
 

 
 

MINUTES of the Galena/Jo Daviess County Convention & Visitors Bureau  
Meeting date: Thursday, December 18, 2014 

 
Call to order: A Sales & Marketing Committee meeting of the Galena/Jo Daviess County Convention 

& Visitors Bureau was held at the CVB administrative offices, Galena, IL, on Thursday, December 18, 

2014. The meeting convened at 11:02 a.m. Hal Gilpin served as chairperson and Celestino Ruffini 

served as secretary. 

Members in attendance: Matthew Carroll, Hal Gilpin and Helen Schamberger. 

Members not in attendance: Jess Farlow, Erin Murphy and Caitlin Oponski. 

CVB Staff in attendance: Betsy Kaage, Celestino Ruffini and Katherine Walker. 

Guests in attendance: None. 

Welcome and Introductions: None. 

Public Comments: None. 

Approval of minutes: No motion was made for lack of a quorum. 

Unfinished business: None. 

New business: 

Discussion on 2015 Activities Guide 

 Ruffini noted two options the CVB is exploring for an interactive (digital) version of the 

Activity Guide and a first draft of the guide was shown. 

Discussion on CVB Web site 

 No discussion. 

Other business: 

Update on the registrations for the 2015 Galena Triathlon & Duathlon 

 Walker stated that 265 athletes have registered to date. Ruffini discussed the upcoming e-blast 

marketing plan preceding the December 25 decision date. Carroll mentioned that he had received 

communication from J3 Timing in Stockton about their interest in the future of the event. 

 

 

 



 

Discussion on wireless interest access in Galena 

 Walker commented that she was meeting with Lisa McCarthy of Tri-County Economic 

Development Alliance and Daniel Payette of Blackhawk Hills Regional Council on December 19 to 

discuss this topic. 

Announcements: Gilpin suggested that CVB staff should capitalize further on the accolades the 

destination has received in order to continue receiving positive recognition. Kaage provided a recap 

on the social media contest promoted via Facebook that recently ended. 

Public Comments: None. 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 11:51 a.m. 
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