
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CVB BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
OF FEBRUARY 25, 2014 

 
 
 
CVB Board of Directors Members: 

 Vacant 
 Berlage, Merri 
 Carroll, Matthew 
 Farlow, Jess 
 Gilpin, Hal 

 
 

 Ketza, Jan 
 McLane, Annette 
 Murphy, Erin 
 Schamberger, Helen 

 
 

CVB Staff: 
 Althof, Mary 
 Belger, Melosa 
 Gratton, Judy  

 
 

 Ruffini, Celestino 
 Walker, Katherine 

 
 
GUESTS:  Betty Roliardi, Christie Trifone-Simon, Dan Reimer 
 
************************************************************************************* 

 Matthew Carroll made a motion to elect Christie Trifone-Simon to the vacant CVB 
Board seat.  The motion was seconded by Erin Murphy.  Matthew Carroll withdrew his 
motion to elect Christie Trifone-Simon to the vacant CVB Board seat.  Erin Murphy 
withdrew the second to the motion.  The motion was withdrawn. 
  
 Hal Gilpin made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 28, 2014 CVB Board 
meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by Matthew Carroll.  The motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote. 
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 Matthew Carroll made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2013 
CVB Ad Hoc Nominating Committee meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Hal Gilpin.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 Erin Murphy made a motion to nominate Matthew Carroll as CVB Board Chair.   The 
motion was seconded by Helen Schamberger.  The motion carried by voice vote.  Merri 
Berlage made a motion to nominate Hal Gilpin as CVB Board Chair.  The motion was 
seconded by Helen Schamberger.  The motion carried by voice vote.  A roll call vote 
followed:  Berlage, Farlow in favor of Hal Gilpin as CVB Board Chair.  Carroll, Gilpin, 
Murphy and Schamberger in favor of Matthew Carroll as CVB Board Chair.  The roll call 
vote determined Matthew Carroll to be the CVB Board Chair.   
 
 Jess Farlow made a motion to nominate Hal Gilpin as CVB Board Vice-Chair.  The 
motion was seconded by Merri Berlage.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 Matthew Carroll made a motion to approve a twelve month contract with Cision for 
$8,500.00 as presented. The motion was seconded by Hal Gilpin.  The motion carried by voice 
vote.   
 
 Merri Berlage made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  The motion was 
seconded by Jess Farlow.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
************************************************************************************* 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

Jess Farlow called the meeting to order at 5:58 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 

Roll call was answered as follows:  Present: Merri Berlage, Matthew Carroll, Jess Farlow, 
Hal Gilpin, Erin Murphy and Helen Schamberger.  Present:  6 Absent:  Jan Ketza and Annette 
McLane Absent:  2.  
 CVB Staff present:  Mary Althof and Katherine Walker. 
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
 A quorum was established.   
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Jess Farlow welcomed everyone in attendance.  
              
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 There were no public comments at this time. 
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DISCUSSION, RECOMMENDATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON NOMINATION OF 
CHRISTIE TRIFONE-SIMON TO THE VACANT CVB BOARD SEAT 
  Matthew Carroll made a motion to elect Christie Trifone-Simon to the vacant 
CVB Board seat.  The motion was seconded by Erin Murphy.  Merri Berlage asked if Christie 
met all the requirements of the CVB Board by-laws.  After review of the b y-laws it was 
determined that she did not meet the requirements because she does not live in Jo Daviess 
County.  Matthew Carroll withdrew his motion to elect Christie Trifone-Simon to the vacant 
CVB Board seat.  Erin Murphy withdrew the second to the motion.  The motion was 
withdrawn. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 28, 2014 CVB BOARD MEETING 
 Hal Gilpin made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 28, 2014 CVB Board 
meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by Matthew Carroll.  The motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 19, 2013 CVB AD HOC NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE MEETING 
 Matthew Carroll made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2013 CVB 
Ad Hoc Nominating Committee meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by Hal 
Gilpin.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. ELECTION OF CVB BOARD CHAIR 
Erin Murphy made a motion to nominate Matthew Carroll as CVB Board Chair.   
The motion was seconded by Helen Schamberger.  The motion carried by voice vote.  
Merri Berlage made a motion to nominate Hal Gilpin as CVB Board Chair.  The 
motion was seconded by Helen Schamberger.  The motion carried by voice vote.  A 
roll call vote followed:  Berlage, Farlow in favor of Hal Gilpin as CVB Board Chair.  
Carroll, Gilpin, Murphy and Schamberger in favor of Matthew Carroll as CVB Board 
Chair.  The roll call vote determined Matthew Carroll to be the CVB Board Chair.  
Erin Murphy thanked Jess Farlow for his years of services as the past CVB Board 
Chair. 

b. ELECTION OF CVB BOARD VICE-CHAIR 
Jess Farlow made a motion to nominate Hal Gilpin as CVB Board Vice-Chair.  The 
motion was seconded by Merri Berlage.  The motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 

c. DISCUSSION, RECOMMENDATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A TWELVE 
MONTH CONTRACT WITH CISION FOR $8,500.00 
Matthew Carroll made a motion to approve a twelve month contract with Cision for 
$8,500.00 as presented. The motion was seconded by Hal Gilpin.  The motion carried 
by voice vote.   

d. FOIA TRAINING/PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE PROGRAM 
Katherine Walker reminded the board to complete their FOIA training if they have 
not yet done so.  Also, there is a parliamentary procedure program on Thursday, 
March 6 from 5 – 9 p.m. at the Jo Daviess County Courthouse if any board members 
are interested in attending.  
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OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
a. 2013 Annual Report 

Katherine Walker presented the 2013 Annual Report to the Board. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 Matthew Carroll asked what the triathlon registration was at.  Katherine Walker 
responded that the registration was at 308 as of this morning.  Erin Murphy suggested we use 
McDaniels Marketing expertise on where to advertise for the triathlon.  Jess Farlow added that 
he did not think athletes were aware that the course has been changed back to its original 
course. 
 
OTHER OLD BUSINESS 
 There was no other old business at this time. 
 
MCDANIELS MARKETING REPORT 
 The McDaniels Marketing report was included in the board packet. 
 
REGIONAL REPORT 
 There was no regional report at this time. 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 Hal Gilpin updated the board on the joint merger committee meeting that was held this 
morning.  We have received a response from Visitgalena and have chosen not to respond back 
to them at this time.  Gilpin’s recommendation is to send two people from the joint merger 
committee to the Visitgalena meeting on March 14, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. at Fried Green Tomatoes. 
 
 Erin Murphy would like Katherine Walker to reach out to board members and remind 
them of their responsibilities described in the bylaws regarding member removal.  Automatic 
removal occurs when four meetings are missed without an excuse within a calendar year. 
 
Katherine Walker asked the board their preference on dates for the upcoming retreat.  It was the 
consensus of the board to hold the retreat on Thursday, April 24, 2014. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments at this time. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 There was no closed session at this time. 
 
ADJOURN 
 Merri Berlage made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  The motion was 
seconded by Jess Farlow.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
************************************************************************************* 

NEXT CVB BOARD MEETING 
5:30 P.M., TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2014  

JO DAVIESS COUNTY COURTHOUSE BOARD ROOM 
************************************************************************************* 


