
 
 

MINUTES 
 

Jo Daviess County CEDS Committee 
Tuesday, June 3, 5:00 p.m. 

Highland College West, Elizabeth 
Conference Room   

 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Members Dave Jansen, Vince Hasken, Elaine Klippert, Helen 
Schamberger, Bridgette Stocks   Staff:  Pat Leitzen Fye 
 
ABSENT: Pat Keleher, Doug Riedl, Bill Wolter 
 
GUESTS: Tyson Terhune, Village of Lena 
 
MEETING CONVENED:  5:10 p.m. by Chairman Dave Jansen.   
 
 

I. Approval of minutes of the April 1, 2008 meeting was waived until the file is located or 
minutes are recreated by staff.   

 
II. Old Business:  

 
a. BRE Survey:  The subcommittee has conducted two cullings of the original list of 

all the county’s businesses. Because of the large number, the committee agreed 
to the subcommittee’s recommendation that the interviews be done in two 
phases.  First phase focuses on Ag Biz, Construction, Manufacturing and 
Tourism; Phase II will complete the study with Retail, FIRE, Food & Drink, 
Medical and Non-profits, and Other.  Members will select the companies with 
which they wish to accompany staff and will assist in scheduling the interviews.  
Leitzen Fye will email everyone the lists with the following tasks for committee 
members: 

i. Edit lists: 
1. delete or change names, phone numbers, addresses;  
2. add any company that’s missing that you think is vital for this 

year’s study;  
3. select your companies. 

ii. Deadline for response will be included in email 
iii. Survey tools will be included in email 

   
  A short training session will be scheduled in advance of the interviews.    
  Committee members will also assist by finding additional volunteers in the event  
  that they are unable to participate fully. Volunteers will also need to attend  
  training. 
 

b. Greenways & Trails Plan:  Stocks reported that the survey is about to be 
conducted; 1000 random households will receive it in the mail.  Others who wish 
to respond may find it on the county’s website.  5 work sessions are scheduled 
and will be held in East Dubuque, Stockton, Elizabeth and Galena.  

c. Tri-State Alliance:  Leitzen Fye reported that the Summit held in April was, 
overall, a success with most participants offering positive evaluations.  The 
Alliance is focusing on next year’s summit and it is hoped, on ways to encourage 



 
 

legislators to pass and enact the capital funding that can make Highway 20 a 
reality.   

d. Passenger Rail:  Senator Durbin was in Galena last week to re-state his ongoing 
commitment for funds to bring passenger rail From Chicago to Dubuque.  He 
also mentioned his desire to attract rail car manufacturing concerns to Illinois.  
The former army depot or the industrial sites in East Dubuque would both be 
appropriate sites for this type of manufacturing. 

e. Mayors Meeting:  The second quarter mayors meeting is June 11 at Highland 
College West; main agenda item is a discussion about future economic 
development efforts.  It was suggested that information about and from mayors 
meetings should be posted on the county’s website. 

III. New Business: 
a. Brief discussion about the IL capital bill and budget problems and its impacts on 

various projects, including the Highway 20 construction.  An initiative called 
Illinois Works Coalition is attempting to gather support and encourage legislators 
to pass the capital budget and to attempt to prioritize the many capital projects 
throughout the state.  Leitzen Fye attended the Illinois Works “Listening Session” 
in the Quad Cities, and referred the committee to the website 
www.illinoisworkscoalition.com.   

b. Leitzen Fye informed the committee that the Development & Planning Committee 
will be launching a strategic planning effort to determine goals and objectives for 
the future of economic development in the county.  The first step is input from the 
mayors at their quarterly meeting on June 11, to be followed by a facilitated 
planning process to include a joint CEDS/Development & Planning Committee 
meeting.  Chair Jansen recommended that this session be scheduled to coincide 
with the August 5 CEDS meeting in order to coordinate with the county’s budget 
discussions which begin in August.  Leitzen Fye will follow through on that 
scheduling. 

 
IV. Member roundtable: 

a. Vince Hasken (East Dubuque) reported on the ongoing TIF development efforts; 
the master plan for the Highway 20 area is complete, and the City is in the 
process of applying for annexation into the Northwest Illinois Enterprise Zone.   

b. Elaine Klippert (Elizabeth) reported that the Village of Elizabeth is continuing to 
progress with their residential TIF district and that two additional potential TIF 
projects are being submitted to the Village.  Jansen noted that water/sewer 
issues slowed the process somewhat.  They are currently awaiting IDOT 
approval for an entrance road off Highway 20 into the subdivision.  

c. Dave Jansen (Galena) reported on the opening of the new Midwest Regional 
Medical Center (formerly Galena-Stauss Hospital).  A new restaurant has opened 
in Galena, 111 Main, using mostly locally produced products.  The downtown TIF 
district expires in 2008. 

d. Helen Schamberger (Stockton) stated that bids will go out on soon for the 
water/sewer rehab project for which they received a $360,000 grant.  The new 
road for Dura is still held up in Springfield.  Highway 78 through Stockton is 
scheduled for repaving this summer, and a stoplight installation at the 
intersection of Highway 20 and Highway 78 is going out for bids.  Helen and 
others have been meeting to once again discuss senior housing projects   

e. Bridgette Stocks (Apple River) reminded us that the big news in her area is the 
approval by the IL Dept. of Agriculture of the Bos Dairy Farm. Construction is 
underway. 

http://www.illinoisworkscoalition.com/


 
 

f. Dave Jansen (Galena) noted that there is some difficulty with turning lanes at the 
entrance of the new hospital especially now that there is another residential 
subdivision planned for the area.  The Galena Gateway Park held a public 
hearing and it looks like this project has a lot of support. 

g. Leitzen Fye noted that the Village of Scales Mound is progressing with their TIF 
process. 

 
V. Meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.  Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 5, 2007, 

5:00 p.m. at Highland College West Campus in Elizabeth.   It is anticipated that this will 
be a joint meeting with the County Board Development & Planning Committee. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
 
 
Pat Leitzen Fye 
 


