
 
 

JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
AND 

HOME HEALTH CARE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2006 
 
The Jo Daviess County Board of Health and Home Health Care Advisory Committee held a 
meeting on Tuesday, August 15, 2006.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Board of 
Health President Jim Lander. 
 
Board of Health members present:  President Jim Lander, Robert Chorak, DDS, Lloyd Callaway, 
MD, Peggy Dittmar, NP, Ed Kuhle, Michelle Sprengelmeyer, MD, and Beth Baranski, County 
Board Representative,  
 
Board of Health members absent: Vice-President Liz Blair, Laura Duerr, John Herting, and 
Melissa Sargent 
 
Home Health Care Advisory Committee members present: President Sandra Callahan, Melody 
Campbell, Evie Fleege, James Hess, Kathy Kautz, Howard Rowe, Janet Werner and Peg 
Dittmar, Public Health Board liaison. 
 
Home Health Care Advisory Committee members absent: Martin Cleary, MD 
 
Staff members present: Peggy Murphy, Rose Imbus, and Fran Rosenthal 
 
County Board members present: Marvin Schultz and Yerda Potter 
 
Observers: Billie Nolan and Allison Gillies 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Introduction of Members 
 
Jim Lander welcomed everyone to the meeting and all members present introduced themselves. 
 
Welcome Dr. Martin Cleary to Home Health Advisory Committee 
 
Dr. Cleary was unable to attend this meeting. 
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Approval of June 20, 2006, Board of Health Meeting Minutes 
 
The June 20, 2006, meeting minutes were approved with a motion by Dr. Michelle 
Sprenglemeyer and a second by Dr. Lloyd Callaway. 
 
Approval of Home Health Care Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Kathy Kautz made a motion to approve the Home Health Care Advisory Committee minutes 
from the last meeting with a second by Evie Fleege.  Motion carried. 
 
Jo Daviess County Handbook Review 
 
Peg reported that the committees from County Board and Board of Health are meeting to review 
the handbook and is making progress. 
 
2005-2010 IPLAN Approval 
 
Peg received notice from the Illinois Department of Public Health that the Community Needs 
Assessment submitted in 2004 for 2005-2010 has been approved.  It was also noted that the 
agency has in place a public health administrator who meets the minimum qualifications.  Notice 
was received that certification was granted effective October 28, 2004, for a five year period.  
Peg also noted that the required programs have passed reviews.  
     
Blacktopping Driveways and Bids   
 
Beth Baranski questioned one of the bidder’s specifications as to whether or not he would install 
two layers of sealing.  Decision on this was postponed until later.  A telephone call was made to 
Southwest Asphalt Sealing Company at 8:30 p.m. and the owner stated that his bid did include 
two layers of seal coat although it was not specified in the notice.   
 
A motion was made by Beth Baranski with a second by Peg Dittmar that the seal coat bid from 
Southwest Asphalt Sealing be accepted for $2,239.24.  Motion carried. 
 
Communicable Disease Report 
 
Denise Seuring, Communicable Disease Nurse, provided a written communicable disease report.  
Report was number of cases of Lyme Disease, West Nile Virus, LaCrosse Encephalitis, Mumps 
and Pertussis reported from December 1, 2005, until August 4, 2006. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Discussion on a Capital Improvement Budget for Jo Daviess County Home Health Care 
 
Peg is exploring the need for a Capital Improvement Fund for Home Health Care.  Money in 
Home Health Care fund carryover would be used to set up this fund.  Money would be used to 
purchase equipment needed for Home Health Care staff and also for the possibility of provided 
telehealth in the future.  A motion was made by Kathy Kautz with a second by Janet Werner that 
the dollar amount left over would be used for this fund.  Motion carried. 
 
Board of Health discussed and a motion was made by Beth Baranski and a second by Robert 
Chorak that the carry over funds for Home Health Care be placed into a Capital Investment 
Fund.  Motion carried. 
 
Proposed 2007 Home Health Care Budget and Memorial Fund Budget 
Adoption of 2007 Home Health Care Budgets 
 
The proposed fiscal year 2007 budgets for Home Health Care and Home Health Care Memorial 
Fund were reviewed and discussed line items.  A motion was made by Janet Werner with a 
second by Kathy Kautz to recommend to the Board of Health to accept the 2007 Home Health 
Care budgets.  Motion carried. 
 
Beth Baranski made a motion that the Home Health Care budgets be approved with the 
following changes: $23,750 balance be moved to interfund transfer fund balances corrected by 
the County Administrator’s office.  A second was made by Robert Chorak and motion carried. 
 
Discussion of Proposed Catastrophic Public Health Emergency Fund  
 
Board reviewed and discussed the reason and need for a Public Health Catastrophic Emergency 
Fund.  A motion was made by Robert Chorak with a second by Michelle Sprengelmeyer to 
establish a $50,000 catastrophic public health emergency fund for the year 2007 as outlined at 
meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Proposed 2007 Public Health Fund Budget, Capital Improvement Budget, Bioterrorism Budget, 
and Infant & Toddler Seat Fund Budget 
Adoption of Public Health Budgets for 2007  
 
The proposed fiscal year 2007 public health budgets were reviewed and discussed.  Peg noted 
that the agency has received notice that the Local Health Protection Grant has been increased – 
this change was not received in time to put in budget presented.  Capital Investment fund was 
reviewed and discussed.  Yerda Potter stated that contingency lines were to be designated money 
and also that should discuss with the County Administrator any funds that have not been 
designated for specific needs. 
 
Peg also noted that money was designated in this budget to review the salary step scale in 2007.  
Jim asked for any other discussion. 
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A motion was made by Lloyd Callaway with a second by Peg Dittmar that the budgets for 2007 
(public health care, capital improvement, bioterrorism and infant seat) be approved.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Home Health Care Update 

 Visit comparisons were distributed 
 

 Cost Report Comparisons – Peg reported on the Galena Stauss Hospital physical therapy 
department not meeting threshold of number of visits made to client.  Richard Peelo, Cost 
Accountant, stated the agency may have lost $20,000 due to Galena Hospital physical 
therapists not meeting their treatment plans.  Mr. Peelo recommends discontinuing the 
contract with the hospital.  Members suggested that another physical therapist agency 
should be explored and suggestion were given to contact.  Peg noted that another 
therapist contracted with is not able to cover the entire county. 

 
 

Costs comparison between agencies prepared by Richard Peelo was reviewed.  The 
overhead costs for this agency to provide services is much more than other agencies.  Peg 
stated that Richard Peelo has stated there is too much supervisory personnel for number 
of staff.  Therefore Peg is recommending that the position of director of nursing be 
eliminated when the position is vacated in May, 2007. 

 
Peg read a written report from Mairi Douglas, Director of Nursing: 

 Census is staying in the low to mid 30s 
 Part time staff nurse has been hired and still advertising for a part time health aide 
 Two nurses have been certified in OASIS data collection – Allison Gillies and Cindy 

Eggers 
 Has been updating policies and procedures 
 There is an evening emergency situation Volunteer Meeting scheduled for Thursday, 

September 21, at Highland West, Elizabeth, IL, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
 
Environmental Health Update 
 
Heather Miller, Director of Environmental Health, was unable to attend the meeting.  Peg 
reported: 

 Received notice of one bird tested positive for West Nile Virus 
 Happy that programs have met all standards 
 Heather Miller serves as chairperson of the LEPC ( Local Emergency Planning 

Committee) 
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Pandemic Flu Table Top Exercise 
 
On July 27, 2006, a Regional exercise was held in Dixon IL.  Peg invited several partners in the 
community and feels the exercise was well attended.  The exercise was to prepare for a pandemic 
flu occurrence. 
 
AmeriCorps Position    
 
Peg is pleased to report that Steve Silberman has accepted the AmeriCorps position and will start 
to work the first part of September.  He will be working with issues from the Community Needs 
Assessment. 
 
County Information Technology Position 
 
The county is presently advertising for a part time information technology position.    
 
Report from Personnel Committee 
 
Beth Baranski and Jim Lander reported that the committee met and completed the annual 
evaluation of the administrator. 
 
Other Committee Reports   
 
No reports at this time. 
 
Staffing: positions open to a Quality Assurance Nurse and Contractual Nurse Practitioner in 
Family Planning  
 
Peg reported that the agency is presently advertising for the positions of QA nurse and a Family 
Planning Program Nurse Practitioner. 

 
Cardiovascular Disease 2005 Report – Cholesterol / Hypertension Screenings 
 
Reviewed the Cholesterol and Hypertension written report provided by June Freeman, 
Cardiovascular Disease program nurse. 
 
2005 National Profile 
 
Peg has received the 2005 national profile book from NACCHO and will be sharing the 
information with the board members. 
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Board of Health Terms of Office – Jim Lander and Melissa Sargent terms expire October, 2006 
 
Jim Lander stated he would like to be reappointed.  Peg said she would ask Melissa Sargent if 
she would like to be reappointed.  Lloyd Callaway made a motion with a second by Edwin Kuhle 
that the terms of office for Jim Lander and Melissa Sargent be extended for another year.  Peg 
will ask the County Board to make the appointments.  
 
Other items   
 
Jim Lander reported that he received a Thank You note from Christy Wahle, the former 
AmeriCorps worker.  The note was read by members.  
 

Prairie Thunder Report 

Peg reported that she attended an emergency planning exercise called Prairie Thunder.  This was 
a live drill and very remarkable.  She attended as part of INVENT (Illinois Nurse Volunteer 
Emergency Needs Team) which she is a member. 
 
Claims Review 
 
The County Board has voted to discontinue the monthly review of claims.  Peg asked the Board 
members if they would prefer to continue signing the claims on a monthly basis.  Consensus was 
that if the County Board did not feel the need the Board of Health would not need to review and 
sign.  A monthly report can be sent to Board of Health Finance and Budget Committee. 
 
Next Board of Health Meeting – Tuesday, October 17, 2006, at 7 P.M.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m. until Tuesday October, 17, 2006 at 7 p.m.      
 
 
 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Robert Chorak, DDS, Secretary 
 


