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JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
The Jo Daviess County Board of Health held a meeting on Tuesday, December 
5, 2006.  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Vice President Liz 
Blair.  Board of Health President Jim Lander joined the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Board of Health members present:  President Jim Lander, Vice-President Liz 
Blair, Robert Chorak, DDS, Peggy Dittmar, NP, Laura Duerr, John Herting, Ed 
Kuhle, Michelle Sprengelmeyer, MD and Beth Baranski, County Board 
Representative,  
 
Board of Health members absent: Lloyd Callaway, MD 
  
Staff members present: Peggy Murphy, Heather Miller, Rose Imbus, and Steve 
Silberman, Americorps Worker 
 
Others: Billie Nolan 
 
Steve Silberman was introduced to the members. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Approval of October 17, 2006, Board of Health Meeting Minutes 
 
The October 17, 2007, Board of Health meeting minutes were approved with a 
motion by Liz Blair and a second by Laura Duerr.  Motion carried. 
 
Fiscal Year 2007 Public Health and Home Health Care Budgets 
 
Peg reported to the Board that the Fiscal Year 2007 budgets for Public Health 
and Home Health Care have been approved by the County Board.  The Board 
members were informed of the changes such as increase in proposed salary line, 
decrease in the health insurance line and an increase for the information 
technology position.  All members had received a copy of explanation and 
changes to budget. 
 
County Handbook 
 
The County Employee Handbook is still in the review process.  Once this is done, 
the County Board will have final approval.  
 
Building Repairs 
 
Septic System Drain Field  

Heather Miller reported that the drain field has been repaired 
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Recommendation to Replace Toilets 

While the drain field was being repaired it was noted that it was full of 
water which is unusual.  It was recommended that all of the toilets and 
fixtures be checked for repair and replacement.  A motion was made by 
Robert Chorak with a second by Liz Blair that the health department has 
toilets and fixtures checked for leaks and be repaired or replaced as 
necessary.  Motion carried. 

 
Add Topsoil around Exterior of Building to Prevent Water Leakage 

Peg reported that there was water leaking into the Education Room when 
it rained.  The repairs have been made to eliminate this problem. 

 
2007 Board of Health Meeting Dates 
 
The Board members discussed dates to hold meetings.  Tuesdays was best for 
some but not all.  It was decided to hold the meetings on the first Wednesday 
every other month beginning in February, 2007. 
 
New Business 
 
Illinois Accreditation Forum 
 
Peg received a notice which was sent to the Board of Health regarding an 
informational meeting to discuss accreditation of local health department.  The 
Illinois Public Health Institute is exploring having local health departments 
accredited.  Peg stated that in addition to the four required programs and IPLAN 
the agencies would be required to be accredited with no additional financial 
support.  Liz noted that accreditation can be expensive.  Peg will be attending a 
meeting on December 13 to receive more information. 
 
Jeanette Dahlquist, RN, BSN, Accepted Position of Maternal Child Health 
Coordinator 
 
Peg reported that Jeanette Dahlquist has assumed the Coordinator position.  
Jeanette had been working part time in the Maternal Child Health department. 
 
WIC/FCM Program Review 
 
Peg reported that WIC and Family Case Management are funded through the 
Department of Human Services (DHS).  Recently a review was completed on the 
programs which were very positive with no corrective actions needed. 
 
$1,500 Grant From Stephenson County for Wise Woman Program 

Stephenson County Health Department receives grant to provide Wise Woman 
Program to Stephenson, Jo Daviess and Carroll Counties.  Stephenson County 
has issued a grant to Jo Daviess County to promote the program.  Stephenson 
County staff will be providing a program in Jo Daviess County on January 11, 
2007, on menopause. 
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Home Health Care Report 
 
Visit totals were distributed 

 
Gerry Seger, Contractual Physical Therapist, Received Therapist of the Year 
Award from Home Care Across Illinois  

Peg has submitted Gerry Segar’s name as Physical Therapist of the Year to 
the Illinois Home Care annual meeting.  She reported that he has won the 
award and will be awarded at annual meeting on December 8 in Springfield. 
 

Environmental Health Report 
 
Heather Miller reported: 

 Letters have been sent out for license renewal – she noted that the new 
software worked good for this. 

 Staff are working hard to complete the restaurant inspections by the end 
of year (25 to go) 

 Had to close a grocery store in Apple River due to history of repeated 
violations. 

 
Drugs and Alcohol in the Workplace 
 
Peg and Rose Imbus attended a meeting in Elgin on drugs and alcohol in the 
workplace.  It provided a great deal of education on observation of alcohol and 
drug use in staff.  Agency needs to know legal issues in dealing with this. 
 
County Safety Committee 
 
Peg has been meeting with and formed a County Safety Committee with other 
County Department Heads.  Peg and Brian Melton chair this committee.  They 
have been working with the County Board and Colin Fulrath to provide NIMS 
training to the County Board.  The County Board will need to establish policies for 
absences in the case of an emergency and/or epidemic. 
 
Jo Daviess County Leadership Forum 
 
The Board received the Jo Daviess County Leadership Forum application and 
Peg thought that there would be Public Health funding if staff would be interested 
in applying.  It was noted that the deadline for this year’s forum has passed. 
 
Family Planning – Clarke Student’s Perspective 
 
Peg said that Clarke College Nursing Students are using the health department 
for clinical training.  One student shared his positive thoughts on the Family 
Planning program.  A copy of this was provided to the Board. 
 
Information Technology Transition – Jack Miller 
 
Peg reported that Jack Miller has been hired in a part time IT position with the 
County.  Joe Kratcha who presently works in the GIS Department is training to 
provide full time IT assistance for the County.   
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Committee Reports: 
Environmental Health 

The Environmental Health Committee of the Board of Health met at 6:30 
p.m. today.  Robert Chorak reported that the committee reviewed fees for 
environmental programs and it was decided not to make any revisions at 
this time.  Fees will be reviewed annually.  The next meeting will be 
February, 2008. 

 
Donation to WIC Program from Christ Lutheran Church 
 
The WIC program has been receiving donations from area churches to provide 
for the program clients.  A list of donations was distributed. 
 
Next Meeting Date – February 7, 2007 at 7 P.M. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. with a motion by John Herting and a second by 
Peg Dittmar. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Robert Chorak, Secretary 

 


