
COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
COMMITTEE: Finance, Tax & Budgets   
CHAIRPERSON: RJ Winkelhake, Vice Chair  
DATE/TIME: February 26, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT:  John O’Boyle   Rick Dittmar    Randy Jobgen 
          Steve Rutz       RJ Winkelhake    Ron Smith 

         Merri Berlage (entered at 6:03 p.m.) 
  
A quorum was established. 
 
Other Board members:  
Others: Donna Berlage and Melisa Hammer. 
 

1. Review and approve minutes – Randy Jobgen made a motion to approve the January 29, 
2015 Finance, Tax & Budgets Committee meeting minutes.  Seconded by John O'Boyle and 
motion passed. 

2. Citizens Comments - None 

3.  Unfinished Business 

a) Jo Daviess County strategic goals –  

b) Township Assessor Pilot Program – Nothing to report at this time. 

c) Township Assessor Program Intergovernmental Agreement – Nothing to report at this 
time. 

d) Update on options to fund the Public Safety Radio Communications System – We talked 
about having the Law Enforcement & Courts Committee look at the population in each 
emergency services district, which has not happened yet. 

e) Update on Jo Daviess County Purchasing Card program – Melisa Hammer reported that 
she met with Illinois Bank & Trust today.  We have to fill out the application and we are 
going to go ahead and put out a form to all of the department heads asking them who they 
want cards for and what they want their limits to be.  They suggested that we get the new 
program up and running, leave the old program on and have an overlapping month to make 
sure we get a statement from the old program stating a zero balance before we close the 
account.  The Finance, Tax & Budgets Committee will need to set the limit on the total 
corporate account.   

4. New Business 

5.   Staff Reports 

a)  Chief County Assessment Office – Donna Berlage reported that the Board of Review met 
on February 17 & 18 for hearings on 31 property tax assessment complaints.  Berlage is in the 
process of entering final Board of Review decisions in the computer and making any changes 
if necessary.  Once this process is complete, final decisions will be generated and sent out.  
The final abstract will be prepared and the year will be closed out and rolled to the County 
Clerk.  This should be completed by the first week of March.  Evidence has been prepared and 
submitted for one PTAB case that was due on February 4th.  The Assessment Office has been 
busy with processing Senior Citizens Homestead Freeze applications. 



b)  Treasurer’s Office – Melisa Hammer reported that the auditors from Clifton Larsen Allen 
have completed the field portion of the FY2014 audit. Staff is still working to provide financial 
information as requested.  The audit so far has went well and we are still following through 
with a few items.  Hammer reported that monthly financial information is in the Committee 
packet and if the Committee would like any different reports to please let her know. Hammer 
discussed that if everything continues to go well with the tax cycle her goal is to have tax bills 
out by May 1st and first half payment due June 1st. Her office will be sending out mobile home 
tax bills in March.  The office is running smoothly with the help of staff. 

c)  County Administrator – Dan Reimer is attending the ILCMA Winter Conference and was 
unable to attend this meeting. 

6.   Citizens’ comments -  

7.   Board Member Concerns – Ron Smith commented that the County submitted a grant 
application to the Galena Foundation to help fund the Courthouse windows & tuck pointing.   
Rick Dittmar commented that he would still like to see the Sheriff send someone over to TH 
Media to check out the fraudulent charges on the purchase card.   

Next committee meeting is on Thursday, March 26, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m.                                                                              

John O'Boyle made a motion to adjourn at 6:33 pm. Seconded by Randy Jobgen and motion 
passed.  
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