
JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 12, 2002 

 
 CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson of the Jo Daviess County Board, Merri 
Berlage, called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,  February 12, 2002 at the Jo 
Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
 
 ROLL CALL was answered as follows: Present-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, 
Dorte Breckenridge, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, 
Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, Domer Schubert, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and 
Jack Zillig. Present: 13. Absent-Jody Carroll, Larry Lyons, John Rutherford and Lynn 
Sisler. Absent: 4. 
 
 THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Chairperson Berlage.  
 
 THE INVOCATION and thought for the day were given by Joanne Bielenda. 
 
 AGENDA ITEM I – CONSENT AGENDA 

The Consent Agenda was approved as attached following a motion made by 
Francis Powers, seconded by Matt Rosenthal. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, Francis 
Powers, Matt Rosenthal, Domer Schubert, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack 
Zillig. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. Absent-Jody Carroll, Larry Lyons, John Rutherford and Lynn 
Sisler. Absent: 4. 

 
AGENDA ITEM II – UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
There was no unfinished business brought before the board. 
 
AGENDA ITEM III – NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
PUBLIC WORKS: 
The Highway Department will purchase a New Holland TN 75 tractor from 

Peabody’s North of Pecatonica, Illinois for a cost of $23,750 following approval of a 
committee motion made by John Creighton. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, Francis 
Powers, Matt Rosenthal, Domer Schubert, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack 
Zillig. Ayes: 13. Nays: 0. Absent-Jody Carroll, Larry Lyons, John Rutherford and Lynn 
Sisler. Absent: 4. 
 

Jody Carroll entered the meeting at this time. 
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SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL: 

 A motion to approve an amendment to the Guest Accommodation Ordinance 
excepting guest accommodations constructed prior to 1995 from the Life Safety Code 
requirements for egress windows when an approved means of escape is otherwise 
provided was moved by Margie Montelius. 
 A motion to refer the issue back to the Social and Environmental Committee so 
they may meet with fire safety representatives to be sure the excepted properties in the 
proposed amendment are safe was made by Vincent Hasken, second by Joanne Bielenda. 
 The motion to refer the issue back to committee carried by voice vote. 
 
 Committee Chairman Margie Montelius informed the board of a request from 
Carroll County, to provide them with WIC and immunization services in Carroll County. 
The Jo Daviess County Board of Health felt there was not adequate staff or funding to 
provide this service to Carroll County.                      
 
 Larry Lyons entered the meeting at this time. 
  

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COURTS: 
This committee had nothing to bring before the board at this time.  
 
PLANNING COMMISSION: 
The Planning Commission’s recommendation to issue a Special Use Permit to 

Hans Heyman and Nina Ahler to allow an assembly structure at 1571 Schapville Road, 
Elizabeth to house public events contingent upon the 16 conditions stated on the Planning 
Commission’s Finding of Fact was approved following a motion made by Sally Toepfer, 
seconded by Margie Montelius. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes- Joanne Bielenda, Dorte Breckenridge, 
Jody Carroll, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, Margie Montelius, Matt Rosenthal, Terry 
Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 10. Nays-Merri Berlage, John Creighton, 
Yerda Potter, Francis Powers and Domer Schubert. Nays: 5. Absent-John Rutherford and 
Lynn Sisler. Absent: 2. 

 
A motion to approve the Planning Commission’s recommendation to issue a 

Special Use Permit to Robert and Carol Wooldridge to allow a single-family home 
located at 8 Heatherdowns in the Galena Territory to be used for transient rental was 
made by Dorte Breckenridge, seconded by Sally Toepfer. 

An amendment to the motion requiring the driveway to meet the 10% grade was 
made by Vincent Hasken, seconded by Dorte Breckenridge. 

The amendment carried by voice vote. 
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The original motion plus the amendment to approve the Planning Commission’s 

recommendation to issue a Special Use Permit to Robert and Carol Wooldridge to allow a 
single-family home located at 8 Heatherdowns in the Galena Territory to be used for 
transient rental contingent upon the driveway meeting the required 10% grade carried by 
roll call vote: Ayes-Dorte Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, 
Margie Montelius, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and 
Jack Zillig. Ayes: 10. Nays-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, John Creighton, Yerda 
Potter, and Domer Schubert. Nays: 5. Absent-John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Absent: 
2. 

 
A motion to approve the Planning Commission’s recommendation to rezone 

property from AG-1 General Agricultural District to R-2 Single Family Residential 
District for Duane and Deborah Wienen to develop a 16-lot subdivision on North High 
Ridge Road, Galena was made by Margie Montelius, seconded by Jody Carroll. 

An amendment to the motion to change the 16-lot subdivision to 17-lot 
subdivision was made by John Creighton, seconded by Margie Montelius. 

The amendment carried by voice vote. 
The original motion plus the amendment to approve the Planning Commission’s 

recommendation to rezone property from AG-1 General Agricultural District to R-2 
Single Family Residential District for Duane and Deborah Wienen to develop a 17-lot 
subdivision on North High Ridge Road, Galena carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri 
Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Vincent 
Hasken, Larry Lyons, Margie Montelius, Yerda Potter, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, 
Domer Schubert, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays: 0. 
Absent-John Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Absent: 2. 

 
The Planning Commission’s recommendation to deny the rezoning of a two-acre 

parcel of land within a 35 acre parcel from AG-1 Agricultural to R-1 Rural Residential 
for a single-family home located on West Council Hill Road, Scales Mound for Steve and 
Mary Bader, owners and Terry Redfearn, petitioner was approved following a motion 
made by Jody Carroll, seconded by Domer Schubert. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, Margie 
Montelius, Yerda Potter, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, Domer Schubert, Terry 
Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays: 0. Absent-John Rutherford and 
Lynn Sisler. Absent: 2. 

 
  The Planning Commission’s recommendation to issue a Special Use Permit to 

Dale and Shirley Nederhoff to allow a single-family home located at 50 Stony Point in 
the Galena Territory to be used for transient rental was denied following a motion for 
approval made by Sally Toepfer, seconded by Matt Rosenthal. 
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The motion failed by roll call vote: Ayes-Jody Carroll, Vincent Hasken, Larry 

Lyons, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, Terry Stoffregen and Sally Toepfer. Ayes: 7. 
Nays-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte Breckenridge, John Creighton, Margie 
Montelius, Yerda Potter, Domer Schubert and Jack Zillig. Nays: 8. Absent-John 
Rutherford and Lynn Sisler. Absent: 2. 

 
EXECUTIVE:  
Executive Chairman Vincent Hasken asked that any board members that would 

like to participate in the follow-up action regarding the meeting addressing the livestock 
issues in Jo Daviess County to contact Board Chairperson Merri Berlage. 

Hasken also explained that the League of Women Voters will give a presentation 
to board members before the March 12th board meeting about the Jo Daviess County 
Comprehensive Plan that they will be providing to various groups and organizations 
throughout the county. 

 
FINANCE, TAX AND BUDGET: 
Finance Chairperson Yerda Potter asked State’s Attorney, Glen Weber, to explain 

the status of the matter of attorney fees for Paula Stendlund. Glen reported that he has 
contacted the Illinois Attorney General’s Office and they will issue an informal opinion 
regarding the matter in approximately four weeks. He feels with that opinion and the 
previously provided information, the board will be able to make a decision of the fee 
subject. 

 
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY: 
The County will purchase GeoMedia Professional software and maintenance for 

$8,551 following a committee recommendation made by Domer Schubert. 
The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 

Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, Margie 
Montelius, Yerda Potter, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, Domer Schubert, Terry 
Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays: 0. Absent-John Rutherford and 
Lynn Sisler. Absent: 2. 

 
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING: 

 An ordinance amending the Freeport Stephenson County Enterprise Zone to 
include property owned by Thompson’s Pearl Valley Eggs, Inc. for the expansion of such 
business and to include property owned by Interactive Telecommunications, Inc. for the 
development of a telemarketing business was approved following a committee motion 
made by Vincent Hasken. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, Margie 
Montelius, Yerda Potter, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, Domer Schubert, Terry 
Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays: 0. Absent-John Rutherford and 
Lynn Sisler. Absent: 2. 
 
 



Jo Daviess County Board Meeting Minutes 
February 12, 2002 
Page 5 of 7 
 

La Crosse Graphics was awarded the low bid for the 2002/2003 Galena/Jo 
Daviess County Illustrated map in the amount of $5,920.87 following approval of a 
committee motion made by Vincent Hasken.    

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, Joanne Bielenda, Dorte 
Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, Margie 
Montelius, Yerda Potter, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, Domer Schubert, Terry 
Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays: 0. Absent-John Rutherford and 
Lynn Sisler. Absent: 2. 
 
 Executive Director of the CVB, John Mazor informed the board of a two-day 
tourism planning retreat that is planned for February 25 and 26. He invited the County 
Board to attend any part of or the entire two-day workshop. He said each board member 
would be receiving further information on the workshop.  
 
 An amendment to the Guest Accommodation Ordinance recommended by the 
Guest Accommodation Ad Hoc Committee to allow a maximum occupancy of twelve 
people and parking allowing one car for every two people was approved following a 
motion made by Dorte Breckenridge, seconded by Domer Schubert. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes- Dorte Breckenridge, Jody Carroll, 
John Creighton, Vincent Hasken, Larry Lyons, Francis Powers, Matt Rosenthal, Domer 
Schubert, Terry Stoffregen, Sally Toepfer and Jack Zillig. Ayes: 11. Nays-Merri Berlage, 
Joanne Bielenda, Margie Montelius and Yerda Potter. Nays: 4. Absent-John Rutherford 
and Lynn Sisler. Absent: 2. 

 
Joanne Bielenda reported that the placement of the remaining 911 signage would 

be finished in approximately two to 3 months.  
 
Yerda Potter provided board members with the newly revised Solid Waste 

Agency recycling guide for Jo Daviess and Carroll County residents. 
 
Margie Montelius reported that the Iowa Department of Transportation has 

completely taken the South West Arterial off of their agenda due to lack of finances. She 
reported that there would be further meetings to discuss the situations. 

 
Chairperson Berlage informed board members of a meeting with Representative 

Ron Lawfer on February 18th at 1 p.m. at the Farm Bureau Hall in Elizabeth regarding 
transportation with Illinois Vehicle Code and how it pertains to the Iowa and Wisconsin 
Transportation Vehicle Codes and how they all relate to agriculture transportation on 
township and county roads. 

   
Berlage received a letter from the Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Community Affairs on the proposed Enterprise Zone at Eagle’s Landing. She reported 
that this would be a matter the board will be dealing with in the next few months. 
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AGENDA ITEM IV – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 

 Vicki Simone from the Galen Territory commented on the approved amendment 
to the Guest Accommodation Ordinance providing for the occupancy to be increased 
from 10 to 12 and asked from what code this was taken. State’s Attorney Glen Weber 
replied that it doesn’t really matter since there are several conflicting codes and they 
might not all apply.    
 
 Skip Schwerdtfeger from Elizabeth commented that he and his wife are owners of 
a rental home in the Galena Territory and would be affected by the proposed amended 
ordinance to the Guest Accommodation Ordinance excepting guest accommodations 
constructed prior to 1995 from the Life Safety Code requirements for egress windows 
when an approved means of escape is otherwise provided. He feels that he should have 
been notified since this change would affect his property. He questioned since the law has 
not changed and the house has not changed plus the fact the house was licensed last year, 
why is this being considered. County Administrator Duane Olivier responded that the 
County is conducting a more thorough inspection process this year. 
 
 Mike Scholz, General Manager of Eagle Ridge Inn and Resort and Guest 
Accommodations Ad Hoc Committee member commented on the Guest Accommodation 
issue of the 10 versus 12 occupancy level. He said many people have looked at the codes 
and ordinances affecting this many times and according to some legal experts the number 
is actually 16 and he feels that 12 is good compromise. He also feels that there is room 
for modification of requirements of existing coding. He feels that the safety issue that has 
been addressed over the last couple of years has had a very positive affect.  
 
 Ed Kearns of the Galena Territory stated that codes change all the time and 
transient rental owners should expect, accept and comply with changes if they want to 
stay in the rental business.  
 
 Bill Reddy from the Galena Territory stated that he has been a firefighter for 31 
years and it upsets him to hear people talk about bending or modifying a code for a law 
so that some can get by without making expensive changes to a property. He feels you 
cannot play with numbers in a life safety code and take a chance on someone getting 
seriously injured or losing a life. 
              

AGENDA ITEM V– ADJOURNMENT 
 The meeting adjourned following a motion made by Jack Zillig, seconded by 
Francis Powers. 

The motion to adjourn carried by voice vote. 
 Chairperson Berlage adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m. until 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 12, 2002 at the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, 
Galena, Illinois. 
 
                 ______________________________ 
                 Jean Dimke, Jo Daviess County Clerk 
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JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 
FEBRUARY 12, 2002 

 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 

1. Regular County Board meeting minutes of January 8, 2002 
 
CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS AND PETITIONS 

1. GIS Orthophotography Agreement – Village of Elizabeth for $4,400, revised 
2. Probation Annual Plan 
3. Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grant 
4. CVB Exhibit Contract for Mid-America West National for $2,225 
5. CVB Golf Publications Customer Agreement for $7,500 

 
RAFFLE APPLICATIONS 

1. Hanover Township Library - January 16, 2002 through March 16, 2002 
 
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Illinois Department of Revenue Report of Sales Tax Receipts 
2. Illinois Housing Development Authority Annual Report 
3. Correspondence from the George Winter Family 

 
CLAIMS 

1. Claims approval in the amount of $284,394.88 
 


