
 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
COMMITTEE: Development & Planning (D&P)   
CHAIRPERSON: Brandon Behlke, Chairman  
DATE/TIME: March 26, 2019 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  

 Brandon Behlke  John Schultz   Robert O’Connor 
 Robert Heuerman  Staci Duerr    Ron Smith 
 Scott Toot 

 
A quorum was established. 
 
Other Board members:  None 
 
Others:  Mike Dittmar, Melisa Hammer, Lisa McCarthy, Dan Reimer and Eric Tison  

1. Approval of Minutes 
a) Review and approve minutes for the February 26, 2019 Development & Planning Committee 

meeting – Robert Heuerman made a motion to approve the minutes for the February 26, 
2019 Development & Planning Committee meeting.  Seconded by John Schultz and 
motion passed.   

2. Citizens’ Comments - None 

3. Unfinished Business 

a) FY2017/FY2018 Strategic Goals & Plans – Timelines/Responsibilities – The committee 
reviewed their committee assignments from the 2017 County Board retreat.   

b) Update on Enterprise Zone – Ron Smith reported that the enterprise zone application for 
Stephenson/Jo Daviess County was submitted to the State.  It is anticipated that the State will 
make decisions on the applications in September.   

c) Update on Ag promotion/support – No report.  

d) Discussion and possible action on the Jo Daviess County Revolving Loan Fund 
Policy/Application – Dan Reimer reviewed the Jo Daviess County Revolving Loan Fund 
Policy and application. Staci Duerr discussed that typically an individual looking for funding 
for a new business will go to their bank first for funding.  Duerr asked if all of the banks in 
the county are aware of the County’s Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Program and discuss the 
possibility with their customers. Reimer commented that there have been some inquires in 
recent years but the last actual loan approved by the County Board was several years ago. 
Reimer recommended that the policy be reviewed. Reimer discussed that the Community 
Development Corporation (CDC) is longer in existence and was dissolved in 2018. Before 
dissolving, the CDC Board approved the transfer of assets of the CDC to the Jo Daviess 
County Economic Development Fund. The CDC was made up of representatives from local 
banks that were responsible for reviewing loan applications and making recommendations to 
the Development & Planning Committee. The committee discussed possible revisions to the 
Jo Daviess County Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) policy/application. The RLF Program was 
established to provide a source of gap financing for expanding or start-up businesses.  The 
committee discussed possible new procedures including shifting the responsibility of loan 
application review to NW Illinois Economic Development (NWILED) in conjunction the 
local bank representative.  Lisa McCarthy, NWILED and Staci Duerr volunteered to work on 
updating and revising the policy/application and bring it back to the next meeting.   

e) Discussion and possible action on updates to the Jo Daviess County Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategies Plan – Eric Tison, Planning & Development 
Administrator, and Lisa McCarthy, NWILED discussed the updates that were made to Jo 
Daviess County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies Plan. The attached capital 
projects list for Jo Daviess County had previously been approved by the County Board. The 



 

committee reviewed the plan.  John Schultz made a motion to approve the updated Jo 
Daviess County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies (CEDS) Plan.  
Seconded by Scott Toot and motion passed. 

 

4. New Business 

a) Discussion and possible action on a Revolving Loan Application request – Mike Dittmar, 
Dittmar Farms, LLC, presented a plan to build a tree house for short term rental purposes. 
The tree house will fit in perfect with tourism in Jo Daviess County. Dittmar plans to tie it 
into their Ag tourism business which includes a pumpkin patch.  This is very unique and will 
bring families and people to our town.  Dittmar is working with a local bank but needs some 
additional funding in order to proceed with the project. Dittmar discussed a revolving loan 
request which he submitted to the Committee for consideration.  Eric Tison commented that 
he will work with Dittmar in regards to a special use permit which will be required for this 
project. Staci Duerr made a motion to recommend approval of the Revolving Loan Fund 
application by Dittmar Farms LLC contingent on approval, servicing and underwriting 
loan by Apple River State Bank.  Seconded by Robert O’Connor and motion passed.  
Scott Toot abstained from the vote. 

b) Discussion and possible action on a press distribution regarding Guest Accommodations and 
Hotel/Motel Tax – Eric Tison discussed that at the committee’s direction and agreed to by the 
Finance Committee he and County Treasurer, Melisa Hammer have been working on a draft 
of a guest editorial intended to be an educational piece to advise people of what they need to 
do in order to maintain compliance with the Jo Daviess County hotel/motel ordinance.  
Melisa Hammer reviewed the editorial with the Committee.  Hammer then suggested that 
Sandra Schleicher, Jo Daviess County Health Department, take a look at the draft as well.  
The intent is to publish the editorial in the newspaper and put on the County website.  Lisa 
McCarthy suggested having an introductory paragraph about how important tourism is in our 
county and why we are doing it. John Schultz made a motion to forward a press 
distribution regarding Guest Accommodations and Hotel/Motel Tax to the Finance, Tax 
& Budgets Committee.  Seconded by Ron Smith and motion passed. 

c) Discussion and possible action regarding Video Gaming Terminals – Eric Tison discussed 
that his office received an email inquiry about adding video gaming terminals at Chestnut 
Mountain Resort.  That led Tison to research if this is allowed in the zoning ordinance.  Dan 
Reimer provided him with some background and a resolution from a number of years ago 
regarding revenue received from video gaming.  A licensed establishment must pour liquor.  
They would need to meet the appropriate zoning requirements in order to be a licensed 
establishment in the district.  Tison discussed that the State issues the license and to be 
eligible the business must also meet certain requirements of the Jo Daviess County zoning 
ordinance.   

5. Staff Reports 

a) Building & Zoning 
i. Monthly Report – Eric Tison, Planning & Development Administrator, reported that his 

office received a call from Bluestem Energy specific to the North Galena solar site that was 
approved in January; this is the former mine site. Because of environmental due diligence on 
the property, they have withdrawn the location from the State ‘lottery’ program for 
community solar. Tison discussed that he was assured that this does not preclude, nor 
prohibit, the possibility of future development of the project as a brownfield site. The 
additional due diligence and study of the site will take too long to be considered in the 
‘lottery’ program and is being removed from the State Renewable Energy lottery.   

 

b) Economic Development 
i. NW Illinois Economic Development Monthly Report – Lisa McCarthy, NW Illinois 

Economic Development Executive Director, thanked Jo Daviess County for sponsoring a 
table of eight and sending supporters to celebrate the sold out 10th Anniversary Annual 
Meeting.  It was appreciated.  NWILED will be attending a committee meeting April 11 



 

in Dubuque to learn the results of the safety study of Highway 20 which has been 
completed.  The other project is a feasibility study of the IEI Barge Services terminal in 
East Dubuque.  That study will last about 12-14 months.  Thanks to all the private 
sponsors that made the original study, and the following studies possible.  NWILED met 
with Economic Growth Corp. about their plans to redevelop the Campbell Center in Mt. 
Carroll.  NWILED offered to introduce them to a personal contact, Richard Driehaus, 
founder of the Driehaus Foundation.  Economic Growth accepted and applied for a 
$450,000 grant for historic restoration of the property.  The grant was not funded but 
NWILED encouraged EGC to apply again next year.  NWILED is following up a lead 
from a capital company outside of the region and a business outside the country.  They 
have asked the Mayors of Stockton and Savanna to identify possible projects in their 
communities.  The Enterprise Zone supplication has been submitted.  The State of Illinois 
will award the zones in September, 2019 which begin January, 2020.  The $1,000 
Entrepreneurial Scholarship Competition was awarded to high school senior Jaycie 
VanKampen for her business plan to study as a pathologist to serve regional schools.  
NWILED’s Healthcare Collaborative completed Strategy 5 requiring setting 
measurements for successful talent retention for CNs, LPNs, RNs and EMTs.  NWILED 
is recruiting additional healthcare businesses to participate in Stephenson County and 
Green County, WI.  The Hospitality Collaborative completed Strategy 5 requiring setting 
measurements for successful talent retention for food preparation and serving, 
dishwashers, housekeeping and landscaping.  The talent providers met to learn about the 
program.  Highland Community College presented to the Collaborative their hospitality 
courses.  The Collaborative will present TPM to the high school guidance counselors 
1/31 at CTE Academy.  The Build it * Grow it businesses education program is held at 
the Stockton Township Library on the second Thursday of the month, Jan. – Oct., 8:30 
a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Brian McIntyre will have five hours of private consulting available 
each month from 10:15 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at Illinois Bank & Trust in Stockton.  Businesses 
can sign up for free consulting at http://www.nwiled.org/builditgrowit.  All these services 
are at no charge to the business owner or manager.  The Galena consulting sessions will 
assist three businesses to complete 15 hours of private consulting over 10 months with 
McIntyre at $900 per business.  A free hour of consulting is offered Jan. – Oct., 8 a.m. – 
9:00 a.m. at Illinois Bank & Trust on Main Street in Galena.  Build it * Grow it’s 
Entrepreneurial Mastermind Forum will be held on the 4th Thursday of the month, Jan. – 
Oct., 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. at Prairie Ridge in Galena.  All businesses in the region are 
welcome.  The cost is only $15 per session.  Email info@nwiled.org for more 
information.  Honeywell will offer a job fair for its employees in September.  Several 
businesses have expressed interest and NWILED will contact local businesses once the 
details are known.  The plant is scheduled to close by the end of 2019.  NWILED is 
working with County Transit on a possible dedicated route from Galena to Freeport for 
Honeywell employees.  NWILED has hosted five Hour of Code introductory programs.  
All the participants have indicated they would like to take more classes on computer 
coding through May.  NWILED will plan to form teams to compete on coding 
challenges.  Email dboden@nwiled.org for more information.  Classes are free for 
students.  NWILED is continuing to supply data to consultants, is creating a new web site 
and a marketing plan for the Savanna Industrial Park with Weston Solutions.  They hope 
to complete the work by the end of April.  NWILED is interested in speaking with 
businesses that are interested in hosting a 2-4 hour job shadow for high school juniors 
and seniors.  For more information contact the NWILED office at (815) 858-4491.  
NWILED is proud to announce their newest Board member, Micah Ranson.  Ranson is a 
Public Administration student at Highland Community College, who plans to finish his 
education at Columbia College upon graduation.  He works full-time as a 911 dispatcher 
for Jo Daviess County Sheriff’s office, serves as an EMT for Galena and Elizabeth, and is 
a Precinct Committeeman with the Jo Daviess County Republican Central Committee.  
NWILED is hosting a Start Up Across America event Thursday, Nov. 21.  They are 
looking for volunteers to assist with planning and hosting the event to include a business 
education session on starting a business and a social reception to follow.  The next 
NWILED Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 11, 5:30 p.m. – 700 p.m. at 
NWILED’s office in Hanover. 

http://www.nwiled.org/builditgrowit
mailto:info@nwiled.org
mailto:dboden@nwiled.org


 

c) LRA Board – Ron Smith reported that the LRA Port Authority cancelled their meeting last 
month and will be meeting in April.   

6. Citizens’ Comments – None.   

7. Board Member Concerns – Scott Toot discussed that he plans to appoint Diane Gallagher to 
replace Jacob Shireman on the County Board.  Brandon Behlke commented that he met 
with Lisa McCarthy this afternoon to start the ground work for the Ad-Hoc Economic 
Development Committee.  The committee will hold their first meeting on April 17th.   

 
The next regular Development & Planning Committee meeting will be Tuesday, April 23, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. following a motion made by Scott Toot and seconded by Staci Duerr, 
motion passed. 
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