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COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
COMMITTEE: Ad-Hoc Health Insurance Committee  
CHAIRPERSON: Ron Smith 
DATE/TIME: July 15, 2015 @ 9:00 a.m. 
 
PRESENT:   

 Ron Smith 
 Jean Dimke 
 Angie Kaiser 
 Bill Bingham 
 Dan Reimer 

 Steve Rutz 
 Diane Williams 
 John Meyerhofer 
 Kathy Phillips 
 Mike Moser 

 Jim Goken 
 Lori Stangl 
 Craig Ketelsen 
 Steve Keeffer 
 Elizabeth Kane

    
Others: Steve Hamilton and Terry Kane 
 

1. Call to Order – Ron Smith called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. 

2. Roll Call – Ron Smith asked for roll call – a quorum of members was present. 

3. Approval of Minutes – Steve Keeffer made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 19, 
2015 committee meeting.  Angie Kaiser seconded and the motion passed. 

4. Citizens’ Comments - none 

5. Unfinished Business 

a) Continue discussion on wellness program.  Elizabeth Kane reported that she was in 
contact with IPMG, our insurance carrier, who gave her some references of other 
counties they have set up with wellness programs.  Clinton County was a pilot program 
for them and they reported that they have had a program for four years.  It started with an 
employee committee and IPMG helped provide them with tools.  They used their health 
department for testing and each person tested received a customize 15-page report. The 
incentive is that testing and meetings took place during work hours.  Every year their 
county board has reinstated the program.  It is not mandatory, but each year the number 
enrolled has risen.  Steve Hamilton recommended checking the cost of the program. 
Health Choices, an affiliate of Medical Associates also offers wellness program plans.  
They would already have access to all our health data because of the relationship with 
Medical Associates.  Terry Kane stated that Pathways is a plan through Mercy and 
Medical Associates.  The consensus of the committee is to have a representative of either 
group come to the next meeting and present pricing information and examples of 
different plans. 

6. New Business 

a) Review and discuss FY2016 Health Insurance renewal with Medical Associates 
Health Plan.  The Medical Associates renewal increase will be 7.8% with no benefit 
changes.    

b) Review and discuss a possible HSA option associated with the Medical Associates 
Health Plan.  Recent changes in Illinois legislation, now allow an HMO to offer a high 
deductible health plan with a qualified health savings account. As a result, for the first 
time Medical Associates will be allowed to offer Jo Daviess County a dual option, 
meaning that each employee could choose the traditional health insurance plan or select 
an HSA qualified plan.  The main question is how much the County Board will contribute 
toward an HSA plan. 



 

 Page 2 of  2 

c) Review and discuss BCBSIL group health insurance rates.  Nothing has been 
received yet from BCBSIL.  Hamilton expects to receive group rates for Jo Daviess 
County next week.  Once he receives it, the committee would also like him to obtain the 
4-tier rates from Medical Associates and discuss the reasons that 4-tier rates have been 
too costly in the past. 

d) Discussion and possible action regarding FY2016 Jo Daviess County group health 
insurance.  Dan Reimer reported that the 7.8% renewal increase was used in preparing 
the target amounts for the budget process.  He gave a brief report on the preliminary 
budget deficit and the committee discussed the impact of health insurance and changes 
that can happen during open enrollment.  The committee discussed that more employees 
may be likely to try an HSA plan if they get to stay with Medical Associates and the fact 
that they can switch back to the HMO plan at the next open enrollment if they wish.  The 
committee discussed how the plans might be received by the unions.  Keeffer made a 
motion that examples be prepared for the next meeting, using the 2-tier rates provided, to 
determine an estimate of how much would be contributed toward the HSA for family and 
single by the County and what the premium savings would be for each group.  Jim Goken 
seconded and the motion passed. 

7. Establish future meeting dates.   
 The next committee meeting will be August 5, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. 

8. Citizens’ Comments - none 

9. Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 10:22 a.m. following a motion by Kaiser seconded by Jean Dimke. 


