
JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 8, 2008 
 
 CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson of the Jo Daviess County Board, Marvin Schultz, called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 8, 2008 at the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo 
Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
 
 ROLL CALL was answered as follows: Present-Beth Baranski, Merri Berlage, Dorte 
Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, William Cooper, Bernece Hill, Alan Kent, Michael Lorig, Ron Mapes, 
Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack 
Zillig. Present: 16. Absent-Dane Jackson. Absent: 1. 
  
 THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Chairperson Schultz.  

 
THE INVOCATION and thought for the day were given by Merri Berlage. 
 
AGENDA ITEM I – CONSENT AGENDA 
The consent agenda was approved as attached following a motion made by Bill Cooper and 

seconded by Margie Montelius. 
The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Beth Baranski, Merri Berlage, Dorte Breckenridge, 

Jody Carroll, William Cooper, Bernece Hill, Alan Kent, Michael Lorig, Ron Mapes, Margie 
Montelius, Yerda Potter, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. 
Ayes: 16. Nays: 0. Absent-Dane Jackson. Absent: 1. 
   
 A letter of resignation from Michael Leyva, CVB Director of Sales, was accepted with regrets 
following approval of a motion made by Bill Cooper and seconded by Merri Berlage. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 AGENDA ITEM II – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
 Ken Turner from Warren spoke in opposition of the proposed methane digester and associated 
components for Tradition South Dairy and urged the board to request the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture to hold a public informational meeting. 
 
 Carl R. “Skip” Schwerdtfeger from Elizabeth addressed the board on the subject of notice. He 
said he would like the board to adopt a policy that would require actual notice with detailed 
descriptions of any hearings that would be held at which sworn testimony would be accepted as 
opposed to constructive notice that is presently given. 
 
 Donna Berlage thanked the board for her reappointment as Chief County Assessment Officer. 

 
County Administrator Dan Reimer thanked his office manager, Cindya Ramirez, for her 

contributions to the department. Cindya will be leaving the position on July 31, 2008. Dan introduced 
Melisa Hammer to the board as Cindya’s replacement. 

 
AGENDA ITEM III – UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A resolution declaring surplus county property was held over until next month. 
 
AGENDA ITEM IV – NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
EXECUTIVE: 
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A request will be made to the Illinois Department of Agriculture asking for a public 
informational meeting regarding a methane digester and associated components for Tradition South 
Dairy, A.J. Bos, owner, Bakersfield, California following a committee motion made by Ron Mapes. 

The motion carried by voice vote with nay votes recorded for Mike Lorig and Yerda Potter. 
 
An addendum to the Jo Daviess County employee handbook, section 6.03 Insurance Benefits 

adding language regarding health insurance continuation guidelines for vested IMRF employees was 
approved following a committee motion made by Ron Mapes. 

The motion carried by voice vote.  
 
FINANCE, TAX AND BUDGET: 
A resolution transferring $30,000 from the Contingency Fund 016-49197-990 to the IMRF 

Fund 013-39901 to cover payroll for August 1, 2008 and August 15, 2008 was approved following a 
committee motion made by Yerda Potter. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
The following FY2008 line item transfers and their associated claims totaling $23,222.38 were 

approved following a motion made by Yerda Potter and seconded by Jack Zillig. 
1. Transfer $20,437.38 from 002-43141-805 County Highway Building to 002-43141-
611 County Highway Automotive Fuel/Oil 

• Claim from Saunders Oil Company in the amount of $20,437.38 to be paid from 
002-43141-611-341 

2. Transfer of $535.00 from 001-41125-606 Small Tools/Equipment to 001-41125-501 
Training/Education 

• Claim from US Bank in the amount of $535.00 to be paid from 001-41125-501 
Training/Education 

3. Transfer of $2,250.00 from 001-41125-606 Small Tools/Equipment to 001-41125-
503 Dues/Memberships 

• Claim from Boone County Treasurer in the amount of $2,250.00 to be paid from 
001-41125-503 Dues/Memberships 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
This brings the total claims amount paid for July 2008 to $516,707.05. 
 
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY: 
An agreement with Riverfront Technologies, Inc. (formerly Effective Networking, LLC), 

pending approval by the State’s Attorney, to provide high level IT services with Paragraph “P” 
eliminated was approved following a committee motion made by Bill Cooper. 

The motion carried by voice vote with a nay vote recorded for Margie Montelius. 
 
DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING: 
A resolution to adopt the 2007-2008 Annual Report of the Comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategy (CEDS) for the six-county region was approved following a motion made by 
Ron Mapes and seconded by Merri Berlage. 

 
CVB BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
The bid of $72,634.00 from Royle Printing for 75,000 copies of an 80-page visitors’ guide for 

2009 was approved following a motion made by Sally Toepfer and seconded by Ron Smith. 
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The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
The bid of $4,576.00 from The Brandt Co. for 25,000 copies of an 8-page rack brochure for 

2009 was approved following a motion made by Sally Toepfer and seconded by Bernece Hill. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A plan of action was approved for the balance of the Community Grant Program line item, 

which calls for dividing up the remaining $13,000 of the Community Grant Program line item equally 
among the twelve communities to be used for tourism promotion and to provide an accountability 
report to be submitted to the CVB in a sufficient amount of time following completion of the project, 
after a motion was made by Sally Toepfer and seconded by Bill Cooper. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 

 PUBLIC WORKS: 
 Bocker Auto Group in Freeport was awarded the bid for a new full size 2008 Chevrolet ½ ton, 
four-wheel drive pickup truck at a cost of $19,547 to be paid from line item 002-43141-820 following 
approval of a committee motion made by Jody Carroll. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A resolution from the Illinois Department of Transportation establishing a Class II or Class III 
Designated Truck Route to raise the weight limit on Willow Road to accommodate a load limit of 
80,000 lbs. was approved following a committee motion made by Jody Carroll. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 A federal participation agreement with the Illinois Department of Transportation to utilize 
federal funds for the Willow Road project totaling $293,400 with local funding to be paid from line 
item 008-43143-830 was approved following a committee motion made by Jody Carroll. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
  LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COURTS: 

This committee had no business to bring before the board. 
 
SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL: 
This committee had no business to bring before the board. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION/ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: 
A rezoning request from AG-1 Agriculture to R-1 Rural Residential to allow for a non-

agricultural residence at 2773 South Georgetown Road, Elizabeth by Kimberly Schleicher-Flack, 
owner, was approved following a motion made by Margie Montelius and seconded by Terry 
Stoffregen. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Jody Carroll, William Cooper, Bernece Hill, Alan 
Kent, Michael Lorig, Ron Mapes, Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, Terry 
Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 13. Nays-Beth Baranski, Merri Berlage, Dorte 
Breckenridge. Nays: 3. Absent-Dane Jackson. Absent: 1. 

  
A rezoning request from AG-1 Agriculture to R-1 Rural Residential to allow for a non-

agricultural residence on each six surveyed parcels at the intersection of Elizabeth/Scales Mound Road 
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and Snipe Hollow Road by Donald and Sandra Wienen, owners was approved following a motion 
made by Ron Mapes and seconded by Ron Smith. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Jody Carroll, Bernece Hill, Alan 
Kent, Michael Lorig, Ron Mapes, Margie Montelius, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen, 
Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 12. Nays-Beth Baranski, Dorte Breckenridge, William Cooper 
and Yerda Potter. Nays: 4. Absent-Dane Jackson. Absent: 1. 

 
The board discussed the proposed text amendments for the Jo Daviess County Zoning 

Ordinance for clarification purposes only. 
 
A motion to pull Article 3.7 from the discussion was made by Ron Mapes and seconded by Bill 

Cooper. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Text amendments to the Jo Daviess County Zoning Ordinance Article III, Section 3.7 Existing 

Agriculture Residences were approved following a motion made by Ron Mapes and seconded by Beth 
Baranski. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A motion to approve text amendments to the Jo Daviess County Zoning Ordinance Article III, 

Sections 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3 was made by Beth Baranski and seconded by Dorte Breckenridge. 
An amendment to the motion to leave references at 40 acres and not change to 80 acres as 

proposed was made by Bill Cooper and seconded by Ron Smith. 
The amendment failed by a show of hands: Ayes: 2. Nays: 14. Absent: 1. 
The original motion failed by roll call vote: Ayes-Beth Baranski, Dorte Breckenridge and Jack 

Zillig. Ayes: 3. Nays-Merri Berlage, Jody Carroll, William Cooper, Bernece Hill, Alan Kent, Michael 
Lorig, Ron Mapes, Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, Marvin Schultz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen and 
Sally Toepfer. Nays: 13. Absent-Dane Jackson. Absent: 1. 

 
 Text amendments to the Jo Daviess County Zoning Ordinance Article XIII, Administration, 

Processing and Enforcement were approved following a motion made by Ron Mapes and seconded by 
Mike Lorig. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Text amendments to the Jo Daviess County Zoning Ordinance Article XV, Rules and 

Definitions were approved following a motion made by Bill Cooper and seconded by Alan Kent. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
LEGISLATIVE: 
Merri Berlage informed the board about proposed legislation, HB0410 that would allow 

counties to impose, after referendum approval, a retailers' occupation tax and service occupation tax to 
be used exclusively for grants to school districts in the county for building or improving school 
facilities with a possible return of approximately $800 per student.  

 
AGENDA ITEM V - OTHER COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 
Board members appointed to other special committees updated the board with actions involving 

those committees.   
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AGENDA ITEM VI – BOARD MEMBER CONCERNS 
 Jack Zillig is concerned that there is a need for more hours of water patrol and wants to see 
additional funding in next year’s budget. 
 
 Jack Zillig left the meeting at this time.  
 
 Merri Berlage asked if the letter regarding procedures for requesting an opinion had been sent 
to the Attorney General. Chairman Schultz stated that it had not, and that he would work with the 
State’s Attorney to draft the letter.  
 
 Chairperson Schultz congratulated Donna Berlage on her reappointment as Chief County 
Assessment Officer. 
 
 Chairperson Schultz asked board members for their thoughts on what committee should review 
the County bid policy. County Administrator Reimer stated that the policy perhaps belonged in the 
Purchasing Ordinance and suggested that the Finance Committee should oversee it. Chairman Schultz 
directed the Finance Committee to review the bid policy. 
 
 Cindya Ramirez thanked the board for their patience and encouragement during her 
employment as office manager of the County Administrators Office. 
 

AGENDA ITEM VII – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
 There were no citizens’ comments at this time. 
 
 AGENDA ITEM VIII – CLOSED SESSION 

The board entered closed session at 9:04 p.m. to discuss personnel section 2(c)1, collective 
bargaining section 2(c)2, property section 2(c)5 and litigation section 2(c)11 following approval of a 
motion made by Merri Berlage and seconded by Terry Stoffregen. 
 The motion carried by voice vote. 

 
AGENDA ITEM IX -POSSIBLE ACTION AS A RESULT OF CLOSED SESSION 
There was no action taken at this time. 
 
AGENDA ITEM X - ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned following a motion made by Bill Cooper and seconded by Merri 

Berlage. 
The motion to adjourn carried by voice vote. 
 
Chairperson Schultz adjourned the meeting at 9:51 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 12, 

2008 at the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
 
 

                                    _______________________________ 
     Jean Dimke, Jo Daviess County Clerk  
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JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 

JULY 8, 2008 
 
 
 

MINUTES APPROVAL 
1. Regular County Board meeting minutes of June 10, 2008 

 
APPOINTMENTS 

1. Appointment of Donna Berlage to the position of Chief County Assessment Officer for a four-
year term ending July 14, 2012 

2. Appointment of Laura Duerr to the Board of Health for a three-year term ending June 1, 2011 
3. Approval of certified list of candidates for election judges for a two-year term as provided by 

the Chairmen of the County Central Committees for the Republican and Democratic parties 
 
RAFFLE APPLICATIONS 

1. Kevin Menzemer Benefit-July 9 to September 21, 2008 
2. Galena Territory Foundation-July 9 through September 6, 2008 
3. Galena Territory Fire Department-September 15 through October 11, 2008 

 
REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Letter of resignation from Michael Leyva, CVB Director of Sales 
2. CEDS Annual Update Report for the Blackhawk Hills RC&D 2007-2008 
3. Livestock Management Facilities Act and Rules-October 2006 
4. Thank you letter from Hollie Schultz of the Family Counseling Center (FHN) 

 
CLAIMS 

1. Claims approval in the amount of $493,484.67 
2. Emergency Telephone Systems Board claims in the amount of $6,251.47 
3. Sheriff’s Forfeiture Fund claims in the amount of $595.13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


