County of Jo Daviess

John D. Hay, State’s Attorney
Dan T. Gilbert, Deputy State’s Attorney

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Jo Daviess County State’s Attorney, John D. Hay would like to inform the
public of the following information. A grand jury in Jo Daviess County,
Illinois returned a bill of indictment on May 20, 2016, charging James J.
Peters of Galena, lllinois with Involuntary Manslaughter (Class 3 Felony)
and two counts of Aggravated Battery, (each count is a Class 3 Felony).
These charges stem from an incident which is alleged to have occurred on
May 3, 2016 at Murphy’s USA, 10000 Bartell Boulevard, Galena, Il. This
incident was investigated by the Galena Police Department.

State’s Attorney Hay would like to remind the public the criminal charges
filed against Mr. Peters are merely accusations and allegations, and are not
evidence of guilt. The defendant is presumed innocent until and unless
proven guilty in a court of law. The defendant is entitled to a fair trial at
which the government has the burden of proving guilt beyond a reasonable
doubt.



