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Public Health
JO DAVIESS COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
9483 US RT. 20 WEST o P. O. BOX 318 @ GALENA, ILLINOIS 61036 e (815) 777-0263
Jo Daviess County Health Department Environmental Health Committee
Wednesday, December 2, 2015, 6:30 p.m.

Jo Daviess County Health Department Conference Room

1. Call to Order

Ron Lubcke, President of the Board of Health, called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
2. Rollcall

Present: Ron Lubcke, Dr. Ralph Losey, Jim Vormezeele and Kim Barrett

Absent: Bill Bingham

Staff Present: Elizabeth Kane, Matt Calvert and Evelyn Folks

Others present: Dirk Einsweiler, Bill Oldenburg, Ron and Jeanie Norman, Matt Heller and Katie
Deveraux, Galena Gazette Reporter

3. Citizens’ Comments:

Jeanie Norman chose to wait until information had been discussed before she made a
statement.

4. Approval of the October 14, 2015 Environmental Health Committee Meeting Minutes

Dr. Ralph Losey motioned to approve the draft minutes, as presented, from the Environmental
Health Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, October 14, 2015. Second by Kim Barrett. All
in favor, motion carried.



Unfinished Business

a. Discussion and possible action to approve a recommendation to the Board of Health to
include Title 5, Chapter 8, Article B, Section 5, Part B, of the Jo Daviess County Code of
Ordinances is added to read: RECORD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS FOR DOMESTIC SEPTAGE
APPLICATION TO AGRICULTURAL LAND: in the proposed Amended Jo Daviess County
Private Sewage Ordinance.

Ron Lubcke noted that at the last meeting, a motion and second were made, but a vote was not
taken. He then read the above statement and asked for a motion. Jim Vormezeele motioned to
approve and move forward to the Board of Health a recommendation to the Board of Health to
include Title 5, Chapter 8, Article B, Section 5, Part B, of the Jo Daviess County Code of
Ordinances is added to read: RECORD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS FOR DOMESTIC SEPTAGE
APPLICATION TO AGRICULTURAL LAND: in the proposed Amended Jo Daviess County Private
Sewage Ordinance. A second was made by Dr. Losey. Ron Lubcke asked for any questions or
concern, none voiced. All in favor, motion carried.

New Business

a. Discussion and possible action to approve a recommendation to the Board of Health to
include Title 5, Chapter 8, Article B, Section 3, of the Jo Daviess County Code of Ordinances
is added to read: DEFINITIONS: PUBLIC PLACE OF ASSEMBLY: Gathering of 50 or more
persons for deliberation, worship, entertainment, eating, drinking, amusement, awaiting
transportation, or similar uses.

Ron Lubcke read the above statement describing the definition of “Public Places of Assembly”.
Dr. Ralph Losey motioned to approve a recommendation to the Board of Health to include Title
5, Chapter 8, Article B, Section 3, of the Jo Daviess County Code of Ordinances is added to
read: DEFINITIONS: PUBLIC PLACE OF ASSEMBLY: Gathering of 50 or more persons for
deliberation, worship, entertainment, eating, drinking, amusement, awaiting transportation,
or similar uses. A second was made by Kim Barrett. No questions were presented. Allin
favor, motion carried.

b. Discussion and possible action to approve a recommendation to the Board of Health to
include Title 5, Chapter 8, Article B, Section 5, Part A, of the Jo Daviess County Code of
Ordinances is added to read: APPLICATION TO AGRICULTURAL LAND: (7) Domestic
septage shall not be applies to land in excess of the application rate established in 40 CFR
503. Annual application rate (AAR) for the desired crop must be established prior to land
application of domestic septage. Domestic septage must be spread evenly throughout the
acreage approved by the health authority.

Ron Lubcke read the above statement amending the original vote by clarifying the term
“spreading on agricultural land”. Dr. Losey motioned to approve a recommendation to the
Board of Health to include Title 5, Chapter 8, Article B, Section 5, Part A, of the Jo Daviess
County Code of Ordinances is added to read: APPLICATION TO AGRICULTURAL LAND: (7)
Domestic septage shall not be applied to land in excess of the application rate established in 40
CFR 503. Annual application rate (AAR) for the desired crop must be established prior to land



application of domestic septage. Domestic septage must be spread evenly throughout the
acreage approved by the health authority. Second by Jim Vormezeele. No questions were
presented. All in favor, motion carried.

Matt Calvert, Director of Environmental Health, informed the Committee that he had worked
with the Jo Daviess County State’s Attorney’s Office on clearer language on the proposed
ordinance. No changes of substance, only clarification.

c. Discussion and possible action to approve a recommendation to the Board of Health to
include Title 5, Chapter 8, Article B, Section 5, Part A, of the Jo Daviess County Code of
Ordinances is added to read: APPLICATION TO AGRICULTURAL LAND: (12) Each load of
domestic septage shall be screened to remove all litter debris that is not beneficial on the
fertilization of crops. Screened items must be disposed of in an approved manner and not
create a nuisance condition as applicable to this ordinance.

Ron Lubcke read the above statement. Matt Calvert noted that the revision to this part of the
ordinance was that a nuisance was “as applicable to this ordinance”. This meaning that in this
context, a nuisance would have to apply only to sewage, not junk cars or garbage. Jim
Vormezeele asked Matt Calvert to briefly explain the “screening” process of the application.
Matt Calvert replied that the pumper attachment would only allow liquid to be discharged. Any
solid material will collect in screens and must be disposed of separately. Jim Vormezeele
motioned to approve a recommendation to the Board of Health to include Title 5, Chapter 8,
Article B, Section 5, Part A, of the Jo Daviess County Code of Ordinances is added to read:
APPLICATION TO AGRICULTURAL LAND: (12) Each load of domestic septage shall be screened to
remove all litter debris that is not beneficial on the fertilization of crops. Screened items must be
disposed of in an approved manner and not create a nuisance condition as applicable to this
ordinance. Second by Dr. Ralph Losey. No other questions were presented. All in favor,
motion carried.

At 6:45 PM, Bill Bingham entered the meeting.
7. Citizens’ Comments:

Jeanie Norman thanked the Committee and the Environmental Health Program of the Health
Department for assistance and cooperation in this process. The Norman family supports the
proposed changes in the ordinance and recognize that positive changes have been made. Mrs.
Norman has been in contact with the Watershed Protection group, who contacted Illinois Geological
Survey who conducted an in-depth study and LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) of the area. She
presented topographical, aerial visual material, showing low spots and sink holes in the disputed
area, and written reports for the Committee. She stated that with all of the new information, is it
prudent to continue the process about land application? She believes that septage is leaching into
the groundwater and is a health risk to her family and neighboring areas. She noted that the
contractor has acquired above-ground storage tanks and inquired about the legality. Matt Calvert
replied that he was well aware of the storage tanks and has spoken to Clay Simonson, IDPH Regional
Supervisor about the issue. Mr. Simonson has said the tanks are legal. The EPA (Environmental



Protection Agency) only deals with underground tanks. Matt Calvert assured all present that the
contractor has already complied with all proposed changes.

Matt Heller responded that the tanks will store the sewage in the winter until the ground has
thawed in the spring, then will be applied in the proper manner. Matt Calvert stated that three
areas have been approved for land application and the acreage is as follow: 5.3 acres, 7 acres and
13.1 acres. One site has already been disallowed due to mine holes that were found in the lllinois
Geological Survey Study. The contractor is in agreement with discontinuing this site. Mrs. Norman
asked about the safety of the tanks and Matt Calvert informed the Committee that he viewed the
tanks and they were previously used for clean water storage. No one should have any concerns that
the tanks might have previously stored gasoline or oil.

8. Establish future meeting dates
No future meeting is scheduled at this time.
9. Adjourn

Jim Vormezeele motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:57 PM. Second by Dr. Ralph Losey. All in
favor, motion carried.



