
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES of Galena/Jo Daviess County Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Meeting date: Tuesday, May 27, 2014 

Call to order: A Board meeting of the Galena/Jo Daviess County Convention & Visitors Bureau, was held at 

the Old Train Depot Visitor Information Center, Galena, IL on Tuesday, May 27, 2014. The meeting convened 

at 5:01 p.m., Chairperson Matthew Carroll, and Mary Althof, served as secretary.  

Members in attendance: Matthew Carroll, Sharon Cholewinski, Jess Farlow, Hal Gilpin, Erin Murphy, Caitlin 

Oponski and Helen Schamberger 

Members not in attendance: Merri Berlage and Annette McLane 

Guests in attendance:  Cheryl Neumann, Randy McDaniels, Brad Petersburg, Steve Barg, Dan Reimer and 

Betty Roliardi 

Welcome and Introductions:  Matthew Carroll welcomed all those in attendance and introduced the guests in 

attendance. 

Public Comments:  There were no public comments at this time. 

McDaniels Marketing Report:  Randy McDaniels and Cheryl Neumann presented the Mid-year Review to the 

board.  Erin Murphy commented that she would like to see their segways, alpine slide and/or Mississippi 

Explorer cruise included in the Outdoor Galore photo shoot.  Hal Gilpin would like to see a marketing plan for 

2015. 

Great River Trial Report:  Brad Petersburg gave a presentation on the Great River Trail.  He is looking for a 

letter of support from the CVB.  Motion: Motion by Helen Schamberger to wait and see what the county’s 

position is on this and take it up at that point.  There was no second to the motion, therefore the motion died.  

Motion: Motion by Erin Murphy, and seconded to send a letter of support to extend the Great River Trail from 

Savanna to Galena following the safest and most scenic route.  Motion carried. 

Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation:  Steve Barg gave a presentation on the Jo Daviess Conservation 

Foundation.  Barg commented that they would be happy and interested to move the Rivers to Ridges website to 



 

ours if we are interested in doing this.  He feels it aligns well with our goals.  Barg also invited everyone to 

attend the Music on the Mound event on June 14, 2014 from 3 p.m. – 7 p.m.  Bring a picnic, beverages and a 

blanket or lawn chairs.  Enjoy the view, listen to the bands and see what they are trying to put together up there. 

Approval of minutes: Motion: Motion by Hal Gilpin, and seconded to approve the minutes of the April 24, 

2014 meeting. Motion failed.  Erin Murphy and Matthew Carroll requested corrections be made to the minutes. 

 The secretary will make the corrections and this item will be placed on the June 24, 2014 agenda.   

Officers' reports: 

 Chairperson:  No report. 

 Vice Chairperson:  No report. 

Board and committee reports: 

 Committee Assignments:  The board looked over the committee assignments and added Sharon 

Cholewinski to the Visitor Services committee and Caitlin Oponski to the Sales & Marketing and Community 

Outreach and Education committees. 

Sales & Marketing:  Hal Gilpin commented that he would rather go with the recommendation from 

McDaniels Marketing for the addition of a Winter E-blast.   Motion: Moved by Hal Gilpin, and seconded to not 

approve the Midwest Living Christmas Ad Placement as presented.  Motion carried.  Hal Gilpin asked if it was 

possible for Dan Reimer to attend our next Sales & Marketing committee meeting so that the committee 

members can get a better understanding of the budget process.   

 Nominating Ad Hoc Committee:  There was nothing to report at this time. 

 Galena Triathlon/Duathlon:  Matthew Carroll commented that he was at the event and he felt 

everything went extremely well.  The revenue report was handed out to the board.  Katherine Walker anticipates 

a negative number for the event.  Hal Gilpin commented that he attended the VisitGalena meeting this past week 

and there was nothing but positive comments regarding the event.  Carroll added that next year would be the 

20
th

 annual event.  We will need to look at a major marketing campaign and try to secure a major national 

sponsor.  

 Joint Merger Committee:  Hal Gilpin reported that he had received an email from the president of 

VisitGalena stating they would like to talk about the visitor center as a starting point.  Gilpin notified the 

committee and had not heard anything since.  On Monday, Gilpin and Jess Farlow attended the VisitGalena 

meeting.  Nothing was mentioned regarding talks between the two groups.  Their board went into closed session 

and the next day Gilpin got an email from the president saying he had received approval to move forward and 

ahead from the board.  He asked for him, Mark VanOsdol, Hal Gilpin and one other member from our 

committee to meet and discuss action going forward.  This meeting will have to be an open meeting for our 

committee to comply with the Open Meetings Act.  Matthew Carroll will attend as our other committee 

member.  It was the consensus of the board to hold a joint merger committee meeting before this joint meeting 



 

with VisitGalena.  The committee will meet on Thursday, June 5, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. at Hawk Valley Retreat 

and Cottages. 

Unfinished business: 

 Discussion, recommendation and possible action on bylaws change:   Motion:  Moved by Hal Gilpin, 

and seconded to amend the bylaws as presented.  Motion carried. 

 ITIC Shipment of Visitors Guides:  The report was included in the board packet. 

New business:  Katherine Walker encouraged the board members to read the article written by Betty Roliardi in 

this week’s Galena Gazette.   

Announcements:  Helen Schamberger commented on the increase in property tax bills over the last three years. 

Public Comments:  There were no public comments at this time. 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 

Mary Althof         _________6/24/14__________ 

Administrative Assistant/Secretary     Date of approval 
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