
 

ATTACHMENT C: PUBLIC INPUT 
PLAN PROCESS 
The Jo Daviess County Greenways & Trails Plan was completed during a 12-month process 
extending from March 2008 – February 2009.  During this time, the Jo Daviess County Greenways & 
Trails Committee held monthly Committee meetings; updated and expanded the greenways and 
existing facilities inventories; created and processed a Greenways & Trails Planning Survey; 
developed implementation goals, objectives, and activities; created new maps; held several public 
involvement meetings; and identified and prioritized greenways and trails projects for the County.   
 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
Without the involvement of the community, a plan will not often realize its full implementation 
potential.  When residents have a vested interest in a project or idea, realization of goals can come 
more quickly and with more benefits to the residents than if they had not been involved.  Likewise, 
the exchange of knowledge and ideas between residents and local government agencies can greatly 
enhance the outcome of a plan and its products.  For these reasons, the Jo Daviess County Greenways 
& Trails Committee sought the early and active participation of residents during the planning process.  
The Committee conducted thirty-one (31) introductory meetings prior to the Public Work Sessions.  
The introductory meetings introduced the local government bodies to the project, described how the 
project would commence, and then asked for local input and assistance for the project.  The 
Committee members went on to utilize the following methods to further involve the public in its 
planning efforts:  Planning Survey, Information Sharing, and Public Work Sessions. 
 
Planning Survey 
The Jo Daviess County Greenways & Trails Committee created a 25-question survey that was mailed 
to a random sample of 1,000 Jo Daviess County residents in June 2008.  Surveys were also available 
to fill out and submit online at www.jodaviess.org/greenwaysandtrails as well as available at each 
Public Work Session. The planning survey asked questions pertaining to greenways, conservation 
and preservation, walking and biking habits, trail usage, and the funding and implementation of 
greenways and trails projects.  There was an overall response rate of 30.96%.  Survey respondents 
were provided with an open-ended comment opportunity at the end of the survey.  These comments 
were given to the Greenways and Trails Committee members for consideration and will be integrated 
as appropriate into implementation measures.   
 
Information Sharing 
The Jo Daviess County Greenways & Trails Committee has made every effort to provide information 
to the public regarding this project.  Several notices regarding Greenways & Trails Plan activities 
were published in the local newspapers and posted online.  All draft and final Greenways and Trails 
related documents were available for review online at www.jodaviess.org/greenwaysandtrails, 
including previous versions of plans and maps.  In addition, the draft and final Jo Daviess County 
Greenways & Trails Plan was presented to the Jo Daviess County Zoning Department, the 
Development & Planning Committee, and the full County Board.     
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Public Work Sessions 
The Jo Daviess County Greenways & Trails Committee held five (5) Public Work Sessions during 
the planning process.  Advertisements were placed in local newspapers, invitations were sent out to 
local government representatives, and the Work Session dates were also posted online.  Please find 
below the schedule for the Public Work Sessions: 
 

 Session #1:  June 9, 2008 – East Dubuque High School 
 Session #2:  June 16, 2008 – Stockton High School 
 Session #3:  June 18, 2008 – Scales Mound Town Hall 
 Session #4:  June 25, 2008 – Galena Middle School 
 Session #5:  June 30, 2008 – HCC West Campus, Elizabeth 

 
At the Work Sessions, the attendees were given a full background of the Greenways & Trails Plan.  
The attendees were then presented with very broad goals and objectives for the Plan developed by the 
Committee.  The attendees were asked to make any additions to the list of goals and objectives. The 
next component of the Work Session was to have the attendees identify specific projects ideas. The 
projects could be either County-wide or community specific.  Once all projects were identified, the 
final component of the Work Session was to have the attendees prioritize each of the following:  
Goals, Objectives, and Specific Project Ideas.  The attendee’s identified their priorities by placing 
dots by the goals, objectives, and specific project ideas that they deemed important. 
 
The outcomes from the Work Sessions were as follows: 
 
Greenways Goals & Objectives: 

1. Identify significant natural and scenic areas, as well as sensitive environmental corridors, that 
should be protected from inappropriate development.  43 Dots Received 
 

2. Identify high-quality examples of habitat communities (e.g. streams, forests, prairie, wetlands, 
floodplains, riparian areas) and promote restoration & management of these habitats. 33 Dots 
Received 
 

3. Develop ways to educate the public and private land owners about the availability, value and 
management of these areas.  26 Dots Received 

 
4. Determine the recreational benefits of each area, the population served, and the perceived 

need for more or less of any given type of greenspace.  18 Dots Received 
 
5. Create guidelines to prioritize, develop and protect areas. 13 Dots Received 
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Trails Goals & Objectives: 
1. Identify a network of pathway corridors connecting natural, historic, and recreational areas 

with communities.  33 Dots Received 
 
2. Support development of Grand Illinois Trail and Mississippi River Trail.   

27 Dots Received 
 

3. Identify and map scenic routes through the county.  25 Dots Received 
 

4. Create trails along existing major routes (e.g. Route 20, Stagecoach Trail)   
21 Dots Received 

 
5. Providing routes for alternative transportation methods (employments, commercial, and 

schools).  **Added in East Dubuque** 15 Dots Received 
 

6. Determine the recreational benefits of each area, the population served, and the perceived 
need for more or less of any given type of trail.  14 Dots Received 
 

7. When construction/rehabilitation of roadways occurs, research feasibility to add trails, etc. 
along the roadside.  **Added in Elizabeth**  7 Dots Received 

 
8. Develop Ways to educate the public and private landowners about the availability, value, and 

management of these areas.  **Added in Galena**  2 Dots Received 
 

SPECIFIC PROJECTS: 
 
WORK SESSION #1 – EAST DUBUQUE 

1. Frentress Lake Road to Route 20, Frontage, and Badger  [12 dots received] 
 

2. School Connecting Trail (along north border of Lacoma Golf Course, possibly feed from 
Cherry Street Trail or Badger Ridge Subdivision)  [9 dots received] 
 

3. Mississippi River Trail – Galena to East Dubuque  [6 dots received] 
 

4. U.S. 20 Redevelopment Trail (bridge project, etc.)  [4 dots received] 
 

5. Badger Road paved shoulder  [3 dots received] 
 

6. Cherry Street Trail (to St. Mary Drive to 35)  [2 dots received] 
 
7. Highway 35  [2 dots received] 

 
8. Frentress Lake Redevelopment Recreational Trail  [2 dots received] 

 
9. Levee Trail  [1 dot received] 
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10. Old High Bridge Lookout  [1 dots received] 

 
11. Jail Hill to Gramercy Park  [No dots received] 

 
12. Shore Acres River Trail  [No dots received] 

 
13. River front near Boat Ramp  [No dots received] 

 
14. “Old” Route 20 Trail [No dots received] 

 
 

 
WORK SESSION #2 – STOCKTON  

1. Create a loop trail around the Village of Stockton (emphasize Safe Routes to School)  
      [9 dots received] 
 
2. Utilize abandoned railroad corridor for a trail (through Stockton to connect to Ward’s Grove)  

[8 dots received] 
 

3. Rush Creek Trail  [6 dots received] 
 

4. Wards Grove Trails  [3 dots received] 
 
5. Create a connector loop trail to the Grand Illinois Trail  [2 dots received] 

 
6. Driving Trail (Peoria to Galena, to be marked this year)  [2 dots received] 

 
7. Snowmobile Trail from Elizabeth/Hanover to Galena  [No dots received] 

 
8. Willow Road  [No dots received] 

 
9. Natural Habitat/Wildlife Trail [No dots received] 

 
 

 
WORK SESSION #3 – SCALES MOUND  

1. Comprehensive Initial & Long-Term Financial/Maintenance Plan for Projects   
      [13 dots received] 
 
2. Loop Trail Connecting All Communities  [10 dots received] 

 
3. Designated County-wide Bike Trail  [8 dots received] 
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4. Waterway Trails  [7 dots received] 
 

5. Fall Color Trail/Tour  [6 dots received] 
 

6. Education/Communication for Public Access and ADA Accessibility  [6 dots received] 
 

7. Scales Mound Community Trail  [5 dots received] 
 
8. Designated Trails for small electric/hybrid, etc. vehicles  [4 dots received] 

 
9. Open Longhollow Lookout Tower  [4 dots received] 

 
10. Galena to Scales Mound Trail (include Charles Mound)  [2 dots received] 

 
11. Amtrak Trail (alternative transportation)  [No dots received] 

 
12. Motorized Vehicle Trail (ATV, snowmobile)  [No dots received] 

 
 
WORK SESSION #4 – GALENA 

1. Re-Open South River Road, south of Chestnut  [7 dots received] 
 

2. Signed Waterway Trails  [4 dots received] 
 
3. Canoe Launch on Buehler Preserve  [3 dots received] 
 
4. Paved Bike Trail from the North End of Galena to the “Y” where Highway 20 and 84 connect  

[2 dots received] 
 

5. Evaluating Need for Streambank Stabilization  [1 dot received] 
 
6. User Information Guides  [1 dot received] 

 
7. Track Economic Impact of Greenways & Trails [No dots received] 

 
 
WORK SESSION #5 – ELIZABETH 

1. Savanna Army Depot – Improving Public Access [10 dots received] 
 

2. Waterway Trail from Hanover to Elizabeth to the Mississippi River  [8 dots received] 
 

3. Connectivity of Existing Trails  [5 dots received] 
 

4. Trails/Nature Trails Through DNR Land  [5 dots received] 
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5. Trail to/from the Apple River Fort  [2 dots received] 
 

6. Improving Community Parks (Existing or New)  [2 dots received] 
 

7. Identifying the Apple River as an important area [2 dots received] 
 

8. Waterway Trails  [No dots received] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- 75 - 



JO DAVIESS COUNTY GREENWAYS & TRAILS  
(For More information go to www.jodaviess.org/greenwaysandtrails) 

 
 

Just a Few Minutes of Your Time Will Help Shape the Future of Jo Daviess 
County’s Greenways & Trails Program and Will Help Better Connect People 

to Trails and Trails to Communities! 
 

Dear Jo Daviess County Resident: 
 
Your response to the enclosed survey is extremely important: 
The Jo Daviess County Greenways & Trails Committee is conducting this Planning Survey to 
identify and establish priorities for both the existing and future development of greenways and 
trails within Jo Daviess County.  Your household was one of a limited number chosen at 
random to receive this survey, thus, it is extremely important that you participate. 
 
The Jo Daviess County Greenways & Trails Committee appreciates your time: 
We realize that this survey will take about 10 minutes to complete, but each question is 
important.  The time that you invest in completing this survey will help the Greenways & Trails 
Committee take a resident-driven approach to decisions about the future of greenways and trails 
that will provide the opportunity to better connect people to trails and trails to communities! 
 
Please complete and return your survey by June 30, 2008: 
We have selected Fehr-Graham & Associates as our partner to administer this survey.  They will 
compile the data received and present the results to us upon completion.  Your feedback is 
confidential.  Please return your completed survey in the enclosed postage-paid envelope 
addressed to Fehr-Graham & Associates, 221 E. Main Street, Freeport, Illinois 61032. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Bridgette Stocks of Fehr-Graham & 
Associates at (815) 235-7643.  Again, your feedback is extremely important to us and your 
responses will be used to develop strategies for serving you and your family more effectively in 
the future! 
 
Thank you for your time! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
The Jo Daviess County Greenways & Trails Committee 
 
 Beth Baranski, Chair      Steve McIntyre 
 Julie Bruser       John Schultz 
 Christine Larson      Denise Sheehan 
 Ronald Lee Lawfer      Daryl Watson 
 Rich Mattas 
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JO DAVIESS COUNTY GREENWAYS & TRAILS PLANNING SURVEY 

(For More information go to www.jodaviess.org/greenwaysandtrails) 
 
 
1. To help us compile data by region, please provide your zip code:.    
 
2.  Should the rural character and lifestyle of Jo Daviess County be maintained?   ___Yes ___No 
 
3.  Should scenic areas in Jo Daviess County be identified and preserved?  ___Yes  ___No 
 
Greenways are corridors of open space designated for conservation and recreation purposes.  Greenways often 
follow natural land or water features.  They usually link together natural areas, parks, historic sites, and cultural 
features such as farmland.  Greenways are usually a combination of privately and publicly owned land.  They 
may or may not entail public access.  Some greenways include trails, while others do not.  Some appeal to 
people, while others attract wildlife, and some appeal to both.  

The next 7 questions apply specifically to greenways: 
 
4.  Please mark the existing public Parks/Preserves located in Jo Daviess County that you or any member     
     of your household have used in the past 12 months: 
 
_____Community Park(s)   _____Ferry Landing   _____Winston Tunnel 
 
_____Witowsky State Wildlife Area  _____Wards Grove   _____Buehler Preserve 
 
_____Apple River Canyon State Park  _____Shurmeier Forest  _____Casper Bluff 
 
_____Blanding Landing    _____Hanover Bluff   _____Tapley Woods 
 
_____Long Hollow Scenic Overlook  _____Falling Down Prairie  _____Lost Mound Unit 
 
 
5.  How would you rate your level of satisfaction with existing Parks/Preserves in Jo Daviess County?  
 
___Very Satisfied  ___Satisfied  ___Neutral ___Unsatisfied ___Very Unsatisfied 
 
6.  What would make you more satisfied? ________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
7. Should the county identify areas of high ecological sensitivity, for instance, land along waterways or   
    high ridge tops, that should be designated as “greenways” and preserved?         ___Yes      ___No 
 
 
8. Should scenic views be protected by designating certain areas as “greenways” and guiding   
    development so that it doesn’t block the views?    ___Yes  ___No 
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9.  Should developers be required to set aside land in their developments for greenways? 
 ____Yes, Strongly Agree  ____Yes, Agree   ____Neutral 
 ____No, Disagree   ____No, Strongly Disagree  ____Don’t Know 
 
10. Building residential developments next to agricultural land sometimes causes problems when, for    
    instance, homeowners object to typical farm sounds and smells. Should the county consider requiring  
    developers to set aside greenways that would buffer two distinctly different land uses? 
     ___Yes  ___No 
 
Trails are linear pathways for people.  They can have a wide variety of surfaces, and may be designated for 
specific uses (e.g. snowmobiling, biking/hiking, horseback riding, cross-country skiing).  Trails can be located 
within or outside of greenway areas.  

The next 7 questions relate specifically to trails: 
 
11.  Please mark the existing trails located in Jo Daviess County that you or any member of your  
       household have used in the past 12 months: 
 
_____ Galena River Trail   _____ Mississipi River Trail 
 
_____ Grand Illinois Trail   _____ Shenandoah Riding Center Trails 
 
_____ Snowmobile Trails   _____ Other:________________________ 
 
12.  What is the MOST IMPORTANT reason you and/or members of your household utilize Jo Daviess  
     County trails? 
_____To enjoy nature        _____Reduce stress  _____Health Benefits 
_____Travel to Another Location      _____Recreational Use  _____Family time 
 
 
13.  How would you rate your satisfaction level with existing Jo Daviess County trails? 
___Very Satisfied  ___Satisfied  ___Neutral ___Unsatisfied ___Very Unsatisfied 
 
 
14.  What would make you more satisfied?__________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
15.  Do you go out of the County to utilize trail services?   
  _____Yes _____No 
 
       If yes, where do you go and what kind of trails do you use?__________________________________ 
 
       _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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16. In your opinion, which of the following, if any, should Jo Daviess County have more of?   
_____Hiking/biking   _____On road bicycle lanes   _____Mountain bike trails 
_____Equestrian trails  _____ All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) trails _____Paved trails   
_____Water/canoe trails  _____Wildlife Observation Trails  _____Nature Trails   
_____Other:_______________________________ 
 
17.  Should developers be required to build trails for public use as part of their developments? 
 ____Yes, Strongly Agree  ____Yes, Agree   ____Neutral 
 ____No, Disagree   ____No, Strongly Disagree  ____Don’t Know 
 
18. Do you think that Greenways and Trails are important for Jo Daviess County? 
 ____Yes, Strongly Agree  ____Yes, Agree   ____Neutral 
 ____No, Disagree   ____No, Strongly Disagree  ____Don’t Know 
 
19. Some greenways and trails have support facilities/amenities available to users.  In your opinion, 
which of the following support facilities/amenities should be made available at Jo Daviess County 
Greenways and Trails? 
  Drinking Water 
  Developed Campgrounds 
  Trash Cans 
  Picnic Facilities 
  Canoe Launches 
  Trail Signs 
  Group Camping 
 ______ Rest Rooms 
  Other:________________________ 
 
20. If funding was allocated to a Jo Daviess County Greenways & Trails program, how should the funds 
be spent?  Indicated your top 3 choices using a 1 – 3 scale where 1 is most important. 
 
  Developing new greenways in communities 
 ______Developing new trails in communities 
  Acquiring land for public use of trails 
  Developing new trails in rural areas 
  Developing separate trails for different trail user groups 
  Completing connecting trails within communities 
  Maintaining existing greenways or trails 
  Acquiring abandoned railroad corridors 
  Other:_________________________ 
 
21.  The rural character and scenic beauty of Jo Daviess County are closely linked to the large areas of  
       open space.  Who should be responsible for preserving open space? 
 
  Federal/State Government   Not-for-Profit Organizations 
  Local Government    Individual Property Owners 
 ______Public/private partnerships 
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22. Please indicate the number of people in your household in each age category: 
 
 ____under 18    ____18-24 ____25-44 ____45-64 ____65 years and over  
 
 
23. Are you:     A full-time resident    A part-time resident 
 
 
24. Please list specific greenway and/or trail projects that you would like to see developed:  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
25. Please feel free to add any additional comments:__________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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JO DAVIESS COUNTY GREENWAYS & TRAILS 

PLANNING SURVEY RESULTS 
 

Total Number of Surveys Returned = 322 
 1,000 Surveys Mailed 
 40 Additional Surveys Completed (Work Sessions, Online, Green Fair) 
 30.96% Response Rate 

 
Breakdown of Surveys Returned: 

 22.67% (73) - Council Hill, Scales Mound, Guilford, Apple River, and Thompson Townships  
 19.56% (63) - Vinegar Hill, Rawlins, West Galena, Galena, and East Galena Townships  
 15.84% (51) - Rice, Hanover, Elizabeth, Woodbine, and Derinda Townships  
 15.22% (49) - Dunleith and Menominee Townships  
 14.29% (46) - Warren, Rush, Nora, Stockton, Pleasant Valley, Wards Grove, and Berreman Townships  
 12.42% (40) - Surveys Returned Via Work Sessions, Online, or Green Fair   

 
Zip Codes Identified on Returned Surveys: 

 61036 - 36.65%  (118)  Galena 
 61025 - 15.22%    (49)  East Dubuque 
 61028 - 13.04%    (42)  Elizabeth 
 61001 - 9.63%      (31)  Apple River 
 61085 - 8.70%      (28)  Stockton  
 61087 - 5.90%      (19)  Warren 
 61041 - 4.35%      (14)  Hanover 
 61075 - 3.10%      (10)  Scales Mound 
 61022 - 0.31%        (1)  Unknown (?) 
 61032 - 0.31%        (1)  Freeport 
 61044 - 0.31%        (1)  Kent 
 61059 - 0.31%        (1)  Nora 
 52101 - 0.31%        (1)  Decorah, Iowa 
 None – 1.86%         (6) 

 
Question #2:  Should the rural character and lifestyle of Jo Daviess County be maintained? 

 Yes – 90.99% (293) 
 No - 3.73% (12) 
 No Response – 5.28% (17) 

 
Question #3:  Should scenic areas in Jo Daviess County be identified and preserved? 

 Yes – 90.06% (290) 
 No – 3.42% (11) 
 No Response – 6.52% (21) 
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Question #4:  Please mark the existing public Parks/Preserves located in Jo Daviess County that you or 
any member of your household have used in the past 12 months: 

 Community Park(s)    (211) 
 Apple River Canyon State Park  (139) 
 Tapley Woods     (85) 
 Ferry Landing     (78) 
 Blanding Landing    (73) 
 Long Hollow Scenic Overlook  (47) 
 Shurmeier Forest    (33) 
 Witowsky State Wildlife Area  (31) 
 Hanover Bluff     (27) 
 Lost Mound Unit    (26) 
 Winston Tunnel    (20) 
 Casper Bluff     (17) 
 Falling Down Prairie    (16) 
 Wards Grove     (15) 
 Buehler Preserve    (12) 

 
Question #5:  How would you rate your level of satisfaction with existing Parks/Preserves in Jo Daviess 
County? 

 Very Satisfied  14.28%  (46) 
 Satisfied  47.83% (154) 
 Neutral  24.84% (80) 
 Unsatisfied  4.04%  (13) 
 Very Unsatisfied 0.00%  (0) 
 No Response  9.01%  (29) 

 
Question #6:  What would make you more satisfied? 

 Please see “Written Responses”  
 
Question #7:  Should the County identify areas of high ecological sensitivity, for instance, land along 
waterways or high ridge tops, that should be designated as “greenways” and preserved? 

 Yes – 79.50% (256) 
 No – 15.84% (51) 
 No Response – 4.66% (15) 

 
Question #8:  Should scenic views be protected by designating certain areas as “greenways” and guiding 
development so that it doesn’t block the views? 

 Yes – 81.37% (262) 
 No – 14.91% (48) 
 No Response – 3.72% (12) 
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Question #9:  Should developers be required to set aside land in their developments for greenways? 

 Yes, Strongly Agree – 47.82% (154) 
 Yes, Agree – 24.84% (80) 
 Neutral – 12.11% (39) 
 Disagree – 3.73% (12) 
 Strongly Disagree – 4.04% (13) 
 Don’t Know – 4.66% (15) 
 No Response – 2.80% (9) 

 
Question #10:  Building residential developments next to agricultural land sometimes causes problems 
when, for instance, homeowners object to typical farm sounds and smells.  Should the County consider 
requiring developers to set aside greenways that would buffer two distinctly different land uses? 

 Yes – 69.25% (223) 
 No – 25.78% (83) 
 No Response – 4.97% (16) 

 
Question #11:  Please mark the existing trails located in Jo Daviess County that you or any member of 
your household have used in the past 12 months: 

 Galena River Trail   42.55%  (137)  
 Shenandoah Riding Center Trails 14.91% (48) 
 Mississippi River Trail  13.35% (43) 
 Snowmobile Trails   9.01%  (29) 
 Other     6.52%  (21) **Please See “Written Responses” 
 Grand Illinois Trail   5.28%   (17) 

 
Question #12:  What is the MOST IMPORTANT reason you and/or members of your household utilize 
Jo Daviess County Trails? 

 To Enjoy Nature    (167) 
 Recreational Use     (88) 
 Health Benefits    (82) 
 Family Time     (63) 
 Reduce Stress     (45) 
 Travel to Another Location    (17) 

 
Question #13:  How would you rate your satisfaction level with existing Jo Daviess County Trails? 

 Very Satisfied  9.32%  (30) 
 Satisfied  33.23% (107)  
 Neutral  27.02% (87) 
 Unsatisfied  7.45%  (24) 
 Very Unsatisfied 0.93%  (3) 
 No Response  22.05% (71) 

 
Question #14:  What would make you more satisfied? 

 Please See “Written Responses” 
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Question #15:  Do you go out of the County to utilize trail services? 

 Yes – 36.65% (118) 
 No – 55.59% (179) 
 No Response – 7.76% (25) 

 
If yes, where do you go? 

 Please See “Written Responses” 
 
Question #16:  In your opinion, which of the following, if any, should Jo Daviess County have more of? 

 Hiking/Biking     (143) 
 Nature Trails     (142) 
 Wildlife Observation Trails   (112) 
 Water/Canoe Trails    (83) 
 On-Road Bicycle Lanes   (77) 
 Paved Trails     (75) 
 All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) Trails  (39) 
 Equestrian Trails    (38) 
 Mountain Bike Trails    (30) 
 Other      (15) 

 
Question #17:  Should developers be required to build trails for public use as part of their developments? 

 Yes, Strongly Agree  28.88% (93) 
 Yes, Agree   19.88% (64) 
 Neutral   16.77% (54) 
 No, Disagree   12.11% (39) 
 No, Strongly Disagree  6.83%  (22) 
 Don’t Know   5.59%  (18) 
 No Response   9.94%  (32) 

 
Question #18:  Do you think that Greenways & Trails are important for Jo Daviess County? 

 Yes, Strongly Agree  48.14% (155) 
 Yes, Agree   31.06% (100) 
 Neutral   5.28%  (17) 
 No, Disagree   1.86%  (6) 
 No, Strongly Disagree  2.48%  (8) 
 Don’t Know   0.93%  (3) 
 No Response   10.25% (33) 
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Question #19:  Some Greenways and Trails have support facilities/amenities available to users.  In your 
opinion, which of the following support facilities/amenities should be made available at Jo Daviess 
County Greenways & Trails? 

 Trash Cans    (222) 
 Restrooms    (188) 
 Trail Signs    (170) 
 Drinking Water   (165) 
 Picnic Facilities   (110) 
 Canoe Launches     (70) 
 Developed Campgrounds    (36) 
 Group Camping     (22) 
 Other       (16) 

 
Question #20:  If funding was allocated to a Jo Daviess County Greenways & Trails program, how should 
the funds be spent?  Indicate your Top 3 choices using a 1 – 3 scale, where 1 is the most important. 

 Maintaining Existing Greenways or Trails – 164 
o 1 – 91 
o 2 – 48 
o 3 – 25 

 Completing Connecting Trails Within Communities – 118 
o 1 – 42 
o 2 – 49 
o 3 – 27 

 Acquiring Abandoned Railroad Corridors – 118 
o 1 – 37 
o 2 – 37 
o 3 – 44 

 Acquiring Land for Public Use of Trails – 83 
o 1 – 25 
o 2 – 29 
o 3 – 29 

 Developing New Trails in Rural Areas – 76 
o 1 – 17 
o 2 – 27 
o 3 – 32 

 Developing New Trails in Communities – 74 
o 1 – 25 
o 2 – 24 
o 3 – 25 

 Developing New Greenways in Communities – 68 
o 1 – 21 
o 2 – 27 
o 3 – 20 
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 Developing Separate Trails for Different Trail User Groups – 49 

o 1 – 13 
o 2 – 15 
o 3 – 21 

 Other 
o Please see “Written Responses” 

 
Question #21:  The rural character and scenic beauty of Jo Daviess County are closely linked to the large 
areas of open space.  Who should be responsible for preserving open space? 

 Local Government   35.40% (114) 
 Public/Private Partnerships  32.61% (105) 
 Federal/State Government  25.25%   (81) 
 Individual Property Owners  24.84%   (80) 
 Not-for-Profit Organizations  16.77%   (54) 

 
Question #22:  Please indicate the number of people in your household in each category: 

 <18 - 156  (18.57%)  
 18-24 -   72    (8.57%)  
 25-44 - 148  (17.62%) 
 45-64 - 307  (36.55%) 
 >65 - 157  (18.69%) 

 
Question #23:  Are you a: 

 Full-Time Resident 93.79%  (302) 
 Part-Time Resident   4.04%      (13)  
 No Response    2.17%        (7) 

 
Question #24:  Please list specific greenway and/or trail projects that you would like to see developed: 

 Please see “Written Responses” 
 
Question #25:  Please feel free to add any additional comments: 

 Please see “Written Responses” 
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#6:  WHAT WOULD MAKE YOU MORE SATISFIED WITH 
EXISTING PARKS/PRESERVES IN JO DAVIESS COUNTY? 
MAINTENANCE RESPONSES 

 Better Maintenance  
 Cleaner 
 Better Maintenance - was unable to use some areas this past winter because parking areas 

were not plowed. 
 Fewer - more kept up ones 
 More user friendly 
 I think swings and playground equipment should be restored to Apple River Canyon 

State Park 
 Need to mow the grass more. Easier access to entrances. Need more lakes in Jo Daviess 

County with the use of boats to fish on. 
 Clean-up areas. Pave road to Blanding. Improve facilities at Ferry Landing 
 Keep maintaining them 
 Galena Community Park is excellent - State areas not maintained well. Amenities limited 
 Maintain what we have. We can't afford upgrades in this economy. Taxes are too high 

now. 
 Clean-up areas. Pave road to Blanding. Improve facilities at Ferry Landing 
 Keep maintaining them 
 Galena Community Park is excellent - State areas not maintained well. Amenities limited 
 Maintain what we have. We can't afford upgrades in this economy. Taxes are too high 

now. 
 Continue to maintain the parks 
 To see more up keep and more things for kids to do 
 Increased maintenance 
 Better access & info 
 Increase in maintenance/access 
 Updated facilities and playgrounds for the children 
 More weed control at Wards Grove 
 Nothing - we're doing just fine 
 Maintain well what we have 
 I am very satisfied. We have a wonderful thing going. It's exciting to learn that research 

has been done to ID on road bike trails. 
 Seeing that local and state governments preserve what we have and keep the parks open 

to the public 
 Just to keep them existing 
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INCREASED KNOWLEDGE OF SITES 
 Just moved to JD Co 7 months ago. Greatly enjoy what we see; more time will let us get 

to know more areas of the county. 
 I was not aware of most of the locations listed above 
 More publicity regarding these sites (some I've never heard of) in Galena Gazette & 

Territory Times. 
 Are these all open to the public? 
 Our family needs to visit them 
 Haven't used them much to know. 
 We have lived here 22 years and I have heard of 2 of the above mentioned areas. Our 

family (4 kids) have never been to any of these places. My neighbors have never heard of 
these either. 

 I wish I knew about the others. I did not check. I would love to be able to go to these 
places 

 I don't know about half of these. More info on how to find. 
 Maps to show where these parks/preserves are located at what activities each offers 
 I have not been to any of the above parks/preserves, so I have no firsthand knowledge of 

them. 
 More information 
 Where are all these places?  Make a very readable map and distribute to all in JD County. 
 More information to increase awareness and usage 
 Have not recently visited enough parks to make a qualified suggestion 
 Better interpretation, connect close open space areas, if possible 

 
WE NEED MORE OF……. 

 Connecting, trails/contiguous areas  
 Always add more 
 More paved walking trails for older people and more kids play areas 
 Allow hunting in more areas especially Wards Grove to reduce environmental damages 

caused by deer and other animals. 
 Bike Trails 
 Expansion of present areas. Addition of more trail focused Greenways - use of Great 

West RR. 
 Protection of scenic views and natural features 
 More preserved natural areas that are restored 
 Expand upon existing above areas to protect longer tracts> 
 More parks and preserves 
 Just not enough time to use them 
 More time to visit them. 
 Child friendly areas.  More closely patrolled and monitored 
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 More trails & parks 
 Enlarge park areas 
 More areas like these 
 More activities, less restrictions 
 At least some access for horses, particularly the Salem DNR land and Lost Mound 
 More information 
 More preserves 
 Additional trails 
 Would like to have more lakes available for public access for boating and fishing 
 More in East Dubuque area 
 More clearly marked hiking trails and more horseback riding trails 
 A public lake in Jo Daviess County 
 More trails 
 More bike trails, cross country ski areas 
 Would like to see more trails for hiking and/or bicycling in parks. Also believe 

development should not be allowed on high ridges. We need to ensure our beautiful 
scenery is preserved 

 A manmade lake near Galena would be nice. And more info on Illinois Parks 
 More greenways, with or without public access 
 Creation of more preserves for the benefit of wildlife and preservation of scenery 
 More of them 
 Paved trails and more trails 
 Bike Trails 
 Open most to hunting 
 Expanded access to waterways and more extensive bike trails 
 More activities:  the frog walk, nature bike and hike 
 More hiking trails 
 More parks and walking trails available near Galena 
 More bike trails 
 More police monitoring 
 More access 
 More natural areas 
 Something by Elizabeth with trails 
 More hiking/walking/biking trails 
 More parks and paths 
 Connecting trails 
 More of S.A.D. opened 
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 Most are limited on what you have to do, only one thing to do 
 More parks and preserves when was the last county preserve created. Probably the last 

century. 
 Paved bike trails 
 L’d love to open ATV trails not walking trails. Great tourism and tax dollars. Exp. "Black 

River Falls" "Clarke County Trails" in Wisconsin 
 More hunting and fishing ground 

 
OPEN SCENIC OUTLOOK ON HIGHWAY 20 

 Open the scenic tower 
 The re-opening of scenic overlook 
 Repair tower on Hwy 20 between Elizabeth & Galena 
 Open the Long Hollow Scenic Overlook - It was great to take company there 
 Allowed to go into Winston Tunnel.  Allow metal detecting @ARCSP Millville site 
 If the tower was restored so people could go up to see the scenic of JD 
 Scenic Tower reopened 
 Reopen scenic overlook 
 Fixing the lookout tower on Route 20 
 Restore lookout tower on Route 20 
 To reopen scenic outlook 
 Re-opening the Long Hollow Scenic Overlook Tower 
 Re-open Long Hollow tower 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 Reduce the zoning of hunters to increase the safety of residents and tourists 
 To have a JD County Park or Conservation District 
 Some areas are more accommodating for hikers; some with dogs; some with children. 
 Better paying jobs so we can afford to enjoy our county 
 If I used them. I am 84 years old, widowed and live alone on a farm that has abundent 

scenery 
 If there were no preserves in JD County 
 I just moved here within the last year. I would prefer that no mega dairies be in JD 

County 
 Lower real estate taxes 
 Not sure 
 More bobcats 
 Better wheel chair access 
 IL Governor provide more funding - Hanover Bluff not mowed this year 
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 Establishment of a county wide scenic/historic/agricultural preservation and protection 
zones. Legal protection open space 

 Improve usage with better communication 
 County and state should not take on responsibility for any more property than they 

already have 
 An assurance that the policy of Jo Daviess is to preserve & protect 
 Put Gramercy Park on the list 
 No more subdivisions in middle of agricultural land, more trees need to be planted all 

over this county. The natural beauty is why people come here. 
 Better weather conditions 
 A much more responsible county board. They currently have no sensitivity to protect the 

rural character of Jo Daviess County. Greed not ecology is the driver. 
 If mega farms would be outlawed to keep waters and rivers pristine 
 If government would rely on "voluntary" donations of private land only and not use its 

authority or power to dictate its use instead. 
 

#11:  OTHER EXISTING TRAILS THAT HOUSEHOLD 
MEMBERS HAVE VISITED 

 GTA 
 GTA 
 GTA 
 GTA 
 GTA 
 GTA 
 GTA 
 Territory Trail System 
 Shurmeier, Apple River 
 Trails in Shurmeier Forest 
 Apple Canyon Lake 
 Apple River Canyon State Park 
 Trails on my Property 
 Elizabeth – Old RR 
 Stagecoach Trail 
 State Parks, Natural Area, Nature Preserves 
 You need a better map 
 Cross-Country Ski Trails 
 Galena Flood Wall 
 Levee – Galena 

  
 
 

- 91 - 



#14:  WHAT WOULD MAKE YOU MORE SATISFIED 
WITH THE EXISTING TRAILS IN JO DAVIESS COUNTY? 
 
WE NEED MORE OF……. 

 Paved trails 
 More Hiking Trails 
 Add more adjacent to Hwy 20 for pedestrian safety 
 More 
 To have walking trail in the Menominee area 
 More, connecting trails 
 ATV Trails 
 Add more 
 It would be nice to have some ATV trails that could be accessed by the public 
 I appreciate the Galena Bike Path and the Jane Addams Bike Path. I would love 

something like that in the middle of our county. 
 No ATV Trails 
 More of them 
 The Grand Illinois & Mississippi River Trails are not safe for the combined use of motor 

vehicles and bicycles. Need disignated bike trails. 
 More trails 
 Trail for the disability people to enjoy also the beauty of Jo Daviess 
 A River trail with no motor vehicles 
 A bike trail along Stagecoach Trail from Scales Mound to Galena would be great.  It 

would be safer for bikers and drivers alike 
 More trails 
 More ATV Trails 
 More trails - love the WI trails for ATVs 
 Am happy to use as is for intended purupose but would like to see some "protected/safe" 

horse trails - as in Winnebago 
 Expanded trails, maybe one longer one to connect a few short hiking trails 
 More cross country ski trails 
 More trails 
 More established separate bike trails. Trails on rural roads are dangerous 
 More Trails!  Only one short biking trail now exists. 
 Having access to trails in the East Dubuque area 
 Bike Trail 
 ATV Trails, State camping areas, frisbee golf area 
 More equine trails 
 Public Lake 
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 More trails, more access 
 More trails on east side of county 
 More trails near East Dubuque 
 More trails 
 Creation of more trail systems within the county, however, don't allow motorized 

vehicles ont eh trails except for purposes of maintenance 
 Some near our town 
 Some in our immediate local area 
 A bike trail from Galena to Elizabeth to Stockton to Warren to Apple River to Scales 

Mound to Galena 
 I would like to see a trail that connected Elizabeth with Hanover, or possibly to the Army 

Depot 
 Alternate travel routes and pedestrian linkages all over the place and an electric assisted 

bicycle supplier. 
 More Trails 
 We don't have any trails in the East Dubuque area.  A trail for walking/biking to connect 

to Dubuque 
 More 
 Believe opportunities out there improve and expand County trails 
 Restoration of trailways 
 More cool trails for difficult biking…hill, etc. 
 More trails 
 Easy access to towns 
 More parks and trails 
 Having trails that connect to other trails 
 Would love to open ATV Trails connecting East Dubuque, Galena, Menominee, Hazel 

Green, Keiler, and Dickeyville 
 More and longer trails 

 
 
CONNECTIVITY: 

 More, connecting trails 
 More trails connecting destinations for hikers and bicyclers 
 A bike trail along Stagecoach Trail from Scales Mound to Galena would be great.  It 

would be safer for bikers and drivers alike 
 Creation of more trail systems within the county, however, don't allow motorized 

vehicles ont eh trails except for purposes of maintenance 
 Loop trails to get back to beginning or to a destination 
 A bike trail from Galena to Elizabeth to Stockton to Warren to Apple River to Scales 

Mound to Galena 
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 I would like to see a trail that connected Elizabeth with Hanover, or possibly to the Army 
Depot 

 Would love to open ATV Trails connecting East Dubuque, Galena, Menominee, Hazel 
Green, Keiler, and Dickeyville 

 Need more trail connection 
 More connected trails 
 Having trails that connect to other trails 
 We don't have any trails in the East Dubuque area.  A trail for walking/biking to connect 

to Dubuque 
 
MAINTENANCE: 

 Paved trails 
 Better trail maintenance for a variety of people to enjoy - i.e. older, children 
 More maintenance from encroaching trees and trail surface maintenance 
 fencing these trails so the people using them stay on them - or require them to use them 

properly 
 Mark them with signage 
 Better maintenance of existing facilities 
 Change the surface to a blacktop 
 Need more T.L.C. 
 Improve usage 
 Keep them clean 
 Just take care of what we have 
 The trails need to be maintained. Someone in the past broke their arm because the trees 

weren't cut back 
 Blacktop surface - longer trails, widen shoulders for safer bike trails or a special lane 
 Less garbage, less trespassing from trail 
 Signage located along the Grand Illinois and Mississippi River Trails 
 Make them beautiful 
 Pave the bike trail 
 Restoration of trailways 
 Paved trails that are not on a road 

 
INCREASE AWARENESS/KNOWLEDGE OF THESE AREAS: 

 Not familiar enough to answer 
 Just moved- more time will give more ideas 
 Same as question 6 - I'm not familiar with Grand Illinois or Mississippi River Trails, and 

I don't know where snowmobiling trails are. 
 Access to clearly defined maps 
 I don't know enough about them 
 Mark them with signage 
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 More interest along them 
 More time to visit 
 A map you can read w/o a magnifying glass 
 Have not used any 
 More information 
 Better info & access 
 Don't use 
 Don't know 
 No first hand knowledge of the trails 
 I was not awre of these trails 
 Marking them 
 Identify plants and trees with plaques or signs, pictograms identifying length of trail and 

where it leads to 
 I have not used any of the trails 
 More Awareness 
 Signage located along the Grand Illinois and Mississippi River Trails 

 
MISCELLANEOUS: 

 Designated dog areas 
 Nothing - Trail was closed for hunting, that is good for hunters and hikers. We support 

this. 
 Add more adjacent to Hwy 20 for pedestrian safety 
 Quit wasting money on ecology 
 To have them promoted for folks that live here so we can enjoy them. 
 Lower taxes 
 If there were parking at point after the Schuele's home the Galena River trail for xxskiing 

in the winter. Birds poster of what you might see along Galena River Trail 
 Our family needs to use them 
 Don't see a need for them. JD is an ag county. If there could be an exodus of all Chicago 

people from JD County. 
 Jo Daviess County has historically lagged behind, but the last decade significant gains 

have been achieved 
 More rest rooms, drinking fountains 
 To not have a megadairy close by. 
 Less HWY 20 noise 
 Not sure 
 Lower real estate taxes 
 More deer and pheasant 
 Stop killing the deer 
 Public Lake 
 Knowing that more mega dairies and other mega farms won't dot the whole county 
 To have a fundament mind-set for preservation of our precious environment and wildlife 

- 95 - 



#15:  IF YOU GO OUT OF THE COUNTY TO UTILIZE 
TRAILS, WHERE DO YOU GO AND WHAT TYPES OF 

TRAILS DO YOU USE? 
 
WISCONSIN: 

 WI ATV Trails 
 Door County - Hiking & Biking 
 Wisconsin - ATV Trails, Colorado - hunting trails for hiking, ATV, or trucks 
 WI snowmobile trails 
 WI snowmobiling 
 Wisconsin & Iowa both have ATV trails 
 Wisconsin State Parks - hiking 
 WI Bike Trails 
 Snowmobile trails to Wisconsin 
 Gratiot, WI - Trail from Hazel Green to Monroe - 4 wheeling, biking, walking 
 WI - ATV Trails 
 WI, IA - biking & kayaking 
 WI 
 Devils Lake, WI 
 WI - Bike trails 
 in WI 
 Cheese county trail in WI, Darlington, Belmont 
 WI ATV Trails 
 WI 
 WI - Bike Trails 
 Gratiot 
 Wisconsin State Parks and Trails. Heritage Trail - Dubuque 
 WI & IA - Bike trails 
 WI, IL, IA - Bike 
 Monroe Bike Trail 
 Carroll county & WI - off-road biking/hiking/walking 
 WI 
 WI - Walking & Biking 
 I occasionally use the trail between Dodgeville and Madison, the Dubuque bike trail 

along the river on the Northside. I also use the trails in Anchorage AK, and St Paul, MN. 
Great examples of how good a trail system can be. 
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IOWA: 
 Dubuque County, IA, Mississippi River Walk - Mines of Spain Heritage Trails 
 Iowa - 4 places 
 Dubuque - Heritage Trail and Bike Trails 
 Dubuque County (Heritage Trail) 
 Dubuque - Eagle Point Park, Mines of Spain 
 Dubuque - because it is blacktopped so the children can ride their bikes 
 Heritage Trail, Trail on the Levee in Dubuque, Trail in Savanna 
 Heritage Trail, Dubuque 
 Dubuque County 
 Davenport bike trails 
 Dubuque - Heritage Trail and Mines of Spain; Freeport - Jane Addams Trail 
 Elkader, IA - Hiking & biking trails; Devil's Lake State Park, WI; Blackhawk Lake - 

Cobb, WI 
 Heritage Trail in Dubuque 
 Jane Addams Trail & Dubuque 
 Dubuque - along River Walk 
 Dubuque - Hiking - Biking, Black River Falls, WI – ATVing 
 Dubuque, White Pines State Park, Starved Rock 
 Heritage Trail, Appalachian Trail 
 Bike - Dubuque, Dodgeville 
 IA & NE 
 Iowa & WI Walking trails, picnic areas, peaceful gathering areas 
 Go to Dubuque County for biking on the Heritage Trail or hiking in Mines of Spain. Also 

walk along the River Walk in Dubuque 
 
OTHER: 

 Other Parks 
 Lake Le-Aqua-Na 
 On vacation - hiking trails 
 We travel at least monthly to enjoy trails, usually within a 3 hour drive.  Best:  Hennepin 

Canal, Panther Creek, DuPage County 
 Walking 
 South -Biking and walking trails 
 Savanna - Bike Trails 
 Jane Addams bike trail 
 Carroll County - Palisades State Park - Overlooks on Mississippi by Spring Lake 
 Bike Trails 
 Cook County Forest Preserve, Dubuque Parks, Whitewater Rec. Area, Cedar Rapids 

River Trails 
 Southern IL - use ATV / 4 Wheeler Park - Lake of Egypt, IL 
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 Snowmobile trails in adjoining counties in the winter and bike trails in adjoining counties 
in the summer 

 Mountain trails all over the world 
 Bike Trails, Walking trails 
 Mountain trails in Cascade Mountains 
 Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas - winter camping - nature 
 Savanna - Bike Path 
 Colorado & Texas 
 Palisades-Savanna, Lake Le-Aqua-Na, French Bluff-Thompson 
 Mississippi Palisades State Park, Custer State Park (SD), Rocky Mountain National Park 

(CO), Giant City State Park (IL), Pierre Marquette State Park (IL) 
 I am a farmer - I am on my land all day every day and I don’t want anyone else on it. 
 Cross country ski trails at Palisades State Park 
 Occasionally visit earlier resource issue that concerned trail use impacts to natural areas, 

e.g. equestrian and Jubilee College State Park and Green River State Wildlife Area; 
Mountain Bike and Rock Cut State Park, and hiking trails at Starved Rock 

 Cook County - bike trails 
 Stephenson County and Green County bike trails 
 Iron County 
 Whiteside - bike riding 
 We walk on roads along the Mississippi in Carroll Co 
 Lake Le-Aqua-Na, Winnebago trail system for horse riding 
 I have trails on my own farm 
 Chicago-land area lakefront 
 bicycle trails 
 AZ - hiking trails 
 Mississippi Palisades Park Trails 
 Savanna (State Park) - walking nature trails, WI (State Parks) - walking nature trails 
 Indian Mound trails along the Mississippi 
 too many to list 
 Equine 
 Nature trails 
 Galena River Trail 
 Apple Canyon State Park 
 Gov. Dodge State Park - Horseback Riding 
 Jane Addams, Le-Aqua-Na State Park 
 Walking trails in our travels - USA & Europe 
 ATV Trails, hiking 
 Savanna bike trail 
 Savanna - bike trails, State Park 
 Oregon, Crater Lake, Mt Hood - Road Scholar vacation 
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 Various 
 Jane Addams 
 Bike & walking trails, hiking trails 
 Just walk 
 Near Chicago - The Fox River Bike Trail 
 Bike trail - Savanna 
 Hiking 
 Savanna 
 Hiking/biking in other counties & states 
 BWCA Minn, Kentucky, Tenn, Iowa 
 Local towns and restaurants 
 Savanna, Fulton, Barneveld, WI - family bike trails of some length 
 Mines of Spain 
 Would love daily or … services to Chicago 

 
#16:  WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING SHOULD JO DAVIESS 
COUNTY HAVE MORE OF? 

 No to All Terrain Trails - ATVs/Snowmobiles have no place in nature! 
 Canoe launching places 
 More lakes to fish 
 We have plenty 
 Don't need 
 Fix highways - back roads 
 Go cart racing track 
 Hunting & Fishing areas 
 cross country skiing 
 Trails for wheelchairs 
 Frisbee Golf Area 
 Sidewalks 
 Public Lake 
 Cross-country skiing 
 Canoe Access 
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#19:  WHAT SUPPORT FACILITIES/AMENITIES SHOULD 
BE MADE AVAILABLE AT JO DAVIESS COUNTY 
GREENWAYS AND TRAILS? 
 

 Safety Patrols 
 Trailheads with parking 
 Signs to stay on the trails 
 Leave it alone 
 Recycling Bins 
 Benches 
 All these facilities/amenities have their potential use on trails - but please be careful that 

you don't destroy what you wish to protect, utilize professional managers. 
 Keep it nature 
 Archery ranges 
 Some trials should remain "rough" and natural with minimal amenities 
 handicapped access 
 Nothing-keep natural 
 Equine camps 
 Interpretive signs where appropriate 
 Trail maps 
 Tables & benches 

 

 
#20:  IF FUNDS WERE ALLOCATED TO A JO DAVIESS 
COUNTY GREENWAYS & TRAILS PROGRAM, HOW 
SHOULD THE FUNDS BE SPENT? 
 

 1 - Purchasing areas that would be left for nature and not developed at all. 
 3-fence them off 
 1-Bike path along Stagecoach Trail 
 2-improve what already exists 
 1-canoing 
 It depends on where the funds come from 
 3-Completing the Grand Prairie Trail through JD County 
 Funding is more important for many other uses 
 Public Lake 
 Better spent on road repairs 
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 3-Accessibility/Parking Areas 
 2-Maintaining wildlife diversity & cross breeding 
 3-Signage 
 3-Enhance/further develop existing trails and greenways 

 
#24:  SPECIFIC PROJECT IDEAS 
 
NEW TRAILS 

 More bicycle trails - shoulders for bikes so they can be off the road, more places to 
launch canoes 

 A walk area or biking area along the side of Menominee Road 
 Great River Trail 
 Galena Trail to Savanna 
 Galena Territory to Galena Trail  (could be paved or crushed stone) 
 Bike trail to Chestnut, utilize the Great Western RR w/ bike lane on River Road  
 Bike trail along roadside of Stagecoach Trail 
 Burlington RR Right of Way 
 Continual development of Galena River Trail 
 As mentioned before I would love a walk/bike/snowmobile trail like the Jane Addams 

closer to the Stockton area. I would certainly use it often. 
 Galena Illinois Trail 
 Any biking or hiking trails 
 Complete the trail development from Galena Junction to Aiker: more importantly 

continue to follow South River Road to Blanding - Hanover. Avoid Blackjack - too 
dangerous.  

 A bike/walking trail along Stagecoach would, I believe, be a great benefit to our county.  
Almost everytime I drive from SM to Galena there is a biker on that road - and 
understandably so… the views are amazing. 

 I think we need to capitalize on the amazing Mississippi. It is a wonderful place for 
nature, walking/hiking, trails, biking trails. We should join a bike trail to the trails in 
Carroll County and the Quad Cities. 

 Maybe something in the much overlooked Lena-Nora-Warren area where lots of 
seemingly abandoned land just sits. 

 Anything along rivers 
 Hiking or walking trails 
 Stockton Railroad Corridor Development 
 Stockton Area 
 Paved for people. Soil for horses 
 The existing railbed between Stockton, Woodbine, Elizabeth, and Hanover should be 

purchased and paved.  Also, make the Apple River a navigable stream. 
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 Along the Mississippi 
 Trail from Galena on Stagecoach Road to Stephenson County line 
 Paved bike lanes (especially along US Route 20 from Galena to Route 84 North) 

Signed canoe/kayak trails through the Mississippi backwaters 
Acquisition of abandoned railroad beds for recreational trail purposes 

 Support paved trails - a system of trails so that bikers and hikers could utilize them 
 Bike/hike trail from Galena to Savanna 
 Mississippi River, Galena River Trail, Grand Illinois Trail 
 Something close to Elizabeth 
 Family friendly trails that appeal to many different interest 
 More trails in Apple Canyon Lake and more paved biking paths in that area. 
 Trail/projects in Elizabeth area 

 
CONNECTING TRAILS 

 Galena River Trail completed!  Paved river trail and trail to Ferry Landing. 
 Trails between Elizabeth & Woodbine, Public acquisition fo private land that has 

woodlands on it to preserve 
 From Galena to Scales Mound 
 Connecting the Galena Trail 
 Biking trails connecting communities 
 Connection to Jane Addams Trail and trails in WI 
 It would be nice to have bicycle paths connecting towns. 
 Galena to Blanding hiking Galena to Apple River State Park 
 Bike path connecting Elizabeth, Hanover, Woodbine, Stockton - Old RR Bed 
 Finish Galena River Trail to Recreation Park 
 We continue to see more bike riders. I would like to see a trail system for them simply to 

get them out of the way. Linked trails between towns for ATV/Snowmobile use. More 
land acquired and developed into nature walking trails (Bluffs) 

 Entire Galena River area - to the Mississippi - both waterway and land trail. Connect bike 
trail from Galena to Wisconsin trail. 

 Trails between communities so you don't have to get on the highway to walk or bike 
 Would like to see trails developed in the rural areas around East Dubuque, specifically, 

trails that could connect residential areas to Dunleith Park 
 Connect Galena River Trail to other trails 
 Hiking/bike trail from Elizabeth to River Ridge School 
 Complete trail from Galena Junction to Chestnut Ski Resort and beyond to Blanding 

Road 
 Trails connecting Illinois and Wisconsin (example: Warren, IL to Gratiot, WI). Multi-use 

trails. 
 Snowmobile trail from Elizabeth to Hanover and Chestnut Mtn. 
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 A trail to connect East Dubuque (Frentress Lake, Presidential Manor, Kennedy Acres) to 
Dubuque. Also a trail to connect Galena and East Dubuque, a dedicated bike trail. 
Tourists in Galena & Dubuque could bike between the cities. 

 
ACCESSIBILITY 

 Reopen the observation tower west of Elizabeth. Connect various openspace parcels. 
Preservation of habitat & historical areas. 

 We would like to see a trail that was designed for people who use wheelchairs 
 Accessible trails for all populations 

 
ATV TRAILS 

 ATV Trails going around the county and into WI 
 ATV Trails  
 More ATV trails in Illinois. More bike paths in parks. 
 ATV Trails 
 ATV trails on abandoned railways around Galena 
 ATV Trails & Frisbee Golf courses 
 ATV Trails that run through multiple cities 
 ATV Trails 

 
EQUESTRIAN TRAILS 

 Safe equestrian trails that are part of the already established trails that are not specifically 
roads 

 More safe horse trails 
 
NONE 

 Not familiar enough to comment 
 None. Make do with what we have. 
 None  
 None 
 Do not know of any future projects 
 Just take care of what we have 
 None - what we have is fine 
 None 
 No greenways! 
 None 
 None unless done on private land 
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OTHER 
 Dog Areas 
 A definite plan that is used and enforced. Those that want development can pay to 

provide these amenities. 
 Hanover Bluffs, Long Hollow Scenic Overlook 
 I would like to see the area near downtown Galena along the river preserved for 

everyone’s enjoyment 
 Lost Mound 
 Abandon RR through Elizabeth for hiking 
 Mounds project in Hanover (Wapello). River side clean-up (mowing) from Hanover to 

Cottonwood by city and/or county funding 
 Cross country skiing routes 
 Apple Canyon State Park to put in showers and things for campers to enjoy doing cause 

they have nothing to draw campers to this area. No swimming pool, no mini golf course, 
no active at all even the trail aren't easy for some people 

 Update the Elizabeth Town Park. Canoe launch for Apple River 
 Abandoned railway corridors 
 Winston Tunnel 
 A light transit road system throughout the county for tourists and residents, using rented 

small electrical vehicles for short trips to points of interest. 
 Preserve "Galena Gateway Park" - the land across from Horseshoe Mound 
 Public Lake 
 I trust you to know which ones need the most work and which ones developed would be 

the most beneficial to the community. 
 While there is more scenery to protect in western Jo Daviess County, I would like to see 

some effort protecting greenspace or creating trails in central and eastern parts of the 
county. 

 Galena Gateway Park. Clean up but don't develop lowland area by Recreation Park 
(habitat area) 

 I'm a new resident but have used trails in Texas, Florida, IL, England and Scotland. Fox 
River Trail 

 Gramercy Park on the Bluff at East Dubuque. Lake Laconna should be dredged out 
 Apple River for canoeing 
 Anything that would increase the opportunity for safe biking on roads or trails 
 More biking opportunities. Hiking at existing sites 
 Improvement of most of them 
 Develop more parks, preserves, and trails in the County. Along the Apple River, Galena 

River 
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#25:  COMMENTS 
 
AGRICULTURAL/ MEGA DAIRY ISSUES 

 I am a small farm owner so I can see both sides of the issue of reacquiring land from 
farmers for public use.  However, JD Co is a unique place, and rail bed trails would be a 
huge plus for expanded tourism, and walking/riding health benefits for local citizens.  I 
think farmers would support using the rail bed system for trails if there was a small rental 
fee that they received (or tax incentives). In addition, concerns about privacy and 
trespass/vandalism need to be addressed. I would support some sort of tax to help 
develop the trail system, as well as a yearly/daily licensing fee. (Even a bond type of 
referendum for land purchase).  On a separate note, I have been a frequent user of teh 
Apple River upstream of Elizabeth.  This section is detailed in the book "Paddling 
Illinois" and would make another great addition to county greenways. I think this would 
need to be addressed with our state legislature as the current law (as I understand it) 
requires individual consent from each landowner. One landowner can literally shut down 
miles of beautiful river. In Wisconsin, where I have canoed extensively, the State owns 
the water. This would require a shift in the way our State looks at streams from an 
agriculture to a tourism point of view. Perhaps this is possible as a county law. Again- I 
understand the concerns of farmers with unfettered public access of their land, but this is 
exceptionally good water. 

 As a family we are unsure of our future because of mega farms wanting to be in our 
county. It will be hard for tourists to be dodging the as they enjoy the outdoors. 

 What makes this county wonderful are the small communities and reasonably sized farms 
with sound agricultural practices including not farming land that shouldn't be. The county 
does not need more developer selling lots for "second homes" and using up precious farm 
land to do so.  Development needs to be severely restricted. Land needs to be agricultural 
but there needs to be more local control over the types and size of ag development too.  
Mega farms do not support the local infrastructure and only contribute to the demise of 
small towns.  Likewise tourism is not a high contributor of good paying jobs that can 
support a family. 

 If people buy land in the country to build, they should realize the country smell was there 
first. 

 The agricultural aspect of our county is as important as the green space idea. We need to 
remember the farmers were here first when we build houses and then complain about the 
odor. 
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 I have access to nature trails and green space all around me on the farm and probably do 
not really know how important it is to people that don't to have agriculture land taken out 
of production solely to make trails and green spaces for anyone to enjoy the scenery that 
is Jo Daviess County.  This scenery has endured through the years I believe because of 
the efforts of small family farms who made a living for their families and took pride in 
the small tract of paradise entrusted to their care.  Times are changing and now large 
farmers are taking over the land, squeezing out the small family farms, and many family 
dairy farms of the past that averaged less than 100 cows so this one family can operate a 
business with 10,000 cows. 

 JD Co needs to start limiting rural/farm/wooded areas from being used as housing 
developments.  Taking a cornfield and chopping it up into little parcels is not beneficial 
to the county. 

 I think the county has enough restrictions on the property here and I think if someone 
does not want to smell cows they shouldn't buy property by cattle. 

 The scenic beauty is the proper conservation farming that is done. "America the 
Beautiful" listen to the words 

 I feel that the trails and greenways are terribly important.  Even more I feel our 
waterways are important.  I feel guilty suggesting that "developers" be penalized when 
Mega Farms are being allowed to be present in Jo Daviess County.  I feel betrayed by 
County government and saddened that such a deplorable thing could happen in such a 
beautiful place when the entire state of Illinois is flat as a pancake and certainly a better 
place for a Mega Dairy.  Huge mistake!  Hard to believe that this is actually taking place. 

 Stop the mega-dairy! Please! 
 Livestock farmer have made this county beautiful with hay fields and pasture. They need 

more technical and financial help like the RC&D so they can comply with new and 
aggressive EPA rules. 

 It is important that developers understand that JD County is a rural, farming community 
that does occasionally stink and there will be tractors and other equipment making noise 
early in the morning and late into the evening. Requiring green space when developing 
land is a great idea. It not only keeps the landscape of the county, but also helps relations 
between developers and their buyers and the farmers of our county.  Thanks to all who 
consider the responses of this survey for their hard work. 

 Preserve farm ground and use pastureland for greenways and trails 
 This is a farming county so if any rules or regulations are to be made, they should be to 

protect our enterprises from those that invade our area..smell, sound or traffic 
 I have not used any trails or greenways, but love that the county has them. They are 

necessary for many to enjoy the beauty of this county without destroying it. Factory 
farming will degrade the area and would seem to be a real contradiction to these projects. 
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PROPERTY RIGHTS ISSUES 
 Government/organizations should not be allowed to impose requirements on 

landowners/farmers for the publics' recreation 
 Do not disturb our precious farmland 
 If developers build trails or scenic area on their properties, they should be eligible for tax 

breaks. 
 Rural character, greenways and trails ultimately increase all land values - development 

costs and decreases values.  Educated public officials to the facts. There is no such thing 
as a bikeway or bridle path - develop trails for all.  Www.americantrails.org  www.aft.org   
Rails to Trails 

 We don't often utilize the trails and parks because we live in an area where landowners 
share several thousand acres of land and miles of maintained trails, but we think the 
preservation of scenic areas and habitat and availability of parks, trails and greenspace is 
very important. 

 Keep government out of this. I see higher property taxes to fund all this. 
 This survey appears to assume that the ownership of land by others can be 

impacted/effected/controlled by majority rule or a minority of folks who have a specific 
idea or ideal about how things should be.  While we all enjoy nature and existing 
parks/facilities, we should proceed with caution when taking or restricting the use of the 
property of others.  For example designating "high ridge tops" as protected or restricted 
in use could impact the ability to utilize wind turbines to make electricity as a practical 
matter in the entire County.  Not being able to utilize radio towers by prohibiting their 
use on high ridge tops could likewise restrict the use of cell phones and wireless high-
speed internet for all citizens of the County.  These are too important of issues not to 
raise.  Please be cautious with the e important competing issues. 

 Why don't you worry about your own backyard and leave JD County to those of us who 
live in JD County, make our living here, and were born here. We've taken care of JD for 
many years and can continue without greenway/trail projects screwing with our lives and 
using my tax $ for unnecessary stuff. 

 It is very important to preserve the rural and scenic character of Jo Daviess County.  I 
hate to see "development" and what that means in terms of loss of trees, nature, farms and 
peaceful untouched areas.  I am a lifelong resident and the loss and changes of the rural 
areas are very upsetting to me. 
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 As a property owner in JD I own property in town and in the rural area. We live in town 
but own property with residences in the country also. I/we have no plans of ever 
developing any of the property but as we pay taxes year after year I feel it is my right if I 
own the property to do as I was not as someone else wishes the property to be. I don't like 
seeing rural property broken but most of the people that want to (protect) keep this 
property preserved have purchase and built then want to tell others what to do or not to 
do.  We farm over 1,000 acres near a development but I do not want the people in the 
development telling me that we cannot develop our property after they over built and 
changed their landscape view. This is what happens to an area after enough development 
has happened. I like the easements that property owners take on to preserve the property 
they spent a lifetime preserving locked in but on an individual basis only. 

 #8-There should be compensation to private land owners to set aside as greenway.  #9-
What if there already is a forest preserve next to it. Also depends on density.  #17-I think 
it should be recommended but not required. Maintenance is strong issue. Who is to 
maintain? Insurance issues? How many houses is a development? #19-Is this to be 
required by developers?. Problem of safety. Who cleans trash cans and rest rooms?  #21-
If they are going to require any greenways/trails by developers then the county should be 
he’ll responsible for the creation and maintenance. 

 Keep government out of private property owners' rights 
 All I see in the paper is money is tight and yet you want to spend more. Why?  Keep gov't 

out and let capitalism control development 
 2 - Define rural character and lifestyle. No infringement on private property - even if 

"community owned" 
 Our concern is about individual property rights.  For example, question 17, when you ask 

if "developers" or maybe even individuals, are required to build trails for public use, will 
they and how will they be compensated for that loss of land use?  If these trails go 
through farmland, who will compensate farmers when some four-wheelers decide it is 
more fun to ride through and damage farmer's crops than to stay on the trail.  As more 
acres are removed from the private sector and put into public use, tax base is lost. How 
will this tax loss be made up?  I feel we have enough greenways and trailways. I would 
much prefer to see these areas we already have become better developed for public use 
and NOT to expand more areas 

 The County Board has consistently made decisions that negatively impact the landscape 
and people of Jo Daviess County. Historically this group represents the most significant 
roadblock to greenway and trail initiatives and progress. 

 I think the County Board should make a resolution not to allow any more CAFO's to be 
built in Jo Daviess County thereby protecting our air and water quality in the future. 

 Spend less money for paid sources more people vol. and do work. Have local bids for 
work. Maybe you people could help - not paper work, but put a little labor in on the 
projects. A do-gooder that just wants but doesn't do should not be doing just paper work. 
A little hard labor will not hurt anyone! Don't spend so much Engineering & Associates. 
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THANK YOU 

 We're glad that not only are you interested in nature preservation, by may even be 
proactive about it. 

 Thanks to the County Greenways and Trails Committee for initiating this planning 
activity. 

 You (Jo Daviess County and Conservation Foundation) do a wonderful job with limited 
resources. 

 Please make this a priority. Greenways and trails are vital to our County. Economically 
and environmentally. 

 Great idea! 
 We appreciate people like yourselves serving the public in this way 
 Thanks for taking this step to better our county. I hope it goes past this stage. Good luck. 
 I think your program is great and I hope it stays going and getting bigger. Thanks! 
 I was previously on a committee to help obtain info on seeing the Grand IL Trail 

completed with horses and riding as a focus so I am interested in seeing how you 
proceed. 

 Thank you for asking 
 The East Dubuque are does not seem to be an importance when it comes to trail ways. 

Would like to see this changed!  Thank you 
 Thanks for all efforts here - JDC has a lot of untapped potential in this area. 
 Thanks for all you do. 
 Thanks for asking 

 
DOES NOT APPLY/I HAVE NO INTEREST 

 I am 93 years of age - none of this applies to me. I am homebound. 
 I'm moving out of state so some of these questions I cannot answer 
 I don't use any greenway trails & never have 
 My husband is handicapped and we are unable to enjoy the beauty of the trails, etc. Good 

luck. 
 Find a better use for my tax dollars 
 No tax money should be spent on any of these for a select few to use.  Look at the sad 

shape our roads are in. Put money in things like that instead of trails for a select few. 
 It is hard to comment on any topic when there are no specific proposals/guidelines. 
 Our tax dollars can be used in better ways than this.  
 The more familiar we become with the various aspects of this beautiful part of the state, 

the more opinions we will be able to share. 
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OTHER 
 Trails are a great asset as long as the people using these trails are not constantly trying to 

change these areas and communities they are traveling through. 
 Consider County owned and operated parks that would be funded by user fees and a 

special tax 
 We really enjoy fishing at the Hanover Bluffs but you need a better way to get down and 

up to the lake. It needs to be mowed more.  It is hard to walk in the tall grass. 
 Very misleading questions. Need much more detail to make decisions and answer your 

questions. Where is this going to provide good paying jobs for the next generation. Not 
just service industry type. 

 Paving road to Blanding (from Hanover) would make area more desirable 
 All this adds to the cost of living here. Most of us are on a fixed income and cannot 

afford all these crazy ideas you "big city" folks come up with.  Wake up to the feeling of 
the locals 

 These projects bring too many people. 40 years age this town was in better living 
conditions than now. We don't need anymore tourists and spending tax payers money on 
them. 

 The County needs to develop a comprehensive program to ensure compliance with laws 
against littering - not much for walking on trails full of trash. 

 I really enjoy the Galena River Trail - would be nice to see billboard of birds, trees, etc. 
to identify. Would like to cross country ski in the winter as no parking where you can 
start by Schueler. 

 This survey tends to be one of advocacy, I think, and therefore develops adversarial 
views - e.g. large cattle operations, windmills, etc. 

 I am going to research these trails and make use of the resources available to me/family 
 I have always thought that bicycle paths should be incorporated with some roads and 

highway shoulders 
 Signs saying morel hunting allowed anywhere, deer, turkey, etc. hunting is allowed. 

Signs telling history of site especially Winston Tunnel.  Sign at Thompson French Bluff 
is nice.  If someone happens upon an artifact such as an arrowhead let them pick it up.  
Maybe have a sign saying if you find something you can donate to an exhibit of found 
items at a site and put it on display for while but you can keep it. 

 Bring trails through quality natural areas not degraded flood plains 
 Open up "sky high" south River Road.  Utilize state and federal monies. This section 

would provide a safe and scenic visit. Utilized the existing areas including Chestnut Ski 
Lift, Blanding camping/fishing, and direct access to the Lost Mound National Wildlife 
and Fish Refuge. Wonderful project.  Use the trails to educate our youth, guide use away 
from sensitive areas and enjoy. 

 More bike trails 
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 I don't really think we need any more trails, but if things are developed I think the #1 
priority should be no disruption of wildlife.  I also don't think tax payers need to be taxed 
on anything else like upkeep, etc. 

 In all fairness, I haven't been to any of these places in the last few years. I'm a firm 
believer in conservation of our lands flora & fauna. I try to rescue plants from 
construction areas. So far, various ferns, shouy orchis, dutchman's breeches to name a 
few. Keep up the good work. 

 Our county taxes are too high now. We don't need any more spending. 
 I'm a native of JD as well as my great grandfather and I feel they had preserved the 

beauty of the county by good conservation practice and not with private or government 
restrictions. 

 Our main concern is preserving the scenic beauty in JD County. I moved here from a big 
city to have a safe place for my children to grow up. We understand the need for more 
housing - would like to see developers take more care in replacing wildlife habitats. I 
moved out of the city because I don't like it there, it would be a shame to destroy JD Co 
and it's natural beauty. 

 Procure monies to enhance existing sites 
 All the deer have been killed in the Galena Territory. The trails no longer have any 

wildlife, so now I stay home and leave the trails to the sharp shooters. We plan on 
moving to Northern Wisconsin so we can see more wildlife. The Galena Territory is now 
dead. 

 Trails and transportation systems should be designed and built for requirements and 
needs 20 to 30 years from now, in a post oil economy. Mass transit to get people in and 
out of the county, small electric or hydrogen vehicles and roads for transit within the 
county. 

 Galena Territory residents. My husband and I still have many trails in our Galena 
Territory that we have not yet been on to either walk or explore. 

 I think having more trails would bring more revenue to the county -- people spend more 
to eat and do other things. 

 We enjoy ATV riding. There is no place to ride in our area. Now we travel to Iowa or 
Wisconsin. I believe the State of Illinois is missing the boat on a lot of tourism dollars 
that a ATV trail would bring into the area. When the ice freezes we ride on Frentress 
Lake, we used to ride to Chestnut, but the DNR stopped that because of the Federal 
Wildlife Preserve. I was told we are destroying plant life on the islands. I cannot believe 
ATVs do more damage to the islands than the yearly flooding that occurs on these 
islands. We respect any area that we ride on, no littering, helmets and safe riding are key 
to a good time. 

 Public lake with campgrounds 
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 I love this area and want the character maintained. Is it necessary to build a hospital in 
Galena when the Dubuque facilities are under utilized? When the hospital fails (and it 
will) will we put a Home Depot there or leave it abandoned? We should look deeper 
before we leap. 

 Acquire Charles Mound for public access. Pathways for children to get to school and the 
public to be able to walk to various places instead of being forced to drive - no other 
choice sometimes 

 Jo Daviess County needs economic development and therefore affordable housing. I'm 
considering preserved/set aside land, working people need places to live and work - not 
just farms, retired people and mostly quit pushing "tourism" - Full time residents, given 
jobs and affordable housing would/could support a trail program. 

 We love to go to the Mt Horeb area to bike. Trails are great. So ar the small towns 
around. Camping is close by - great weekend fun. 

 Work with mother nature- not against 
 8-not unless they are public lands. People have a right to sell or do what they want to 

with their land. It's America.       The nature of this survey is disturbing. It's BIG 
government. 

 Only use areas for walking or hunting 
 Would like something close to IL/WI stateline 
 I live down near River Menominee-Station area and looking at your map see Dixon 

Creek Geological Area, a DNR Wetland, Sinsinawa and Little Menominee Rivers - these 
areas should be clearly marked as such in certain spots. Never heard of Dixon Creek.  
Snowmobile trails are marked well.  I am a bird and wildlife watcher and hope this area 
can thrive as is with county's watchful eye on new development this year I've seen the 
Piliated Woodpecker return to nest and the Red Foxes around and more pheasants.  Our 
area is unique and should be kept rural for the personal pleasure of our communities.  The 
County can sponsor funds for a newsletter informing citizens of places and sighting that 
naturally occur throughout the year. 

 Bike lanes on County Roads for safety  -  Please! 
 Bike , Hike, Rollerblade, Snowshoe, and Ski 
 Trail users/greenway users should be encouraged to not trespass on adjoining lands 
 Tourists love to bike. Jo Daviess needs to work with businesses and organizations in 

Dubuque because they could benefit by having biking trails that connect to East Dubuque 
& Galena.  A trail along parts of the River would be very scenic. 

 More available maps of hiking trails 
 Who will be responsible to maintain trails? Provide security? 
 Save the tower 
 I think one community area could be hiking/biking. One for ATVs. Another community 

have equestrian, so they could be longer for each rather than small sections of each in a 
community 
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 The JD Co is "frozen in the forties".  I doubt they could implement more trail 
development if given the money.  They have no vision or interest in the area.  They can't 
even get the tax bills out on time. 

 Need more areas for fishing & hunting. Get young kids outdoors and away from tv & 
drugs. Thank you. 

 We would love to see tourism developed around ATV trails.  The beautiful scenery in our 
area would really draw people off-road boosting business in hotels, restaurants/bars, and 
for equipment dealers.  Development of clubs and partnerships with government agencies 
similar to those of snowmobiles in winter could make this happen easily and with little 
expense. What a great wat to share the unique landscapes with the public 

 We feel deeply this is becoming an anything goes County. We were just in France and 
they respect old buildings, the environment.  There is virtually no litter or hither and yon 
development in areas it does not belong. It will be the downfall of tourism here, because 
it well be a concrete jungle, just like anywhere else, and it loses its unique beauty and 
draw for people and the future people to be born. 
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