
JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 10, 2007 
 
 CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson of the Jo Daviess County Board, Marvin Schultz, called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 10, 2007 at the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo 
Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
 
 ROLL CALL was answered as follows: Present-Beth Baranski, Merri Berlage, Jody Carroll, 
William Cooper, Bernece Hill, Dane Jackson, Alan Kent, Michael Lorig, Ron Mapes, Margie 
Montelius, Yerda Potter, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer, and Jack Zillig. 
Present: 16. Absent-Matt Kluesner. Absent: 1. 
 
 THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Chairperson Schultz.  

 
THE INVOCATION and thought for the day were given by Merri Berlage. 
 

 AGENDA ITEM I – CONSENT AGENDA 
 The consent agenda was approved as attached following a motion made by Bill Cooper and 
seconded by Ron Smith. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Beth Baranski, Jody Carroll, William Cooper, 
Bernece Hill, Dane Jackson, Alan Kent, Michael Lorig, Ron Mapes, Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, 
Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer, and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays-Merri 
Berlage. Nays: 1. Absent-Matt Kluesner. Absent: 1. 
  
 AGENDA ITEM II – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 

There were no citizens’ comments at this time. 
 
AGENDA ITEM III – UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
There was no unfinished business brought before the board. 
 
AGENDA ITEM IV – NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  
 PUBLIC WORKS: 
 An engineering agreement with Willett, Hofmann and Associates for structural review of a 
bridge on Greenvale Road in Rush Township, to be paid from line item 011-43145-702 was approved 
following a committee motion made by Jody Carroll. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 An engineering agreement with Willett, Hofmann and Associates for structural design of two 
culverts on Twin Bridges Road in Warren Township, to be paid from line item 011-43145-702 was 
approved following a committee motion made by Jody Carroll. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A petition for aid of a 50/50 project for a box culvert on Townsend Road in Rush Township at 
a cost of $3,000 to be paid from line item 011-43145-890 was approved following a committee motion 
made by Jody Carroll. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A bid from M&M Concrete for a 50/50 box culvert project on Apple River Road in Woodbine 
Township at a cost of $81,254.89 to be paid from line item 011-43145-890 was approved following a 
motion made by Jody Carroll and seconded by Merri Berlage. 
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 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COURTS: 
Revisions to the Merit Commission Rules and Regulations were adopted following approval of 

a committee motion made by Dane Jackson. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
The ridge vent and flashing from the original building will be deducted from phase I of the 

Courthouse roof project in the amount of $20,000, and repair of nine original dormers with like 
materials per the engineer’s directive, including a lift, at a cost of $39,000 will be added to phase I of 
the Courthouse roof project following a committee motion made by Dane Jackson. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A Towing and Impoundment Ordinance, which applies when the driver is taken from the 

vehicle on an arrest such as DUI, driving while suspended or revoked, or other criminal violation 
resulting in arrest was approved following a committee motion made by Dane Jackson. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL: 
This committee had no business to bring before the board at this time. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION/ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: 
The Planning Commission’s recommendation to rezone from AG-1 Agricultural to R-1 Rural 

Residential to allow for a single-family residence on South Rocky Hill Road, Galena for Glen and 
Cynthia Moser, owners, was approved following a motion made by Merri Berlage, seconded by Ron 
Mapes. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Beth Baranski, Merri Berlage, Jody Carroll, William 
Cooper, Bernece Hill, Dane Jackson, Alan Kent, Michael Lorig, Ron Mapes, Margie Montelius, Yerda 
Potter, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer, and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 16. Absent-
Matt Kluesner. Absent: 1. 

 
LEGISLATIVE: 
This committee had no business to bring before the board at this time. 
 
EXECUTIVE: 
This committee had no business to bring before the board at this time. 
 
FINANCE, TAX AND BUDGET: 
A value of $9,000 was set for the Sullivan tower property located at 5001 S. Tower Road, 

Elizabeth for donation purposes following a committee motion made by Yerda Potter. 
The motion carried by voice vote with a nay vote recorded for Merri Berlage. 
 
A line item transfer of $15,500 from the Sheriff’s budget contingency line item 001-41121-901 

to cover the additional inmate medical expenses charged to professional services in the Public Safety 
Building budget 011-41122-702, and payment of associated claims in the amount of $1,534.93 were 
approved following a committee motion made by Yerda Potter. 

The motion carried by voice vote with a nay vote recorded for Merri Berlage. 
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The following line item transfers and their associated claims totaling $23,977.75 were approved 
following a motion made by Yerda Potter and seconded by Jack Zillig. 

1. Transfer $11,960 from 001-43145-890 Other Improvements to 011-43145-702 
Professional Services 

• Claim from Fehr-Graham & Associates in the amount of $11,960 to be paid 
from 011-43145-702 Professional Services 

2. Transfer of $7,820 from 011-43145-890 Other Improvements to 011-43145-702 
Professional Services  

• Claim from Fehr-Graham & Associates in the amount of $7,820 to be paid from 
011-43145-702 Professional Services 

3. Transfer of $3,277.75 from 011-43145-890 Other Improvements to 011-43145-702 
Professional Services  

• Claim from Willet, Hofmann & Associates in the amount of $3,277.75 to be 
paid from 011-43145-702 Professional Services  

4. Transfer of $6,500 from 002-43141-901 Contingency to 002-43141-820 Vehicles 
• No claim at this time   

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
This brings the total claims amount paid for July 2007 to $471,599.33. 
 
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY: 
The bid from Julin Printing Company of Monticello, Iowa for 1,000 copies of a new County 

Road map at a cost of $1,197 with a transfer from the GIS Automation fund contingency line item 058-
47189-901 to the GIS automation Fund printing line item 058-47189-901 was approved following a 
committee motion made by Bill Cooper. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING: 

 The CVB promotion grant round for new product development and special events as presented, 
contingent on the funding availability in the FY2008 budget was approved following a committee 
motion made by Ron Mapes. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 An amendment to the building permit fee schedule by waiving the building permit fee for 
projects specifically located in the Freeport/Stephenson County Enterprise Zone and implementing an 
administrative fee when the permit fee is waived was approved following a motion made by Ron 
Mapes. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A change to the CVB organizational structure whereby the CVB Board would report directly to 

the County Board, except for the budget, which will go through the Finance Committee, was approved 
following a committee motion made by Ron Mapes. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
The CVB Advisory Board will be allowed to choose the name of the CVB Board following 

approval of motion made by Ron Mapes. 
The motion carried by voice vote with a nay vote recorded for Margie Montelius. 
 



Jo Daviess County Board Meeting Minutes 
July 10, 2007 
Page 4 of 6 
 

A committee recommendation to approve the following items under CVB board conduct was 
made by Ron Mapes. 1) CVB Board members will complete “point of contact” reviews on the CVB 
Director, just as the County Board does for the County Administrator. The CVB Director is 
responsible for CVB staff reviews and hiring.  2) No per diem for CVB Board members, but maintain 
current mileage reimbursement. 3) County requires that an annual public meeting be held to which 
public officials and CVB basic services membership are invited. The costs associated with this meeting 
to be covered under the 10% collected by the County. At this meeting, the previous year’s activities are 
to be presented (successes and areas in need of improvement identified) and ideas for goals for the 
coming year put forth by those present for consideration by the CVB Board in their 
planning/budgeting.  

The motion carried by voice vote with a nay vote recorded for Margie Montelius. 
 
A committee motion to explore starting a grant program for municipalities was made by Ron 

Mapes. 
An amendment to the motion to change the word municipalities to communities was made by 

Beth Baranski and seconded by Bill Cooper.  
The amended motion carried by voice vote with nay votes recorded for Dane Jackson, Margie 

Montelius, Yerda Potter, and Terry Stoffregen. 
The original motion including the amendment to explore starting a grant program for 

communities carried by voice vote with nay votes recorded for Dane Jackson, Margie Montelius, and 
Yerda Potter. 

 
A committee recommendation to explore options for electing Advisory Board members with 

the CVB Advisory Board to provide recommendations on details of an election process was approved 
following a motion made by Ron Mapes. 

The motion carried by voice vote with nay votes recorded for Margie Montelius and Yerda 
Potter. 

 
The CVB modification list, dated June 19, 2007 as reviewed by State’s Attorney Terry Kurt, 

will be sent to the CVB Advisory Board to be used as a tool and reference for further modification to 
the CVB bylaws was approved following a committee motion made by Ron Mapes. 

The motion carried by voice vote with a nay vote recorded for Margie Montelius.   
    
 AGENDA ITEM V - OTHER COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 

Board members appointed to other special committees updated the board with actions involving 
those committees.   

 
AGENDA ITEM VI – BOARD MEMBER CONCERNS 
Margie Montelius expressed her concern about the City of Galena and possibly other cities 

collecting their share of the Hotel/ Motel tax. 
 
Ron Mapes said he would like the Executive Committee to review the list of goals for the 

County that was produced at the County Board Retreat last year in Elizabeth and to address some of 
those goals in next year’s budget. 

 
Bill Cooper thanked the Law and Courts Committee for the new nametags and reminded board 

members to wear them. 
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Sally Toepfer feels that tax notices need to include more information. She said she would like 
an explanation of how the factor will affect the individual tax bill. She would also like to see the notice 
include information on timelines and board of review procedures. 

 
Bill Cooper agreed with Sally Toepfer and said that when there is an overall increase in taxes it 

needs an explanation. 
 
Merri Berlage is concerned about random high school drug testing. She wondered if testing 

should include prescription and over the counter drugs like cough syrup. She feels that the county 
should be proactive in this area.  
 
 AGENDA ITEM VII – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 

There were no citizens’ comments at this time. 
  
 AGENDA ITEM VIII – CLOSED SESSION 

The board entered closed session at 8:29 p.m. to discuss personnel section 2(c)1, collective 
bargaining section 2(c)2, property section 2(c)5 and litigation section 2(c)11 following approval of a 
motion made by Bill Cooper and seconded by Beth Baranski 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 The board returned from closed session at 8:45 p.m.  
 

AGENDA ITEM IX -POSSIBLE ACTION AS A RESULT OF CLOSED SESSION 
 There was no action taken as a result of closed session. 
 

AGENDA ITEM X - ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned following a motion made by Jack Zillig and seconded by Bill Cooper. 
The motion to adjourn carried by voice vote. 
 
Chairperson Schultz adjourned the meeting at 8:46 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. August 14, 2007 at the 

Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
 
 

                  _______________________________ 
Jean Dimke, Jo Daviess County Clerk 
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JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 

JULY 10, 2007 
 
 
 

MINUTES APPROVAL 
1. Regular County Board meeting minutes of June 12, 2007 

 
APPOINTMENTS 

1. Appointment of Cory Ritterbusch as Weed Commissioner 
 
RAFFLE APPLICATIONS 

1. Galena Territory Fire Department-September 15 through October 6, 2007 
 
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Resignation of Charles Loehr from the Workforce Investment Board 
2. Resignation of Terry Fox-Wubben from the 708 Mental Health Board 

 
CLAIMS 

1. Claims in the amount of $446,086.65 
2. Emergency Telephone Systems Board claims in the amount of $12,284.74 
3. Drug Enforcement & Education claims in the amount of $815.97 

 
 
 
 
 


