”\ 

3. Litigation section 2(c)11 
“Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has 
been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body 
finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be 
recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting.” 

4. Purchase/lease property section 2(c)5 
"The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings 
held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired." 
Section 2.06.”  Topic of discussion:  Lease of property, Galena, IL 

  
6. Possible action as a result of closed session – There is no action as a result of closed session. 

 
7. Staff Reports 

a) County Clerk/Recorder – No report.   
b) County Administrator - Dan Reimer, County Administrator, reported that Matt Schueler, 

CPA from Wipfli, will attend the County Board meeting on April 8th to present the Jo Daviess 
County FY2018 Annual Financial Reports (audit).  Reimer reviewed the General Fund and 
Special Funds – Salary & Benefit Summary report, the Major Programs Year-End Fund 
Balance Comparisons Report, the IMRF/SLEP Employer Contribution Rates Report, and the 
Revenue/Expenditures/Fund Balance for ALL County Funds Report. 
 

8. Summary of Committee Activities – None. 
    

9. Citizens Comments – None.  
 
10. Board Member Concerns – Steve Allendorf commented that he would like to make a recommendation 

that we present two resolutions at the upcoming Board meeting.  The first resolution would be to honor 
Trooper Brooke Jones-Story as a lifelong citizen of Jo Daviess County and the sacrifice that she made not 
only for the citizens of this county but the State of Illinois.  Allendorf feels it would be very fitting for us 
to recognize her sacrifice and sympathies to her family.  The second resolution would be to recognize 
Sheriff Turner and his staff, and other local law enforcement and emergency response agencies for the 
outstanding job that they did assisting the State Police in providing law enforcement services during the 
time of Trooper Jones-Story’s wake and funeral services.  LaDon Trost commented that there are a 
number of bills in the House right now that are anti-law enforcement bills and anti-gun bills.   

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:56 p.m. following a motion made by Steve Allaendorf. Seconded by LaDon Trost 
and motion carried. 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee is scheduled for Tuesday, May 7, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.   
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