
JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 
DECEMBER 8, 2015 

 
 CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson of the Jo Daviess County Board, Ron Smith, called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 8, 2015 at the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess 
County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
  
 ROLL CALL was answered as follows: Present-Merri Berlage, William Bingham, Richard 
Dittmar, Robert Heuerman, Dan Hughes, Randy Jobgen, Steve McIntyre, John O’Boyle, Brad Petersburg, 
Steve Rutz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen, Martin Werner, RJ Winkelhake and Don Zillig. Present: 15. 
Absent-Brandon Behlke and Gerald Bennett.  Absent: 2.  
 
 THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Chairperson Ron Smith.  
  
 THE INVOCATION and thought for the day were given by Merri Berlage.  
  

AGENDA ITEM I – CONSENT AGENDA 
 The consent agenda was approved as attached including a correction of a vendor change following 
a motion made by Steve Rutz and seconded by RJ Winkelhake. 
 The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, William Bingham, Richard Dittmar, 
Robert Heuerman, Dan Hughes, Randy Jobgen, Steve McIntyre, John O’Boyle, Brad Petersburg, Steve 
Rutz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen, Martin Werner, RJ Winkelhake and Don Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays: 0. 
Absent-Brandon Behlke and Gerald Bennett.  Absent: 2.  
 
         AGENDA ITEM II – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
 Julie Jacobs representing Blackhawk Hill Regional Council distributed a handout to board 
members on the Regional Economic Development Freight Study Kick-off on Thursday, December 17, 
2015 and the Property Tax Freeze Roundtable discussion on December 18, 2015. 

 
AGENDA ITEM III – UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
There was no unfinished business at this time. 
 
AGENDA ITEM IV– NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY: 
This committee had no business to bring before the board. 

  
 CVB BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

This committee had no business to bring before the board. 
 
FINANCE, TAX AND BUDGET: 
The following FY2015 line item transfer request in the amount of $800.00 was made by Steve 

Rutz and seconded by Randy Jobgen. 
a. Transfer of $800.00 from 001-40108-605 Office Supplies to 001-40108-705 

Publishing. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A motion to approve the following FY2015 line item transfer requests and associated claims in the 

amount of $22,707.03 was made by Steve Rutz and seconded by Martin Werner. 
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a. Transfer of $618.30 from 001-40102-905 Miscellaneous Expense to 001-40102-605 
Office Supplies to pay an associated claim to Midwest Business Products in the 
amount of $618.30. 

b. Transfer of $1,204.52 from 001-40102-501 Education & Training to 001-40102-704 
Telephone to pay an associated claim to Business Telephone Supply in the amount of 
$1,395.00. 

c. Transfer of $1,400.00 from 001-40108-702 Professional Services to 001-40108-705 
Publishing to pay an associated claim to Galena Gazette in the amount of $3,049.15. 

d. Transfer of $554.48 from 001-41121-604 Computer Supplies to 001-41121-502 
Travel Expenses to pay an associated claim to Illinois Bank & Trust in the amount of 
$554.48. 

e. Transfer of $1,200.00 from 001-41122-719 Other Service Charges to 001-41122-603 
Operating Supplies to pay an associated claim to Illinois Bank & Trust in the amount 
of $1,200.00. 

f. Transfer of $2,386.34 from 001-41122-711 Utilities to 001-41122-603 Operating 
Supplies to pay an associated claim to H-11 Digital Forensics in the amount of 
$3,098.00. 

g. Transfer of $5,599.95 from 001-41123-704 Telephone to 001-41123-604 Computer 
Supplies to pay associated claims to Illinois Bank & Trust in the amount of $1,825.84, 
to JDCSO Petty Cash in the amount of $4.11 and to Laacke & Joys Co. in the amount 
of $3,770.00. 

h. Transfer of $1,040.00 from 002-43141-611 Fuel & Oil to 002-43141-702 Professional 
Services to pay associated claims to Mobile Electronics in the amount of $557.38 and 
to Guy’s Towing in the amount of $480.00. 

i. Transfer of $3,947.40 from 002-43141-611 Fuel & Oil to 002-43141-601 
Maintenance Supplies to pay an associated claim to Conmat in the amount of 
$3,947.40. 

j. Transfer of $678.85 from 027-45161-724 Rentals to 027-45161-907-19 Trade 
Shows/Events to pay an associated claim to DeSoto House Hotel in the amount of 
$678.85. 

k. Transfer of $748.68 from 027-45161-705 Publishing to 027-45161-704-19 Telephone 
to pay an associated claim to Illinois Bank & Trust Purchasing Card in the amount of 
$748.68. 

l. Transfer of $779.84 from 027-45161-705 Publishing to 027-45161-451 Mileage to 
pay associated claims to Katherine Walker in the amount of $165.20, to Lori 
Kinnamon in the amount of $169.56, to Jeff Graack in the amount of $151.20, to 
Melosa Munholland in the amount of $208.48 and to Betsy Kaage in the amount of 
$85.40. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, William Bingham, Richard Dittmar, 
Robert Heuerman, Dan Hughes, Randy Jobgen, Steve McIntyre, John O’Boyle, Brad Petersburg, Steve 
Rutz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen, Martin Werner, RJ Winkelhake and Don Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays: 0. 
Absent-Brandon Behlke and Gerald Bennett.  Absent: 2.  

 
A motion to approve the following FY2015 over budget request and associated claim in the 

amount of $3,449.80 was made by Steve Rutz and seconded by Randy Jobgen. 



Jo Daviess County Board Meeting Minutes 
December 8, 2015 
Page 3 of 6 
 

a. Claim from Scoop Today in the amount of $3,449.80 to be paid from Assessment 
budget line item 001-40108-705 Publishing in the amount of $3,449.80; over budget 
by $3,449.80. 

  
A motion to approve a FY2015 over budget request in the amount of $4,516.73 in line item 001-

40108-703 Assessment Postage; over budget by $4,516.73 was made by Steve Rutz and seconded by 
Randy Jobgen. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A motion to approve the following FY2016 line item transfer requests and associated claims in the 

amount of $7,554.64 was made by Steve Rutz and seconded by Randy Jobgen. 
b. Transfer of $2,000.00 from 001-40102-702 Professional Service, transfer of $1,400.00 

from 001-40102-705 Publishing, transfer of $1,401.56 from 001-40102-810 Equipment 
Purchase and transfer of $1,800.00 from 001-40102-905 Miscellaneous Expense to 
001-40102-815 Furniture to pay a partial associated claim to SBM in the amount of 
$6,601.56. 

c. Transfer of $543.08 from 001-40103-501 Education & Training and transfer of 
$400.00 from 001-40103-502 Travel Expense to 001-40103-815 Furniture to pay a 
partial associated claim to SBM in the amount of $943.08. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, William Bingham, Richard Dittmar, 
Robert Heuerman, Dan Hughes, Randy Jobgen, Steve McIntyre, John O’Boyle, Brad Petersburg, Steve 
Rutz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen, Martin Werner, RJ Winkelhake and Don Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays: 0. 
Absent-Brandon Behlke and Gerald Bennett.  Absent: 2.  

 
This brings the total claims paid in December 2015 to $848,833.74. 
   
A professional service agreement with Clarity in Numbers, LLC for actuarial valuation services 

for the fiscal year-end 2015 for Postretirement Medical Plan under GASB 45 at a cost not to exceed 
$5,200.00 was approved following a committee motion made by Steve Rutz. 

The motion carried by voice vote with a nay vote recorded for Merri Berlage. 
 
A Commercial Card Payment Solutions Rebate Agreement with New Mexico Bank & Trust d/b/a 

HTLF Card Services was approved following a motion made by Steve Rutz and seconded by Randy 
Jobgen. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING: 
This committee had no business to bring before the board. 

 
 PUBLIC WORKS: 

A recommendation to approve an agreement for maintenance of roads at Jo-Carroll Depot at a cost 
of $2,250.00 to be paid from line item 002-43141-701 was approved following a committee motion made 
by Randy Jobgen. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A Motor Fuel Tax resolution for the County Engineer’s Salary was approved following a 

committee motion made by Randy Jobgen. 
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The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
The 2016 County Fuel bid was awarded to Saunders Oil Company, Warren, Illinois, in the amount 

of $172,971.10 was approved following a committee motion made by Randy Jobgen. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
  

 LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COURTS: 
A public defender agreement with Thomas A. Nack beginning December 1, 2015 and ending 

November 30, 2016 was approved following a committee motion made by RJ Winkelhake. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
  
A public defender agreement with Adam J. North beginning December 1, 2015 and ending 

November 30, 2016 was approved following a committee motion made by RJ Winkelhake. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A resolution to increase the Court Services was approved following a committee motion made by 

RJ Winkelhake. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
An agreement between the Jo Daviess County Sheriff’s Office and Heather M. Ward R.N. 

FY2016 was approved following a committee motion made by RJ Winkelhake. 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
A resolution to participate in the service program of the Office of the State's Attorneys Appellate 

Prosecutor for Fiscal Year 2016 in the amount of $7,000.00 was approved following motion made by RJ 
Winkelhake and seconded by Merri Berlage. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL: 
This committee had no business to bring before the board. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION/ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: 
An application by George & Carol Anderson, 6080 N. Elizabeth Scales Mound Road, Scales 

Mound, owners and Susan Bader, 8063 N. Veta Grande Road, Scales Mound, requesting a map 
amendment from Ag Agricultural District to R-1 Single Family Residential District for a parcel of land  
located just north of 8063 N. Veta Grande Road, Scales Mound was approved following a motion made 
by John O’Boyle and seconded by Terry Stoffregen. 

The motion carried by roll call vote: Ayes-Merri Berlage, William Bingham, Richard Dittmar, 
Robert Heuerman, Dan Hughes, Randy Jobgen, Steve McIntyre, John O’Boyle, Brad Petersburg, Steve 
Rutz, Ron Smith, Terry Stoffregen, Martin Werner, RJ Winkelhake and Don Zillig. Ayes: 15. Nays: 0. 
Absent-Brandon Behlke and Gerald Bennett.  Absent: 2.  

 
LEGISLATIVE: 
This committee had no business to bring before the board. 
 
EXECUTIVE: 



Jo Daviess County Board Meeting Minutes 
December 8, 2015 
Page 5 of 6 
 

The updated County Engineer position description was approved following a committee motion 
made by Merri Berlage. 

The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
OTHER COMMITTEES AND BOARDS: 
Board members appointed to other special committees updated the board with actions involving 

those committees.   
 
AGENDA ITEM V – BOARD MEMBER CONCERNS 
Merri Berlage asked if all concerns with Animal Control are now being directed to the Health 

Department. Bill Bingham said the Health Department is completely in charge of Animal Control at this 
time. 

 
AGENDA ITEM VI – CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
There were no citizens’ comments at this time. 
 
AGENDA ITEM VII – CLOSED SESSION 
The board had no need to enter closed session. 
 
AGENDA ITEM VIII - POSSIBLE ACTION AS A RESULT OF CLOSED SESSION 
No action was needed since the board did not enter closed session. 
 
AGENDA ITEM IX - ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned following a motion made by Steve McIntyre and seconded by John 

O’Boyle. 
The motion to adjourn carried by voice vote. 

 
Chairperson Smith adjourned the meeting at 8:12 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 12, 2016 

at the Jo Daviess County Board Room, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, Galena, Illinois. 
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JO DAVIESS COUNTY BOARD 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 

DECEMBER 8, 2015 
 
 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 

1. County Board meeting minutes from the November 10, 2015 meeting. 
2. County Board Budget Hearing minutes from November 17, 2015 meeting. 

 
APPOINTMENTS 

1. Appointment of Matt Judges to the Emergency Telephone System Board for the remainder of a 
three-year term ending April 30, 2016. 

2. Appointment of Betsy Achett to the Convention & Visitors Bureau Board for a one-year term 
ending November 30, 2016. 

3. Appointment of Terry McGovern to the Convention & Visitors Bureau Board for a three-year 
term ending November 30, 2018. 

 
CLAIMS 

1. Claims approval in the amount of $815,132.27. 
2. Emergency Telephone Systems Board Fund claims in the amount of $11,328.24. 
3. Sheriff’s Forfeiture Fund claims in the amount of $394.25. 
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