
 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
COMMITTEE: Finance, Tax & Budgets   
CHAIRPERSON: RJ Winkelhake, Vice Chair  
DATE/TIME: March 26, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT:  John O’Boyle   Rick Dittmar    Randy Jobgen 
          Steve Rutz       RJ Winkelhake    Ron Smith 

         Merri Berlage 
  
 
A quorum was established. 
 
Other Board members:  
Others: Melisa Hammer, I. Ronald Lawfer, and Dan Reimer. 
 

1. Review and approve minutes – Randy Jobgen made a motion to approve the February 26, 
2015 Finance, Tax & Budgets Committee meeting minutes.  Seconded by John O'Boyle and 
motion passed. 

2. Citizens Comments – I. Ronald Lawfer, landowner in Willow Grove subdivision in Wards 
Grove Township, expressed his displeasure with the property tax assessment process.   

3.  Unfinished Business 

a) Jo Daviess County strategic goals –  

b) Township Assessor Pilot Program – Nothing to report at this time. 

c) Township Assessor Program Intergovernmental Agreement – Nothing to report at this 
time. 

d) Update on options to fund the Public Safety Radio Communications System – Nothing to 
report at this time. 

e) Update on Jo Daviess County Purchasing Card program – County Treasurer, Melisa 
Hammer reported that a purchasing card program application was submitted to Illinois 
Bank & Trust. The County has been approved and the Bank is in the process of printing 
the cards.  It should be seven to ten days before we start receiving the cards. Hammer 
recommended that we implement the new cards and then wait a month before cancelling 
the purchasing card account with US Bank.  Hammer reported that more fraudulent 
charges were placed on one of the US Bank cards.  The charge did go through and County 
is working with the bank to correct this matter. 

f) Update on Special Service District #6 – Galena Area Emergency Medical Service District 
Dan Reimer reported that at the February County Board Meeting States Attorney John Hay 
stated that the municipalities in the proposed Special Service District #6 should also give 
their support for the establishment of the proposed special service district.  This could be 
in the form of a resolution.  There are three municipalities that would be served by Special 
Service Area #6 including the City of Galena, Scales Mound and Menominee.  Since the 
County Board meeting Jack Zane has approached all three communities.  This past 
Monday night the Galena City Council moved forward a recommendation that a resolution 
be drafted and considered at the April 13th City Council meeting.  



 

3. New Business 

a) Discussion and possible action on a Resolution Calling for the Governor and General 
Assembly to Protect Necessary Funding for County Government – Dan Reimer 
discussed that one of the cuts in Governor Rauner’s plan to fill the deficit gap in the State’s 
2015 budget is to cut fifty percent the amount distributed to local governments from the 
local government distributive fund.  This fund includes revenue from sales tax, corporate 
personal property tax, local use tax, and income tax which are by statute to be distributed 
local to municipalities and counties.  Reimer reported that it was announced earlier this 
week that the budget gap of $1.2 billion has been filled for this year’s budget.  This was 
accomplished primarily by the sweeping the reserves from a variety of state funds; the 
largest reserve sweep is from the local government distributive fund.  UCCI sent the 
County a draft resolution that they would like all counties to adopt and send to the 
Governor and the legislatures. If the 2015 gap had not been filled funding would have 
stopped, effective March 31m, 2015,  for many state programs effective March 31, 2015, 
this will carry the State through to June 30, 2015.  The Governor’s 2016 budget proposal 
includes significant local funding cuts including major reductions in the amount received 
by municipalities and counties from the local government distributive fund.     Randy 
Jobgen made a motion to approve and send to the County Board a resolution calling 
for the Governor and General Assembly to protect necessary funding for County 
Government.  Seconded by John O’Boyle and motion passed. 

b) Discussion and possible action to approve the purchase of a new copy machine for the 
Jo Daviess County Assessment Office from Midwest Business Products – Randy 
Jobgen made a motion to approve the Assessment Office to purchase a new Sharp 
MX-M565N color copier from Midwest Business Products at a cost of $6,881.00.  
Seconded by John O’Boyle and motion passed. 

5.   Staff Reports 

a)  Chief County Assessment Office – Donna Berlage is attending training.  Her report is 
included in the information packet.   

b)  Treasurer’s Office – Melisa Hammer distributed a handout  of the Tax Cycle Planner for 
2015,  per a request from Steve Rutz last month.  Hammer reviewed the tax cycle timeline as it 
related to her department and where we are at in the process with this year’s tax bills.  The 
County did receive the multiplier back from the state, and it was a one. The County Clerk’s 
office will now calculate tax rates and extension amounts for each taxing district per PTELL 
and notify the taxing districts. After all 100 plus taxing districts certify their final tax extension 
reports the County Clerk will roll over the books to the County Treasurer’s office.  Hammer 
reported that she is hopeful to begin processing tax bills the week of April 20th and have them 
mailed by April 27, 2015.  First installments will be due on June 1, 2015 and second 
installment will be due on September 1, 2015. 

c)  County Administrator – Dan Reimer discussed several financial reports that were 
included in the Committee packet. The draft of the Circuit Clerk’s audit was also included in 
the packet.  The County FY2014 audit process is on schedule and nearing completion.  The 
auditors plan to attend the April Committee meeting to present the FY2014 audit draft reports.  
Reimer reviewed the Revenue/Expense Report for the three month period, State Shared 
Revenue Report, General Fund State Shared Revenue Report, Hotel/Motel Tax Receipts 
Reports, Deed Transfer Declarations Report, Well and Septic Stats Report, Sales Tax Receipts 
Report, County Supplemental Tax Report, and the Sales Tax Revenue Report.  



 

6.   Citizens’ comments – I. Ronald Lawfer handed out a copy of the assessment complaint form 
and expressed his concerns with the Board of Review regarding dismissal of an assessment 
complaint. Lawfer discussed the Open Meetings Act.  Lawfer also complimented the Supervisor of 
Assessments for putting together a list of assessments by parcel number on the County website.  
Lawfer asked that the County consider going one step further and include with each parcel a street 
address or in the case of land the section number, this would make it more user friendly.   

7.   Board Member Concerns - None 

Next committee meeting is on Thursday, April 30, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m.                                                                               

John O'Boyle made a motion to adjourn at 7:02 pm. Seconded by Randy Jobgen and motion 
passed.  
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