
JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 8, 2002 

 
 CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson of the Jo Daviess County Board, Merri 
Berlage, called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,  January 8, 2002 at the Jo 
Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
 
 ROLL CALL was answered as follows: Present-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, 
Dorte Breckenridge, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, 
Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, John Rutherford, Domer Schubert, Lynn Sisler, Terry 
Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Present: 15. Absent-Jody Carroll and Larry 
Lyons. Absent: 2. 
 
 THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Chairperson Berlage.  
 
 THE INVOCATION and thought for the day were given by Joanne Bielenda. 
 
 AGENDA ITEM I – CONSENT AGENDA 

The Consent Agenda was approved as attached with corrections to the December 
11, 2001 board minutes as follows; 1) page 2, paragraph 3, claim #33012 in the amount 
of $9,362.54 payable to Paula Stendlund was referred back to the State’s Attorney for 
further investigation, 2) page 4, last paragraph, Merri Berlage abstained on the 
Appointment of Carl Winter to the Building Code Board of Appeals, 3) an addition to 
Citizens’ Comments from Vicki Simone stating that the more transient rentals voted in, 
the more B & Bs you will see going on the market. The motion to approve the consent 
agenda as attached including the corrections was made by Domer Schubert, seconded by 
Joanne Bielenda. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, Francis 
Powers, Matt Rosenthal, John Rutherford, Domer Schubert, Lynn Sisler, Terry 
Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays: 0. Absent-Jody Carroll and 
Larry Lyons. Absent: 2. 

 
Jody Carroll entered the meeting at this time. 
 
AGENDA ITEM II – UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Claim #33012 in the amount of $9,362.54 payable to Paula Stendlund that was 

referred back to the State’s Attorney at the December 11, 2001 board meeting is now 
referred back to the Finance Committee for further review following a motion made by 
Yerda Potter, seconded by Jack Zillig. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
AGENDA ITEM III – NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Chairperson Berlage updated the board in regards to Livestock Management. She 

informed the board that the IEPA has been visiting farms throughout the county and then  
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sending letters asking farmers to comply with their recommendations within a certain 
amount of time. John Rutherford commented that it has to do with water runoff.  

Chairperson Berlage was authorized by the board to organize a public meeting 
approximately in early March and invite the IEPA, and other interested groups to help 
answer questions about this situation following a motion made by Dorte Breckenridge, 
seconded by Lynn Sisler. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: 
The County will purchase a ½ acre parcel of land located on Willow Road in 

Pleasant Valley Township for the construction of a salt storage building at a cost of 
$5,000 following approval of a committee motion made by John Creighton. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Margie Montelius, Yerda 
Potter, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, John Rutherford, Domer Schubert, Lynn Sisler, 
Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 16. Nays: 0. Absent-Larry Lyons. 
Absent: 1. 

 
A resolution approving the County Engineer to post weight restrictions on the 

county highways for a period up to 90 days between January 8th and May 15th, at the 
County Engineer’s discretion was approved following a committee motion made by John 
Creighton. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL: 
Margie Montelius informed members that the suggested donation for Jo Daviess 

County Transit would be raised from $5.50 an hour to $6.00 an hour. 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COURTS: 
The Blanding Landing Recreation Area Law Enforcement Service’s Contract for 

2002 was approved following a motion made by Jack Zillig, seconded by Lynn Sisler. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION: 
The Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve a replat of lots 2, 4 and 

12 of Coursen’s Landing 1st North Subdivision located on Chetlain Lane and Cruiser 
Drive for Gordon and Gloria Coursen was approved contingent upon the road vacation of 
part of Chetlain Lane following a motion made by Francis Powers, seconded by John 
Rutherford. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Margie Montelius, Yerda 
Potter, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, John Rutherford, Domer Schubert, Lynn Sisler, 
Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 16. Nays: 0. Absent-Larry Lyons. 
Absent: 1. 
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The Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve an amendment to a 

Special Use Permit for Stephenson Service Company for the construction of a 
maintenance/storage shed located at 1859 Illinois Route 78 North, Stockton was 
approved following a motion made by John Rutherford, seconded by Margie Montelius. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Margie Montelius, Yerda 
Potter, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, John Rutherford, Domer Schubert, Lynn Sisler, 
Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 16. Nays: 0. Absent-Larry Lyons. 
Absent: 1. 

 
The Planning Commission’s recommendation to issue a Special Use Permit to 

Dale and Shirley Nederhoff to allow a single-family home located at 50 Stony Point in 
the Galena Territory to be used for transient rental was sent back to the Planning 
Commission to address the parking issue following a motion made by Dorte 
Breckenridge, seconded by John Rutherford. 

The motion carried by voice vote with nay votes recorded for Jody Carroll and 
Vincent Hasken 

 
The Planning Commission’s recommendation to rezone a six-acre parcel of land 

from AG-1 Agricultural to R-1 Rural Residential for a single-family home located on 
Route 5 West adjacent to M.A. Welter Subdivision, East Dubuque for Dennis Runde was 
approved following a motion made by Margie Montelius, seconded by Francis Powers. 

 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, Francis Powers, Matt 
Rosenthal, John Rutherford, Domer Schubert, Lynn Sisler, Terry Stoffregen, Sally 
Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 14. Nays-John Creighton and Vincent Hasken Nays: 2. 
Absent-Larry Lyons. Absent: 1 

 
The Planning Commission’s recommendation to deny the rezoning of a two-acre 

parcel of land within a 35 acre parcel from AG-1 Agricultural to R-1 Rural Residential 
for a single-family home located on West Council Hill Road, Scales Mound for Steve and 
Mary Bader, owners and Terry Redfearn, petitioner was sent back to the Planning 
Commission for an opportunity to present new information following a motion made by 
Dorte Breckenridge, seconded by John Rutherford.  

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Margie Montelius, Yerda 
Potter, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, John Rutherford, Domer Schubert, Lynn Sisler, 
Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 16. Nays: 0. Absent-Larry Lyons. 
Absent: 1. 

 
EXECUTIVE:  
This committee had nothing to bring before the board at this time. 
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FINANCE, TAX AND BUDGET: 
A resolution increasing the mileage reimbursement to officers and county 

employees who use their personal automobiles in the course of county business from 
$.34½ per mile to $.36½ per mile effective February 1, 2002 was adopted following a 
motion made by Vincent Hasken, seconded by Yerda Potter. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A raffle application for Galena Dream Weavers, NFP was approved following a 

committee recommendation made by Yerda Potter. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY: 
Chairperson Lynn Sisler had nothing to report to the board. 
 
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING: 
The CVB Advisory Board’s recommendation to accept the Jo Daviess Workshop 

bid for $2.75/$3.75 per white shirt and $3.82/$4.82 or $4.07/$5.07 per colored shirt for 
the 2002 Galena Triathlon was approved following a motion made by Vincent Hasken, 
seconded by Francis Powers. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Dorte Breckenridge, 
Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, Francis 
Powers, Matt Rosenthal, John Rutherford, Domer Schubert, Lynn Sisler, Terry 
Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays: 0. Abstain-Joanne Bielenda. 
Abstain: 1. Absent-Larry Lyons. Absent: 1. 

 
Beth Baranski and Monica Notheis of Notheis & Associates, Inc. and Lu 

Bleveans from the League of Women Voters presented the board with the text and layout 
for the Jo Daviess County Comprehensive Plan “Poster Plan” for the League of Women 
Voters’ Comprehensive Plan Education Project. The “Poster Plan” is a summary of the 
Comprehensive Plan in an attractive and user friendly form including a land use plan map 
and some illustrations so that it can be distributed throughout the county for use by 
prospective developers, public officials, county staff or any interested parties. 
 Notheis and Associates, Inc. were authorized to progress with the Comprehensive 
Plan “Poster Plan” brochure as presented following a motion made by Vincent Hasken, 
seconded by John Rutherford. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 The County Board was introduced to John Mazor, the new CVB Executive 
Director. John expressed his desire to communicate and work with the board on tourism 
in Jo Daviess County. 
 

AGENDA ITEM IV – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
Vicki Simone from the Galena Territory thanked Dorte Breckenridge and the rest 

of the board for sending the Special Use request for transient rental at 50 Stony Point 
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back to the Planning Commission. She said there were many neighbors protesting this 
Special Use Permit. She also stated that she became aware that there is no avenue for 
complaints for this type of situation. She asked that the board look at this when the Guest 
Accommodation Ordinance is reviewed. 

 
Patricia Weiser, Galena asked that the board consider moving the Citizens’ 

Comments to the first part of the agenda so that the public could have some input before 
the issues are voted on. She was also concerned with the change of the Hotel/Motel 
Ordinance providing for the County Board Chair to appoint the Chair of the CVB 
Advisory Board. She asked if other committees under the direction of the County Board 
had their chairperson appointed. County Board Chairperson, Merri Berlage explained that 
it depended on how close they worked with the County Board. She stated that the CVB 
and the Planning Commission are directly involved with the County Board and they were 
to be consistent in the process. 

 
Pat Goldthorpe of Galena thanked Merri and the board for appointing her as 

chairperson of the CVB Advisory Board. She stated that she felt with the experienced 
members on the Advisory Board any one could have served as the chair. She said she is 
looking forward to working with John and doing the best job possible for the County and 
remaining at the leading edge of tourism. 

    
AGENDA ITEM V-EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The Board entered Executive Session at 8:20 p.m. to discuss personnel issues 

following a motion made by Lynn Sisler, seconded by Terry Stoffregen. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
The board exited Executive Session at 8:35 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM VI– ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting adjourned following a motion made by Francis Powers, seconded by 
Jack Zillig. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 Chairperson Berlage adjourned the meeting at 8:37 p.m. until 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
February 12, 2002 at the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess County 
Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
 
 
                 ______________________________ 
                 Jean Dimke, Jo Daviess County Clerk 
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JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 

JANUARY 8, 2002 
 

 
MINUTES APPROVAL 

1. Regular County Board meeting minutes of December 11, 2001 
 
APPOINTMENTS 

1. Reappointment of Socorro Vasquez de Velasco for three-year term to the Galena 
Hospital District 

2. Reappointment of Michael W. Doyle for a three-year term to the Galena Hospital 
District 

3. Appointment of John Sedan for a three-year term to the Galena Hospital District 
 
CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS AND PETITIONS 

1. The CVB Advisory Board’s recommendation to approve the following grant                               
applications 
a) Grant 02/01: Galena/JDC Historical Society, $282.54 for 2002 June Tour 
Advertising 
b) Grant 02/02: Apple River Fort Historic Foundation, $423.20 for 2002 Event 
Brochure 
c) Grant 02/03: Galena Cultural Arts Alliance, $12,493.50 for 2002 Melodrama 
Theatre 
d) Grant 02/04: Galena Chamber of Commerce, $844.11 for 2002 Ladies’ 
Getaway  

 
2. GIS Orthophotography Participation Agreements 

a) The City of Galena for $40,210 
b) Chestnut Mountain Resort for $1,950 
c) The Village of Scales Mound for $1,220 
d) The Village of Stockton for $9,914 
e) The Village of Elizabeth for $4,400 
f) The Village of Hanover for $1,625 
g) Emergency Telephone System Board for $35,000 

 
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Letter of Appreciation from the JD/S 4-Lane 20 Association 
2. Regional Office of Education #8 Financial Statements 
3. Illinois State Water Survey Annual Report 2000-2001 

 
CLAIMS 

1. Claims approval in the amount of $248,590.45 


