
JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

BUDGET HEARING, NOVEMBER 19, 2002 

 
 CALL TO ORDER: Chairman of the Jo Daviess County Board, Merri Berlage, 
called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, November 19, 2002 at the Jo Daviess 
County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
 
 ROLL CALL was answered as follows: Present-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, 
Dorte Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, Margie 
Montelius, Yerda Potter, John Rutherford, Domer Schubert, Lynn Sisler, Terry 
Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Present: 15. Absent-Francis Powers. Absent: 1. 
  
 THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Chairperson Berlage.  
 
 THE THOUGHT FOR THE DAY was given by Joanne Bielenda. 
 
 AGENDA ITEM I-NEW BUSINESS 
 A motion to discuss the annual budget for FY2003 was made by Lynn Sisler, 
seconded by John Rutherford. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A motion to adopt the FY2003 proposed annual budget for Jo Daviess County as 
printed was made by John Rutherford, and seconded by Joanne Bielenda. 
 
 An amendment to the motion to reduce the budget by $92,000 in General County, 
$40,000 in Public Health, $27,000 in Mental Health and $30,000 in Extension Education 
was made by Larry Lyons and seconded by John Creighton. 
 
 A secondary amendment to reduce Extension Education by $69,200 was made by 
John Creighton and seconded by Larry Lyons. 
 The secondary amendment to reduce Extension Education by $69,200 failed by 
voice vote. 
 
 The primary amendment to reduce the budget by $92,000 in General County, 
$40,000 in Public Health, $27,000 in Mental Health and $30,000 in Extension Education 
failed by voice vote. 
 
 An amendment to the original motion to adopt the FY2003 proposed annual 
budget showing a reduction to the Regional Superintendent of Schools and Extension 
Education budget to 95% of last year’s budget was made by Vincent Hasken and 
seconded by Larry Lyons. 
  

The question was divided to be voted on separately following approval of a 
motion made by Vincent Hasken, and seconded by Jody Carroll. 

The division of the question carried by voice vote. 
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The Regional Superintendent of Schools portion of the budget for Jo Daviess 

County will be reduced to 95% of last year’s budget following approval of previous 
motion made by Vincent Hasken and seconded by Larry Lyons. 

The motion carried by voice vote with nay votes recorded for Dorte Breckenridge, 
John Rutherford, Lynn Sisler and Terry Stoffregen. 

 
 The Extension Education portion of the budget for Jo Daviess County will be 

reduced to 95% of last year’s budget following approval of previous motion made by 
Vincent Hasken and seconded by Larry Lyons. 

The motion carried by voice vote with nay votes recorded for John Rutherford, 
Lynn Sisler and Terry Stoffregen. 

 
The original motion to adopt the FY2003 annual proposed budget including the 

previous accepted amendments was approved by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, 
Joanne Bielenda, Dorte Breckenridge, Vincent Hasken, Yerda Potter, John Rutherford, 
Domer Schubert, Lynn Sisler, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 11. 
Nays-Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Larry Lyons and Margie Montelius. Nays: 4. 

 
A motion to approve the FY2003 appropriation ordinance as presented including 

the previous budget adjustments was made by Jack Zillig and seconded by John 
Rutherford. The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, Vincent Hasken, Yerda Potter, John Rutherford, Domer Schubert, Lynn 
Sisler, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 10. Nays-Merri Berlage, 
Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Larry Lyons and Margie Montelius. Nays: 5. 

 
 The FY2003 Annual Tax Levy Ordinance including the previous approved 
changes was approved following a motion made by Dorte Breckenridge and seconded by 
Margie Montelius.  

 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne 
Bielenda, Dorte Breckenridge, Vincent Hasken, Yerda Potter, John Rutherford, Domer 
Schubert, Lynn Sisler, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 11. Nays-
Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Larry Lyons and Margie Montelius. Nays: 4. 
 
 AGENDA ITEM II-CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
 Nancy Miller, Chief County Assessment Officer, reminded board members that 
the County Administrator and department heads have been working on budgets since 
July. She stated that the proper time to address changes to the budget would have been at 
one of the many Finance Committee meetings or at the County Board Budget Workshop 
held on October 29. 
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AGENDA ITEM III-ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned following a motion made by Lynn Sisler, seconded by 

Jack Zillig. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Chairperson Berlage adjourned the meeting at 8:17 p.m. until 7 p.m. Monday, 

December 2, 2002 at the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess County 
Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 

 
     __________________________________ 
        Jean Dimke, Jo Daviess County Clerk 
   


