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COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

COMMITTEE: Social and Environmental Committee   
CHAIRPERSON: Brandon Behlke 
DATE/TIME: December 17, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 PRESENT: 
  Brandon Behlke     Dan Hughes 
  Bill Bingham     Ron Smith     
  Steve McIntyre     Martin Werner 
  Robert Heuerman 
   

A quorum was established. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Matt Calvert, Kathy Gabel, Elizabeth Kane, Rich Machala and Dan Reimer 

1. Minutes Approval 

a) Steve McIntyre made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 19, 2015. 
Seconded by Martin Werner and motion passed. 

2. Citizens’ Comments:  Jeannie Norman discussed land application of septage and the Sproule site.  She is 
asking the approval of the new proposed ordinance as a start, then to ban land application of 
septage. Ron Norman spoke regarding staff concerns needed to enforce the new ordinance.    

3. Unfinished Business 

a) FY2014/FY2015 Strategic Goals & Plans – Brandon Behlke discussed that the main goal 
remaining on the Committee Strategic goal list is the completion of the Jo Daviess County 
Transit Building. 

b) Update on JDC Transit Building Addition Project – Jo Daviess County Transit Director, 
Kathy Gabel reviewed a set of construction pictures of the Transit Building with the 
Committee.  The new cement floor was poured on Tuesday, December 15th.  The deadline for 
the furniture bids for the Transit building was December 16th. Five bids were received. The 
low bid was from SBM of Sterling, IL. Dan Reimer discussed that because the bid was under 
$10,000 it does not require Committee approval.  The bid was awarded this afternoon to SBM 
of Sterling, IL.  The contract was sent to the State’s Attorney for his review. 

4. New Business       

a) Discussion and possible action on an Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of Jo 
Daviess County, Illinois, Title 5 Public Health & Safety, Chapter 8 Private Sewage Disposal 
Systems, Regarding Disposal of Domestic Septage. –Director of Environmental Health, Matt 
Calvert handed out an amended ordinance approved by the Board of Health regarding 
disposal of domestic septage. Calvert discussed that possible issues with disposal of domestic 
septage were brought to the attention of the Health Department in April. Calvert reviewed US 
EPA 503 rule which is referenced in the Illinois private sewage disposal code. The rule 
discusses best practices.  The amended ordinance takes out some of the gray areas and spells 
out the requirements so it is well understood and promotes the use of the best practices. 
Calvert reviewed the ordinance with the committee.  Steve McIntyre asked how many 
operators there are in the County.  Calvert replied that there are two.  McIntyre commented 
that he is concerned about the no winter time application.  Calvert added one contractor 
bought two tanks to be used as holding tanks during the winter months or they can take the 
septage to Dubuque.  Several County sewage treatment facilities including the City of Galena 
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will not accept septic tank septage. East Dubuque has said no as well because they have the 
same treatment operator as Galena.  Contractors who do not do land applying take their 
septage to Dubuque, Cuba City, Platteville, or Freeport depending where they are located in 
relation to the nearest facility.  There is currently no treatment plant in the County that will 
accept it.  Merri Berlage asked about a slurry store system.  Calvert discussed that a slurry 
store falls under EPA rule.  If it is something that is above ground and moveable then it does 
not fall under EPA rules.  If it is in a fixed location such as a slurry store, then it falls under 
EPA. McIntyre questioned some of the setback limits.  Steve McIntyre made a motion to 
approve an Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 
Title 5 Public Health & Safety, Chapter 8 Private Sewage Disposal Systems, Regarding 
Disposal of Domestic Septage. The motion was seconded by Robert Heuerman. Motion 
passed.  

5. Staff Reports  

 
a) Jo Daviess Transit – Rich Machala and Kathy Gabel discussed the November trip records 

report.  Kathy Gabel reported that three new part time drivers successfully completed 
background checks, pre-employment drug screenings and FTA physicals. Two drivers have 
started training sessions December 14, 2015.    
 

b) Jo Daviess County PCOM – Rich Machala discussed because the State of Illinois has not 
passed a FY2016 Budget, IDOT called to ask to submit Advance DOAP Payment 
Requisitions for both the State’s Second Quarter (September – December) and Third Quarter 
(January – March). IDOT indicated that if these requisitions were processed before the end of 
December 2015 the State may be obligated to pay them. On December 4th, Rich submitted a 
Second Quarter Advance DOAP Requisition in the amount of $77,934.49 and a Third Quarter 
Advance DOAP Requisition in the amount of $182,500.  An Advance Requisition estimates 
the amount of projected State DOAP funding needed for a Quarter. Once the quarter is 
completed, a second Requisition is submitted with the actual amounts of DOAP 
reimbursements. Based on actual amounts, Jo Daviess County can either requisition more 
funds, if the advance was underestimated, or apply over paid advance funds to the following 
quarter.   
 

c) Public Health – Elizabeth Kane reported that they are working on the Jo Daviess County 
Municipalities dog contracts, Dubuque Regional Humane Society contract, and the Rabies 
Administrator agreement which has to be with a licensed veterinarian.   Kane also discussed 
new animal control software which will assist in collecting more revenue for Animal Control.  

 
d) Mental Health Board – Brandon Behlke reported that the Mental Health Board has just 

wrapped up FY2015 and are entering FY2016.  They have finalized a final payment to one of 
their providers who has been unresponsive to them.  As a result they have put together new 
contracts with the aid of the State’s Attorney.  New contracts have been prepared and sent out 
by the Mental Health Board for FY2016.  Several of the agencies who receive grants from the 
Mental Health Board are feeling the State budget impasse and the cuts at the state level.   
 

e) Other Boards – Nothing to report at this time. 
 
6. Citizens’ Comments  --  None  

 
7. Board Member Concerns – Dan Reimer reported that Angie Kaiser received a letter from IDOT that 

confirmed and approved change orders #2 and #3 for the Transit Building Addition project. The 
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total cost of the project is $905,000.00 with the change orders. The capital grant total  
approximately $890,000.00.   

 
Motion to adjourn was made at 8:20 pm by Steve McIntyre, seconded by Robert Heuerman and 
motion passed. 
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