
 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
COMMITTEE: Development & Planning (D&P)   
CHAIRPERSON: Merri Berlage  
DATE/TIME: February 3, 2016, 1:30 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  

 Steve Rutz   Robert Heuerman   RJ Winkelhake 
 Merri Berlage    John O’Boyle   Ron Smith 
 Rick Dittmar 

 
A quorum was established. 
 
Other Board members:  Don Zillig 

1. Approval of Minutes 

2. Citizens’ Comments  

3. Unfinished Business 

4. New Business 

a) Introductions – People in attendance - Jim Fraley, Illinois Farm Bureau; Ryan Getz, Jo Daviess 
Conservation Foundation; Steve Barg, Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation Executive Director; 
Jay Soloman, University of Illinois Extension; Jacki Batista, University of Illinois Extension; 
Margaret Larson, University of Illinois Extension; Katherine Walker, Jo Daviess CVB 
Executive Director; Lisa McCarthy, Tri-County Economic Development Alliance Executive 
Director; Donna Berlage, Jo Daviess County Chief Assessment Officer; Annette McClane, Jo 
Daviess County Farm Bureau; Cory Cassens, Farm Service Agency; Greg Thorne, Stockton; 
Bob Melcher, Veterinarian Stockton; Gary Diedrick, Jo Daviess County Planning Commission 
Member; Ron Lawfer, Farm Bureau, farmer, Stockton; Linda Delvaux, Jo Daviess County 
Building & Zoning Administrator; Melissa Soppe, Jo Daviess County Building & Zoning 
Office Manager 

b) Task for Meeting – Explore ways to effectively promote Agriculture in Jo Daviess County. – 

c) Roundtable discussion and ideas –  
 

Farm Visits 
Can more farms be accessible for tours with the general public to help educate?  It would be 
beneficial but it takes time and may take away from farm responsibilities. 
 
Docents Give Tours 
Perhaps community volunteers could be trained to give the tours rather than have the farmer do 
it.  Farms are lacking in the number of people available to work and reluctant to take time for 
tours. 
 
Need for More Livestock 
Numbers have been decreasing through the years, especially for dairy cows. 
 
Dairy Credibility 
Past Issues of the mega dairy operation and possible location.  Is something actually feasible 
given the history and what happened?  How many animals would be accepted? 
 
Public Education of Farming 
Does the public need better access to the facts? How can we do that? 
 
Website Pages 
Can the CVB do dedicated online pages highlighting what is available and be more 
comprehensive to the industry. 



 

 
Farm Incentives & Tax Breaks 
Discussion on the enterprise zone and what could be available 
 
Farm Abatements 
Discussion on abatements and how long and what actually happens and how it doesn’t affect 
assessment of the farm. 
 
Local Taxes and Infrastructure for Roads 
Role that local taxes pay for local infrastructure.  Farmers appreciate good roads and don’t 
mind paying for them with local taxes.  Good roads allow access to needed supplies and for 
farmers to get their product to market. 
 
Educational Experiences more than a Visit 
Everyone wants the educational experience but it has to be more than seeing a calf and petting a 
cow. 
 
Role of JDCF & Farming 
What is their role with tenant farmers?  Expansion? 
 
Film and Farm Tour 
For the visitor a film with farm focus could be shown and discussed on a Friday and tour 
available on Saturday.  Attractive to families. 
 
Working Farms and Their Role 
Flows back to education.  More things to make people aware. 
Adopt a Board Member 
Farmers could adopt a County Board Member and share their concerns and show a working 
farm and what issues they deal with and how it benefits the community. 
 
Match a Kid with Farm 
Similar process as above and takes time.  But allows increased exposure over time. 
 
Mentor and Transitioning 
As farmers transition into beginning or retiring, a mentoring relationship could develop to help 
younger farmers get a better background and retiring farmers find an individual who may be 
interested in farming the old homestead. 
 
Schools and FFA 
Discussion on elimination of the program at some schools.  Still relevant and of value. 
 
 
 
Farming as a Career 
Ties into above and needs to have a positive image and seen as just as much value as 
manufacturing or corporate jobs. 
 
Tour June 22 
Lawfer dairy farm will have tours and encouraged everyone to come.  They are willing to do 
more if they can. 
 
Disconnect with Farm Neighbors 
The neighbors of farms don’t necessarily understand how farms operate, the issues they face 
and how they respect the land. This is how society has portrayed it. 
 
Farms and Importance to Local Business 
Farmers order supplies locally and feel a commitment to use local whenever possible.  How can 
the word get out? 



 

 
Influence of Society on Farms 
Farm families are smaller and farmers are aging.  There are more attractive jobs in metro areas.  
The world has changed a lot in the last 40 years and the imagination boggles at the changes that 
will be ahead for the next 40 years. 
 
Protect Farms as Farms 
If farms are protected should it be for limited time, 20 years.  Or should it be in perpetuity? 
 
4H 
The organization is very active and under University of Illinois Extension. 
 
Transitions for Farms 
It seems to be a big issue and has multiple concerns.  How can the county assist? 
 
Farms and Consultants TCEDA 
TCEDA has access to consultants to come in for appointments one on one.  Perception could be 
that it is for business, rather than ag business. 
 
Farms as 24/7 Jobs 
It’s not an easy job but done for love of land and love of farming. 
 
Community Support for Farmers 
What can the community provide as support? 
 
Fun Days & Mom Blogs  Farm Bureau 
Farm Bureau efforts have been successful. 
 
Tech Changing Farming 
What used to take two men, can now be done by machine.  Dairy Farms are milked by hand or 
totally done by robotics.  It is a different world. 
 
Future of Farming 
Population is increasing, always a need for farms. 
 
Highland CC and their  Role in Ag Education 
New ag efforts from Highland could do well for the area. Reintroduce Annie’s Project 
 
USDA & Veterans as Farmers 
There are programs for veterans to become farmers.   TCEDA can assist with connections. 
 
Farm Corp can = a Family Form 
Just because Corporation is in the name, doesn’t mean it is.  It can be a corporation and still be 
a family farm. 
 
New Residents Package - What Moving to the Country Means – Code of Country Living  
New residents don’t understand the sounds and smells of moving to the country. 
 
0% Loans – TCEDA 
Programs are accessible through TCEDA that people can get 0% loans and it doesn’t get any 
better than that. 
 
Fence Issues 
Residents are supposed to split fence costs with farmers 50/50.  Many residents don’t and some 
refuse. 
 
Conservation 
What do we do moving forward 



 

 
Kane County & Farmland Preservation 
Kane has a program and enjoys some success, may be a model 
 
Food Processing Locations 
Because of ag, future processing plants may be attracted to the area because of a concentration 
of farms 
 
Ag Suppliers 
Similar to food processing plants, we may be able to attract future suppliers based on a 
concentration of farms 
 
30 and 40 Year Olds Coming Back to the Farm 
Message that many middle aged are evaluating their life and seeking a change, or because of 
circumstances are returning to rural life 

d) Summary/Homework – Where do we go from here? –  

Discussion among committee members whether to move forward with the information. 
Merri Berlage made a motion to promote all agriculture. Seconded by Ron Smith. 

The motion carried by voice vote: Ayes- Steve Rutz, Robert Heuerman, John 
O’Boyle, RJ Winkelhake, Ron Smith, Rick Dittmar, Merri Berlage. Ayes: 6. Nays: 0.  

 

5. Citizens’ Comments -- None 

6. Board Member Concerns – None  

The next Development & Planning Committee meeting will be Tuesday, February 23, 2016, at 
7:00 p.m. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m. following a motion made by John O’Boyle and seconded by Robert 
Heuerman, motion carried.          
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